Honorariums for his honor?

Lawyérs fill judicial campaign

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI
(First of two articles)
- You're interested in a suceessful
career as a lawyer?

In Wayne and Oakland counties, it
might cost you some cold cash above
and beyond the law school tuition.

It's not bribery, but some lawyers
andmdssssyltworh:ustaswell

‘The system is simple. The season is
any election year. The transactions
are campaign contributions. The
recipients are judges. And the contrib-
uors are some of the same lawyers
who pracuce before the judges

ly.

If you contribute, some members of
the legal community say, good fortune
will smile upon  you and your clients, If
you don't, you're in for some tough
legal sledding. .

In return for campaign contribu-
tions, critics claim, judges can deliver
favorable rulings and dole out lucra-
tive court assignments.

There are, of course, those who say

“Bah, Humbug" and “Hogwash,”

Members of the legal establishemnt,
said West Bloomfield attorney Stuart
Brickner, are reluctant to correct the
system even though Yeveryone knows
what's going on.”

*No one wants to kill the goose that
lays the golden egg," says Brickner,
who has devoted years to studying the
situtation.

He has run for Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court three times and has tried to
raise the judge-lawyer money pipeline
as an issue in each unsuccessful try

for the bench. He says Oakland -

County's legal establishment and
“pawerbrokers” have worked against
his campaigns in the past.

NO ONE DENIES that lawyers
pump vast amounts ‘of money into
judicial - campaigns—especially the
reelection drives of incumbents.

In the judicial elections of 1974 and
1976," for example, attorneys Bruce
Leitman, Stanley W. Kurzman ane
Richard * A. Campbell contributed
more than $3.000 to a number of
candidates.

In the elections of 1972 and 1974,
Cnarles J. Porter threw nearly §2,500

to candidates for Oakland County Cir-
cut Court, Probate Court, the state

Appeals Court and Supreme Court.
Oakland Circuit Judge Alice Gilbert,
of Birmingham, raised nearly $60,000

for her primary and gmera] election
campaigns in 1976. Much of that
money came from attorneys.

No studies, however, have been done
establishing any definite_connections
between campaign cortributions and
p‘efemnual treatment.

In an election year, I'and a kbt of
other attorneys spend thousands of
dollars,” said Judith Dennehy Doran,
a candidate for the Oakland County
Circuit Court bench in November.
“I'm not sure they (the contributions)
are at all helpful to my practice.” «

She estimates that she sends
between $1,200 and $2,000 to various
Judicial candidates in any one election
year.

Energy phzn
to face public

The state Public Service Commis-
sion and the energy administration of
the state Commerce Department will
hold a hearing in Detroit Sept. 26 on
the state’s plan for coping with energy
emergencies. The hearing will run

1:307:30 pm (ity Caunzy Building .

auditorium, 2 W

STUART H. BRICKNER
No golden egg?

LAWYERS AND JUDGES say
there’s nothing wrong with the system.
They say very few people take any
interest in judicial races and it's up to
lhem tgglul the best and the brightest

Most lawyers umformly discount the
daim that they have to gxease the
palms of judges they deal

That opinion is nnl

estates as well as the customary
appointments to handle indigent cases.

Judges ‘can also determine how
much money in fees the lawyer will
neeewe. In some cases, Brickner says.
“order fees above the

vel
Statutory limit.”
“For an incumbent judge to raise
campaign money is as easy as falling
off a log.” Baum says. “If amanisa
trial lawyer. he has a very difficult
hmesaymg no.’
*“They're fearful of incurring the ill
wum snlhng |udges. ' he says,
felt the pressure when I
was yramung iaw many years back,”
he adds.

No deals are cut, Baum and others
say. It's all implied.

ONCE AGAIN, established lawyers
and judges discount such charges.

“Brickner is wrong,” one Oakland
County lawyer said ﬂatly

“If a business is in financial trouble
and a receiver is appointes Te’s
damn good fees in that,” he said. “But
I doubt if a judge would have enough
cases of that type to reward their
mntnbutms

As for assignments to indigent

defendents in criminal cases, Oakland
County Circuit Court Chief Judge Ste-

coffers

ven Andrews said they are not that
irequml pay only about $200 an

Accordmg to Andrews and his secre-
tary, any lawyer who wants to receive
criminal assignments contacts the
court. Their names. they say, are put
ona revolving

THERE MAY BE FEW abuses, but
Baum, Brickner and others say
judges, reelection committees and
influential legal groups can and do

strongarm  attorneys into campaign
contributions.

It prompted Michigan State
Supreme Court Justice Charles L.
Levin to write: “The pressure that
some judges have brought to bear on
lawyers to raise money and to contrib-
ue 1o their campaigns has reached
such scandalous proportions in the
populous courties of southeastern
Michigan as to require that safeguards
be erected in the interest of sound
administration of justice for the pro-
tection of the profession and public.

1 am convinced,” he added, “that
nothing short of a complete ban on any
solicitation by a lawyer of funds for a
judicial campalm can alleviate the
pressure on lawyers to raise money
for incumbents from other lawyers
and other persons.”

