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OU offers ‘How to Lobby course

BY JOE MARTUCCI

\Vhe.her your pet peeve is street
paving or strategic arms limitation,

point acoss.

Williams, a dapper and smooth talk-
ing local government relations execu-
tive with Chrysler Corp., is teaching a
uuque course entitled “The Way To
Lobby.”

’l‘he non-credit course, sponsored by
Oakland University's Division of Con-
tinuing Education, will be offered on
five consecutive Thursdays begmmng

Ed Williams says legislators can
mo longer be bought for the price
of lunch.

European trip welds friendships

When Mary Lou and
Bill Fisk reminisce about
their summer trip to the
Netherlands, Germany,
Denmark, Sweden and
Norway, they won't be

a visit to Norway's Frog-
rer Park, which has over
300 stone sculptures of
humans and animals
depicting different stages
of life. were Gladys and

The Chrysler executive intends to
tailor the course to the needs and
interests of those who enroll. He hopes
subdivision assaciation presidents,
community organizers, block captains
and citizens intrigued by the workings
of government can benefit from his 22
years of experience.

Williams quickly dismisses a couple
of popular myths about lobbyists as
arm twisters who ply their trade in
smoke filled rooms. Gone are the
days, he says, when a legislator or
Jocal official’s vote could be bought for
the price of a lunch.

“Today, these people are paid well
enough and many of them have
expense accounts, You can't get their
attention by buying them lunch.
You've got to have information,” he
explai

ains.

The most effective lobbyists, he
says, are these with all of the facts
relating to a particular issue at their
fingertips.

At the local level, common mistakes
include complaining about a problem
‘without suggesting a solution and wait-
ing until a situation reaches the crisis
point, according to Williams.

T is directing concerns 1o the
wrong official, he said.

“There’s a tendency to go to the
man at the top, the city manager or
mayor, on something that can easily
be taken up with a department head,”
he says,

“Let’s say you're trying to get your
street paved. You should first see the
dty engineer or DPW chief and find
out all the facts. Otherwise, you might
walk in in April and find out it's too
Iate for that construction season.

500-foot drop straight
down.

The result of this
“encounter” was that the
busses did pass each
other but only with one’

alone. Thirty-nine other Corbin, Alice and  pus scraping the sides of
people, including ten Phil Trimble, Jean and  the mountain and the
" from the Rochester area, Jim MeClain, Bess and  other rubbing the narrow

will be remembering the
same sights and
experiences.

When the Fisks left on
a three-week Scandina-
vian Holiday tour this
summer, they expected
to see things they would
never forget. They didn't
expect to develop a
deeper - friendship with
people they already
Imew.

ra.

*One positive result of
this experience was a
deeper friendship with
people we knew before
we ‘went on the tour.”
said Fisk. ““This group of
41 dndividuals, plus an
excellent tour guide and
her, driver-husband,
became a ‘family.

Suring such things as

described.

European

Bill Towers, and Ethel
and Jim Ludwick., for- its wheels.
mer Rochester residents

who now

The neighbors even
had a frightening expe-
rience together.

While on a tour bus,
traveling the paved but
narrow winding moun-
tain roads in Norway,
another tour bus came
around the corner
towards them.

“There was no place to
turn around,'’ Fisk
“Neither bus
coutd back up because of
a string of small
cars that were
l‘ullcwmg close behind.

On one side there was a
sheer cliff, on the other a

cxb near the edge wnlh

THE 3,000 MILES of
travel through the for-
e.\gn countries was a

phnmgraphers para-
dise,”” Fisk said, and

live in

ANOTHER COMMON error, he
says, is waiting too long on a problem
and then trying to get quick action by
writing a letter to the local governing

body.

“if there's a traffic problem in a
particular subdivision, the letter will
get into the agenda. But when the
mayor asks the police chief what it's
all about, he'll say, ‘It's the first I've
heard of it.” Right away, you've alien-
aledd\eguyaxﬂhesgmngtodraghls

li a department head appears less
than responsive, ms suggests
“writing a letter to the next guy up
documenting your understanding of
the situation. Usually, by this time
you'll have grabbed somebody's
attention.”

Citizen groups can obtain results
more quickly by appointing a single
representative to speak on their
behalf, Williams advises.

“Have one person go down and
explain the problem in a low-key man-
rer. Find out how the machinery
works. You may be surprised to learn
that- the project is already in the
works, but it's a low priority.”

WILLIAMS STRESSES the benefits
of the low-key approach and adds that
perseverance is far more effective
than berating an official for moving
too slowly.

“Anything you do that involves
change, you've got to go about it very
carefully,” he advises. *‘People don't

Above all, Wiliams says, never
assume that all government officials
are carrupt and that it's impossible for
the average citizen to accomplish any-
thing. Most officials, he says, are dedi-

cated and hard working and are will-
ing to help.

When first establishing contact with
a leg:slalnr do it in writing, Williams
As_you -develop rapport,

ﬂme calls will suffice. Letters should
be succinct—no more than a few para-
graphs. Groups' pushing legislalion
should avoid form letters.

