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JOAN YOUNG

advice on divorce from Troy attorney

By SHERRY KAHAN

With an‘eslima!ed one of three mar-
riages ending in Splitsville, the phrase,
il death do us part"” seem to be on
the way to becoming as obsolete as,
“Give me your hand in marriage.”

While all ages have been affected by
the divorce explosion, it was mostly
middle-aged women who attended a
recent threehour daytime seminar on
divorce arranged by the Women's Jus-
tice Center of Detroit. It took place in
the Northwest Branch YWCA in Red-
ford Township. .

The seminar was designed to shed
light on divorce as it relates to chil-
dren, income, property, court pro-

cedure and how to pick a lawyer.
It seemed to be mostly homemakers
taking part in the program. The ones
on the brink of filing for a divorce
eagerly lapped up information pre-
sented to them by Joan Young, a Troy
attorney. Others were already in the
midst of divorce proceedings, and
appeared to be comparing what the
speaker said with what they had

I already heard from their lawyer.

MS. YOUNG DEFINED divorce
simply: The dissolution of the marital
relationship.

She added that under Michigan's no
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I throw very little away. I am con-
sistently amazed at the amount of
trash and garbuge my neighbors put
out on pick-up deys. I would like yoor
organkzation 1o emcowage people to
think about wimt they toss out. Isn't it

true that e  ean be used up or
over again in some.way or other?
P. Clawson

“ ¥
Well if not everything, then almost
everything. One of~Concern, Inc.,
Detroit's primary environmental edu-
cation efforts fs to recycl-

ire burying ourselves in our own

garbage.

- Concern, Inc. will offer a very good
* demonstration of recycling Friday, at
«its fifth annual Benefit Garage Sale.

Volunteers from Concern, will be

ling their own pots and pans,
clothing, fumniture, knick knacks and

more.
‘The sale will take place from 10a.m.
to 5 pm. at 290 Chesterfield in Bir-
i . The proceeds from the sale
will support (ioneeg'ns community

ing. You are in good company when
you say “‘use it ip,” It was Benjamin
Franklin who first said, “‘Use it up,
wear it out, make it daL or do
without", A
Recycling in its truest definition
simply means to use something & sec-
ond time. It is important to keep this
definition in mind when we are about
to discard any re-useable jtem. Using
anything a secand time can reduce our
solid waste burden by 50 per cent.
When you consider that each one of us
contributes some eight pounds of trash
per person pér day it is easy to imag-

‘Boss Lady’
writer set
for guest
talk |

Jo Foxworth, author of
the - recently-published
book “Boss Lady,” will

be the g\lmspeaixat;
joint dinner meeti

the Detroit cwzm of
American Women in
Radio and Television
and the Wornen’s Adver-
tising Club of Detroit at 7

Tickets are §14 and
reservations are
taken by Johanna
Solima; 963-1567, or
Mary McLeod, 963-1345.

Holden agency and asso-
ciate creative director of
Eric]

Currently she is presi-
Gent of Jo Foxworth,
Inc. in New York and is
2 columnist for “Adver-
tising Age” magazine ¢y

In “Boss Lady,” Ms.
Foxworth reveals how it

are: Female peopld with
another dimension of ¥,
intellect, knowledge and ¥
experience.”
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programs,
How can I get a copy of your recycl-
ing ceater list?
Mary S. Pearborn
For your free copy of Concern, Inc.,
Detroit’s recycling center list send a
stamped self-addressed envelope with

the word “'recycling” in the comner to
owr office at 1 Northfield Plaza, Troy,
43098

Concern Inc., Daro‘ll, answers your
oo consumer and environ-

mestal issnes.
GRACE R. GLUSKIN
Executive Director
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fault divorce. it is no longer necessary
to allege specific behavior on the part
of a spouse to be divorced. For a
divorce in Michigan, the marriage
must simply be broken down and rea-
sonably unable to be preserved.

Behavior, however, may affect the
outcome of the custody of children and
the division of property.

*Law is what the judge says it is,"
Ms. Young announced right off.
“There are 11 circuit court judges in
Oakiand County and 11 kinds of equity.

“The judge in a divorce case is
drawn blindly. and that is who you get.
If there is some sort of bias on the part
of the judge, he may be disqualfied. or
he may disqualify himself.""

Divorces can zip through ‘the court
fairly routinely unless seftlements of
children and property can't be reached
by the couple’s lawyers.