‘Iursaay, Septemper 14, 1973
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< OPEN HOUSE ™

Join us for
Cider, Donuts, Music, Guided Tours

an adult community

28301 Frankhn Road. Southfield. Michigan
Frankiin Club is a pleasant, confor e
resident has the ¢
< AND fine meals in Fran]

the 1

e, A oo mumber o apartments
now available for early occupancy.

Please call 53.2810 to obtain information or arrange an intervi

though.
judges, including Brickner and Mrs.
Doran, is trying to implement a sys-
tem to end the stumping for campaign
money which accompanies every judi-
cial race. Even members of the "Fair
Committee,” however, say the abuses
are few and far between.

Thelr main concern is the judi-
diary’s public image.

“SUPPOSE YOUR LAWYER had
made no cml.nbuuans (to a judge
hearing your case)™ suggests Wayne
County Circuit Court Judge Victor J.
Baum, of Livonia, chairman of the ad
hoc Fair Committee.

“Say the other lawyer made a con-
tribution of $350. Say all the judge's
calls were pretty much against you.
Or say the decision wen! against you.
What would you think'

Wrat does it 3 to the public's”

confidence’

A ]ndge may not overtly throw a
case, warns Baum, a 2l-year veteran
af the Wayne County Circuit Court

Very subtly, he says, a judge can

. make life easier for a lawyer who has

helped grease his election skids.
**Suppose there’s a lawyer who's just

great at final arguments. That’s his

strength and everybody knows it. Then

there’s another lawyer, who happened

fo_contribute to the relection cam-

paign. This lawyer's just so-so at oral

nt.

*“The judge decides that there'll only
be four or five minutes for final argu-
ments. Why, that’s not enough time for
the dynamite speaker to get warmed
wp. It'd be a definite advantage to the
campaign contributor,” he says.

Baum likes to speak in suppositions.
He believes there are actually very
few abuses. Most of them, he says,
have occurred in Detroit’s and Wayne
County’s courts.

BRI MORE e
syspgi':(x lgnkﬁh tmdgsd*{:é%a
lawyers who contribute to their cam-
pmgn ‘warchests.,

“What happens,” he says. “is the
incumbents have the lawyers to use as
a base. They have patronage to dole
oit. It works the same way as govern-
ment does.”

The “‘patronage,” Brickner argues,
1s in the form of assignments. Judges

can appoint lawyers to handle divorce
cases, affairs for business which have
gone into receivership, certain probate
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Values to $49.88

With every oplical prescription filled...
with every duplication of your cur-
rent lens. You can select the frame
you want for as litle as S14.88.
Choose from our extensive collection
of over 500 styles including cesigner
frames by Christian Dior, John Weilz,
Givenchy. Oscar de la Fenta,
Elrzabeth Arden. Eye Mystique, and
Gloria Vanderbitt.

Perry’s  professionally-trained  opii-
cians properly process yous presceip-
tion, assist you in frame selection and
make certain your glasses are just
the way your doctor ordered..IT'S
‘GUARANTEED!

SEMIOR CIIZENS
VER

FREE FRAME

WE PARTICIPATE
INALL AUTO WORKER
OPTICAL CO-PAY PLANS|
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Seuntions
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$89.88

O'brien's....for men of the of the world.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: « GRANDLAND (Fenkell 1
{LOT ) 5635885 o LIVONIA (7 Mo a1 Farmingien Ra) 470080

“Fallinline...

Casual, yet sophisticated, you'll find Corduroy always
suitable to your tastes. In Sand-Brown or Camel

A "welcome ~departure from the ordinary.....
Obrien’s.

rand River) 8351425 » NORTHLAND
2"Al Sies Onen Sondoy 12 14  pon.

CHARGE IT
AT OBRIENS

FROM $600. j_

EthanAllen
pre-inventory
WAREHOUSE OUTLET
CLEARANCE

Sale!

SATURDAY, SEPT. 16 — 9 AM to 5 PM.
SUNDAY, SEPT. 17 — 12 Noon to 5 PM

® .

Save 30% ©60%

and more!

Drastic reductions on already marked-down floor
samples. discontinued styles. discontinued fabrics.
customer cancellations. one-ol-a-kinds. and soiled
or damaged items! All must go — at fantastcally
low prices! X

SOFAS! CHAIRS!
DINING ROOM FURNITURE!
.BEDROOM FURNITURE!
OCCASIONAL TABLES!
LAMPS! ODDS ‘n’ ENDS!

ALL SALES FINAL! NO HOLDS OR LAYAWAYS!
Delwery Avatavie at Eatra Charge
Al merchandise must be picked up or defwered by Wednesday, Sept. 27th

ALL STORES WILL BE CLOSED

SATURDAY, SEPT. 30TH
FOR INVENTORY

VISA @ MASTER CHARGE o CONVENIENT TERMS

earthside

42 Mites lo 1-275°
= (1-96);

the

WAREHOUSE OUTLET
11850 MAYFIELD o LIVONIA

Just North of Plymouth Road.
one block East of Farmington Road




