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Council targets 51 sites

Southfield opts for assisted housing

By JACKIE KLEIN

Subsidized family housing is coming
to after nearly two years of
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vehement protest and legal challenges
by irate residents.

In an emotion-packed, seven-hour
meeting Monday, about 500 provoked
homeowniers crammed city hall while
Southfield City Council selected five
scattered sites for 51 low and moder-
ate income family dwelling units. Most
dwellings will be townhouses.

Michigan State Housing Devel-
opment Authority (MSHDA), the
agency financing the mortgage for the
mrojects, requires 62 housing units,
i be placed in
rehabilitated homes and possibly
added to scattered sites approved by
council. N

Amid cheers and jeers from the gal-
lery in the meeting which lasted until 3
am., council members rezoned some
siles, gave the nod to other parcels
already 2oned multiple-family and lis-
tened to a parade of speakers who
wanted the housing plan dumped.

Eleven sites were recommended by
Southfield Scattered Site Housing
Committee for council consideration.

are the sites to be developed

by private enterprise, partially
b >

HDA, rent-subsidized

y
by HUD and managed by Southfield
Non-Profit Housing Commission:

—

* West side of Greenfield between
Webster and Morrison, 1.62 acres, 11
townhouse nits, was zoned office-

service,
- ® Southwest carner of Eleven Mile

and Franklin Road, 1.65 acres, 9 town-
house mits and one $60,000 existing
home, was zoned single-family
residential.

* Southeast corner of Lahser and
Eight and One-Half Mile, 1.4 acres,
nine townhouse units, was zoned
single-famnily.

® West side of Lahser between

" Brookside and Ten Mile, three acres,

15 townhouse umits, already zoned mul-
tiple-family.

 South side of Eleven Mile between
Greenfield and Fairfield, 3 % acres,
six townhouse units, already zoned
multiple-family.

Council President Philip Peterson
voted against all rezonings and site

Councilwoman Vicki Goldbaum
cast a “'no’” vote on rezoning the Lah-
ser-Eight and One-Half Mile site. Lil-
lian Jaffe was absent.

Councilman Steve Hurite asked the
city attorney and administrator to
review the possibility of the city buy-
ing McDonnell Tower 11, a senior citi-
2en housing center under construction
on Gvic, Center Drive and Berg. The
project is funded by MSHDA.

“Building and rehabilitating 62 hous-
ing units for low and moderate-income
families was a condition agreed upon
by the city in return for financing
McDonrell Tower," Hurite said.

“THE TOWER is being built by pri-
vate developers who may consider

selling. If voters approved a ballot
proposal for a bond issue or millage
increase to fund the senior citizen
project, scattered site family housing
would be dead,” he said.

‘The annual rent subsidy required for
the second senior citizen tower is
$750,000, according to Joseph Sutschek,
community development director. It
would cost $9 million to buy the proj
ed, he said.

The newly-formed Southfield Citi-
zens for Responsive Government
opposes the scaltered site plan . The
group hired attorneys to recom-
mend legal action in a last-ditch effort.

Another homeowner coalition, Com-
bined Property Owners Association,
opposed the original plan to build &
family townhouse units on the McDon-
rell Tower site, Because of opposition

e area residents, city offi-
cials and MSHDA a to scatter
the dwellings throughout the
communit;

y.
““This counil is a buffer between the

people and the federal bureaucracy,” .

Hurrite declared. *Cities should take on
the feds and try to cut the strings
attached to housing and other

jects.
P of residents Monday talked
about devaluation of property, block-
busting, traffic congestion and flight
as some of their reasons for opposing
the housing plan.

A number of residents questioned
the need for subsidized housing in
Southfield.

At least 1464 families living or

working in Southfield and earning less

1

than $19,200 a year would be eligible to
occupy low and moderate income fam-
ily units, Sutschek said.

“There’s no such thing as a free
lunch,” maintained J. M. Goldberg, a
resident of Aberdeen. “We'll be paying
more in taxes for police, fire, schools
and other services. We want to run our
own city. Let's give the money back to
the government instead of having Big
Daddy looking over our shoulders.”

Artie Fields, a Beechwoods resident
and school board trustee, claimed resi-
dents want to leave the city because of
the housing issue.

“It’s damn well not too late to keep
this mess out of Southfield,” Fields
said. “More lawsuits will be filed and
the housing will be tied up in court.
‘Why can't the city rehabilitate existing
homes as an allemative? Let the
aple :’tdde what they want for a

MSHDA, according to Sutschek, is
reluctant to finance rehabilitated
homes because remodeling costs are

uncertain,

James Molnar, a resident of Beech-
wood Acres subdivision and a member
of the new citizens’ group, said senior
citizens and young families can co-
exist on one site.

“RESIDENTS in the Civic Center-
Berg area claimed families would be
stigmatized and children would bother
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Pertect eyes are rare...most
need correction, at least to
some degree. Thice of the
most common causes of vi
Sion trouble are hyperopia
(farsightedness), mgpln
(nearsightedness) and atig-
maiism.

i front of Ine refina, Asligma-| N
tism resulls in rays al Some|

angles focusing properly|
while thase at other angles|
focus in front or behind the,
refina. In all cases, correctivel
lenses can be employed 1o
give a sharp, clear Image|
without eyestrain,

You do not have to know why|

't see well... an eye
examination will reveal the)
reason andindicate the need-
ed correction.

. _DR. D.W. SCHIFF
DR. H.J. KUTINSKY
Optomelrists
33474 'W. Seven Mile
7/Farmington Center
476-2021
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An October car loan and no pay-
ments until January, 1979. With up
to 48 months to_pay.

And the loan itself is a simple inter-
est installment loan—which offers
you opportunities to save interest
costs that you don't get with an ordi-
nary installment loan. All of which
makes October the month to buy.
And to borrow from us.

Visit us soon.
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FINANCE CHARGE
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46 Monthly payments of
ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE

$6,000.00
1,500.00

11.5% Simple Interest Auto Loans on New

Cars

25% down peyment. Subject to Approved Credit
Other Rates Available depending on Down Payment and terms.

Credit Life Insurance Available

An Equal Opportunity Lender

Our Drive-In Facility is open 62% Hours per Week
Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
for your Banking convenience.
Full Banking Services All Day Saturday, Drive-In & Lobby Open
until 4:30 p.m.

Your Hometown Bank

MEMBER FDIC INSURED 7O $40.000

Our Newest Location:
33443 Nine Mile, west
of Farmington Rd.

Michigan National Bank

Orchard Lake Ra

Farmington

24040 ORCHARD LAKE RD.soum or e
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Misdiebelt

Ten Mie

477-3330

Atiiliated with Michigan National Corporation @ $4.3 billion banking organization
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