“There are no rules that say you get
half the property or alimony,"
observed Ms. Young. “The judge is
only bound by a statute that says the
property divison must be equitable:

“The judge can do anything he
wants. If you don’t like what he did,
you can appeal. The court rules say an
appeal must be made within a specific
period of time, a short period.

“If the time period runs out, you are
atr the merey of the court about get-
ting an appeal. Appeals are not ter-
ribly successful.”

WHAT HAPPENS when the prop-
erty is divided?

First there is a discovery process
when each side answers questions
about the property owned.

*“You, like your husband, have the
obligation to declare what money or
property you have,” said the attorney.

“If you don't tell, you might be held
for fraud. It doesn't mean you will lose
your money. ‘It just means that the
total property of the couple must be
considered in order to make an equi-
table division.

“Once the property settlement goes
through, there is nothing you can do
about it unless there was fraud.”

One of Ms. Young's few words of
hope to the wdmen was that more and
more courts are recognizing a
woman’s contribution to her husband's
monetary success.

Usually the lawyer recommends to
ber clients that they make a settle-
ment rather than count on alimony.
“There is no rule that he has to pay
alimony.” she indicated. I also coyn-
sel them to go out and find employ-
ment so they can support themselves.
Neither alimony or child supports is
reliable,” -

She referred to 2 study made sev-
eral years ago by the Oakland County
courts which showed that five years
alter the divorce, only 15 per cent of
the husbands were paying anything in

child support.

MS. YOUNG, a Birmingham resi-
dent, thinks that automatic wage
assignments may be the answer to the
father who is unwilling to support his
children. It would involve an order by
the court requiring employers to take
child support payments from the
father’s wages and send them to the
Friend of the Court, which in tum
would send them to the mother.

“In this way it would never get into
the husband’s pockets,” she com-
mented. “The employers would hate
the bookkeeping, but the woman would
always know that support would be
coming on a specific day. She could
live with some certainty.”

The problem of what to do with the
children is perhaps the most anguish-
ing aspect of divorce.

“Children are often lost in the
shuffle,” said the speaker. “That is
the tragedy of divorce.

** In general women get the children
but more and more fathers are
expressing a genuine interest in keep-
ing themn.”

To remove youngsters from the bat-
tleground of divorce, some judges
appoint a special lawyer to work on
their behalf, Ms. Young has been such
a lawyer, and she was quickly chal-
lenged by some of the women in the
audience when she announced she had

once decided to award custody to the
father.

"I BELIEVE THE MOST important
thing for children during a divorce is
stability,” she began. “They should
have at least one parent who has their
them as his primary interest.”

She then explained that the father in

case was in a stable position and
would keep the kids in the same home.
‘The mother was uncertain about her
desination and her future. In addition,
she has once left her husband and chil-
dren and went abroad with a
boyfriend.

How can you fight for your kids?
This was another question directed to

Ms. Young.

“Let me tell you a secret,”" she
responded. *The first person who asks
for an ex-parte order requesting cus-
tody, and serves it on the spouse, will
be looked upon a little more favorably
by the court.”

In ;ggiﬁun. the children will then be
awar temporarily to the spouse
getting the order. However, the other
Spouse can go to court and ask for a
change of the order. “Many times
what parents are looking looking for is
a fight, a way to vent their hostility,”
said Ms. Young. “They have to have
something to fight over. so they fight
about the kids.”
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grain Leather Collection in the Midwest . .
to say this (and many leather shops do),
matching Chairs and Ottomans in
are our 6 best-selling designs . .
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Crane exclusively
Faceliing.

» Waxing.
* Bust firming.

31513

® A Connle Crane skin care trealment is pure
induigence, and our skin care experts are
chosen from Europe’s finest facialists by Mrs.

 Safe, organic, nonsurgicat

* Acne treatment
* Streich mark & scar removal.
* Firming of upper ams, thighs.

Connie Crane, Registered Electrologist.

Unwanted Hair
Removed
Permanently

¥

European Elegance in Skin Care

Deep Pore Cleaning
and Skin Analysis
only $5.00 with coupon

expires 8/30/78
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For your private appointment, call
851-31
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The one indulgence
that’sgood for you.

What more can we say? Niggs offers you absolutely the finest, most extensive genuine top-
. at the very best prices ANYWHERE! It is so easy
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_hul we invite you to compare! Shown: Sofas,
your choice of saddle, rust or brown. Incidentally, these
. at best-selling prices!
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® 36 h. Chai
® Ottoman . ...

® 27%2" h. Chair
* Oitoman

= 4080 Telegraph at Long Lake Road (18 Mile) o Bloomfield Hills




