Young cartoonist dreams up crazy characters
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Meet LeRoy the bear and Brian the Waskul

By TERESA BANAS

LeRoy the Bear isn't quite as violent
today, as when he was first created.
According to his illustrator, he might
punch you in the mouth, but he
wouldn't shove a tire down your
throat.

_LeRoy has come a long way since
his conception by a young .Redford

. cartoonist, Brian (Joseph) Waskul.
Brian, a 16yearold Thurston High
Junior, has hopes to someday become
2 professional cartoonist, such as his
favorite illustrator, Jack Kirby of
Marvel Comics. .

LeRay and his buddies. Taco the
Cat, Moose Mole, Fals Wallabie,
Charlie Cheeta and others were
dreamed up by Brian's older brother,
Rick, in stories told to young Brian.

“I'd make up stories and tell them
to my brother and he'd use them,”
Rick Waskul says. He liked my char-
acters and always encouraged me to
tell another story. He's the one that
elaborates on them and puts them in

Rick Waskul is an aspiring illustra-
tor himself, and is presently flirting
with the idea of being a car designer.

Brian says the characters’ tempers
tave mellawed over the years since
His brother first described them in a
story. About a year and a half ago,
Brian gave visible dimension to these
gﬂ’n‘s and has since polished them
what they are today.

BRIAN DESCRIBES LeRoy's char-
acter as “'easy going.”

“In a lot of strips, he's the underdog
inthe end.” he says.

“*Fats Wallabie—he isn't very smart,
to say the least. He's a real car nut.
It's all he knows about.”

“Moose Mole—my brother's imagi-
mation, doesn't talk. He does a lot of
fancy footwork,"™

Brian saysMoose solely relies on his
feet for all activities, such as holding
things. lifting objects and even hitting
people.

“Taco—he's just a mischief maker,
just another Chessire cat."

About his favorite illustrator, Kirby,
Brian says. “*he's got good perspective
of everything. Things really stand out.
He has a lot more impact than other
illustrators.™

Brian is among seven children in the
Waskul family. His father is an illus-
trative designer.

Rick says they are all “arty in some
way, but Brian is the only one who
moved to the comic side.”

Brian, a soft-spoken young teen,
says he gathers most of his strip ideas
from “unusual situations™ around him.
Sometimes, he gets an idea from
watching television cartoons, though
“mellows out the violence.”

Not surprisingly, Brian is also a
comic book collector. He has more
than 1,000 books stacked in wood grain
boxes tucked away in his basement,

“I'M WORKING on a complete set
of the Fantastic Four series, from the
newest issue back. The first one costs
$350. It's going to take a while to get
that much money."

In addition to colledting, he also
repairs old comic books for himself
and friends.

His brother and promoter, Rick,
says he runs a “comic book bump
shop.™

Rick says it's not unusual to see his
brother carefully ironing out rumpled
}ngs and repairing pages by meticu-
lously pasting in missing fears and
painting in the rmissing parts.

The world of Brian Waskul—Wel-
come toit.
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| water conditioners---
[t softens the water.

o Itfilters out the cloudy
yellow and turbidity.
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Newest Member in the Reynolds Family
; of Quality Water Conditioning Products.
; The Combine is a combination of three

® ltremoves theiron and rust

This is no ordinary “water condtioner”--
the Combine is completely unique for
the purpose of solving rezl water prob-

The Combine is available in Cabinet
Models, Compact Models, and 2-tank
all fiberglass models-in a size for all
homes and small commercial applications.

COMBINE!

Liberal trade-ins

since 1931.

A name you can really trust!
Call day or night for a_ free
representative, no obligation

REYNOLDS WATER

Yes, you may rent them, too.
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Reynolds-—-Michigan's oldest water conditioning company--~
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Call Free 1-800-572-9575

Rental fees apply toward pur-
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pb FOR YOUR FREEZER
2+ U.S.D.A. Choice Sides of Beef

U.S.D.A, Choice Hindquarters $§23
One Week Only

Cut, Wrapped, Quick Freeze included in above price
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DID YOU HEAR? .

Alpine

. Crantng \ Fiteden
features:

Finnish Pasties
Homemade Pies
Old-Fashioned Soups
Ice Cream Delights

Breakfast Spectal~
FREE Cup of Coffee

Gam With Two Eggs—Any (-
10 Style, Bacon, Sausage,

Hash Browns, Butiered
Toast. 3

Tam

NO. 1~ 12008. Milford Rd., Hightand
889-6153

NEW LOCATION

NO.2 — 41602 W. 10 Mile/Meadowbrook

Novi — 349.8655
(Formerly Danny Burton's of Novi-10 Piazal

HOURS: Mon. thru Thurs. 6 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sun. 9-9
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SHADE TREES and other living plants used in smart land-
scaping can make your home worth over 30% more than the
same house without green, growing plantings. Our Rushton
Road Tree Farm, open Saturdays only through the fall sea-
son, offers a wide variety of trees to choose from. Tag your
favorites this weekend.

OFFICE & SALES YARD -
8600 Napier Road .
Northville, Michigan 48167
Monday - Saturday 8 am-5 pm
—

391111 &%

TREE FARM
Rushton Road, South Lyon
3 miles W. of Pontiac Tr., bet.7 & 8 Mile

12"x12"
75° sq. i

12"x12"”
80° sq. fi.

Colonlal Sampler

* EARLY AMERICAN INSPIRATION
* NATURAL CHARM

"« WROUGHT IRON
STYLING

* MEDITERRANEAN
FEELING

Saturdays only 8 am-5 pm
i Yy

* 2x4 LAY-IN PANELS

* NEW GRID HIDING
DESIGN

® .
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* FIRE RETARDANT
* WASHABLE
#9302

EA. REG. $5.60

m 30% orr

#902 SCOTCH PINE
@mstrong
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FREE

6-PACK OF

WITH THE PURCHASE
OF TWO CARTONS OF
Z-BRICK OR TWO
PAILS OF RUFF-IT.

$1030

REG. 14.99

Il

i Aeg. 6.66
CART. 5~BSgSq. e

COVERAGE

AZBRICE

WALLED LAXE: MON- FRI 8-6, SAT 8-5, SUN 10-3
HOWELL: MON-FRI 8-6, SAT 8-5

Cash and Can
fHAGGERTY

% LUMBER, & SUPPLY 0.

2055 HAGGERTY, WALLED LAKE. [313} 624-455) OR 3566166

227 M. BARNAL, HOWELL. 517) 546-9320
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