MUSIC STRINGS N THINGS

Sign Up For
Fall Lessons Now!

guitar * bass * banjo
dulcimer » fiddle ® voice

1810 S. WOODWARD N. of 14-Mile
642-5536

*Anything that smacks of uniformity
is bound to draw less attention,” he
said.

“If you're interested in community
impravement,” Williams says, **join a
homegwmers group, civic organization
or chamber of commerce. Keep track
of your local officials, find out who
your state representative and state
senator are and follow them in the
paper for a while.

“Go see him before you have a prob-
lem. It's much nicer to meet someone
under these circumstances and he'l
remember your name.

*“I call this preventative medicine."

When dealing with local officials,
leam something about the person's
job. It may be a particularly busy time
of year, for example, and if you can
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CLEARANCE ON OVER
200 SHADE TREES
ALL TREES 10-15° TALL

BARE ROOT /2 OFF

TAG NOW FOR
FALL PLANTING!

JUST ARRIVED

*SCOTCH PINE
*MUGHO PINE
*TAXUS YEWS
*ARBOVITAE
*JUNIPERS AND
MUCH MORE

how g works and with mﬂl‘f it may have a dis-
the safeguards that are buill in for  arming effect, Williams says. HOLL
themn. Some of these safeguards cause I N AND M
delays, but they're designed to protect “They don't mind this. Usually they NURSERY
public.” know when it's happening,” he adds. BULBS 14925 Middlebeit Rd.
(SOUTH OF 5 MILE)
ALL VARIETIES 421-2888 @
s of e ) Get A

g garlniey s o wey roy J
shoot certain scenes. and saw an’ am—year-ol& both Rochester and ) UM P ON DOWN

church with marble and

They had plenty of
i to shoot.

The tour included fer-
ryboat rides between
countries, driving
through 15 tunnels

out of rock in
Norway, and taking and
overnight cruise from
Gslo to Arhus, Denmark.

Members of the South-
em Michigan Youth Cho-

They went shopping in

alabaster tombs of 37
sights to shoot. kings and queens in
Denmark.

In Sweden, they went
to Uppsala University,
which was founded in
1477. A visit to adiamond
factory was part of the

lands tour.

Adams high schools,
were on the same char-
ter flight to Amsterdam
from Detroit. The two
groups met again in
Amsterdam for the
return trip to Detrait.

The experience was
more than a “trip to
remember*’

remember."
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LEE’'S & KARASTAN CARPETS]

at lowest prices
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7o at Midalebel Bugh

America’s
Finest
Carpet

Mills.

Largest Selection
in the Area.

Call 477-4633

Men’s Down Parkas $85.%
_Kids “Dude” Jackets $36.%

Vests-
$42.%

Village Fashion Mall
19223 Merriman at 7 Mite

d

; Super Selection of Sale

S Parkas - UP to 50% OFF
;;:
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¢ THE MOUNTAIN\SHOP

29572 Orchard Lake Rd. at 13 Mile
Farmington Hills

851-4240

~ 8497 W. Grand River

speed and comp

*Improve study skills

classes.
» 8 evening sessions, 385%°
eq

eLearn from a professional who has succ-
essfully taught rapid comprehension for
seven years, Dr. Sanford Norman.

*Receive individual attention in small

851-6770
Orchard Mall, West Bloomfield
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YOUR COMPLETE
FLORAL & PLANT
CENTER

WIDEST SELECTION
FINEST QUALITY

“FLOWERS WIRED ANYWHERE « FAST DELIVERY
~OFFICE DECORATION * USE YOUR CREDIT CARD
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EVERGREEN PLAZA
19798 W, 12 MILE RD.

STERLING HEIGHTS
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WITH OPTION
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*Two 44-Note Keyboards
*20-One Finger Chords
*Autochord
*Note-A-Chord
*Auto Vari 28
+Brite Foot
+8ass Swing and

Bass Walk
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OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF NEW FALL FASHIONS

Suits & Sportcoats
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ANTIQUE
SHOU

The time is now fo start your fall wardrobe. It's a time to save money on the finest
men’s clothing in town. At Stephen-Bruce, we carry such designer names as: Lanvin,
Hardy Amies, Phoenix, Botany 500 and many others. For the next 3 days we are

reducing our prices 20% aft their original price. Men's fashion never looked so good. So
come over to Stephen-Bruce Ltd. and if there is a suit or sportcoat you fancy, take 20%
off the price. Fancy that. .
Originally Priced From $145.00 to $300.00 !

».fine laminates includ- ® parsons SEPTEMBER 27 N
e s g THRU 20 / OFF
I e o T o beds OCTOBER | ’

1 Personalized service at JOOOOOOOOOOOOOC STEPHEN
[ your home or office -

" VERY SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICES D
- Call for an appointment today! O YC) ()
F Cualive Toils, €k e e
u M. Wetsman V. Lesbove .
: 354-4125 8510789 NEWBURGH PLAZA (5 Milg & Nowburgh) Livonia 4540756 Major Crodit Cards Honored. Mon., Thurs, & Fr. 10:9, Tuss, Wed. & Sal 10:530
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