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“Supercop’ takes center stage...

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

It was a tale worthy of *“The FBI,"
p t,” or “Starsky and Hutch.”

Vincent ,28, Michigan's own
undercover supercop, spun a tale of
intrigue and heroics earlier this week.

Oakland County Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson trotted out his ace
investigator, Mazzara, to convince
members of the Oakland County Board
of Commissioners’ Persormel and
Finance committees to continue fund-
ing for the prosecutor's Organized
Crime Task Force.

WITH TELEVISION lights bright-
ening the room and a gaggle of report-
ers in tow, Mazzara told of organized
crime’s infiltration of Oakland County.

Organized crime, he said, has
moved from Detroit to Oakland
County, one of the wealthiest counties
in the nation.

Crime, he said, is pervasive and

. isguised by  legith

businesses and persons in high govern-
mental offices. He told of police offi-
cers and politicians on the take. He
told of land schemes. He told of mur-
der contracts and kidnap plots.

“IT'S LIKE RUNNING through a
mudfield trying to chase organized
crime,” said the swarthy-skinned Maz-
zara, who is never photographed. *'For
every step [ take, they take three.

“We're so far behind already. We
really have to fight them now,” he
added, making his pitch for continued

‘It’s like running through a mudfield trying
to chase organized crime. For every step |

take, they take three.’

- Undercover agent
Vincent Mazzara

funding for the task force.
i crime in

AS AN EXAMPLE of its per-
i in Oakland County, he said,

Detroit is one of the most sophis-
iticated operations in the country, he
said. “You don't see bodies stuffed in
the trunks of cars any more, You don't
find too many people getting their legs
broken.

*“That kind of stuff still ‘goes on in
New York,” he said.

Mazzara, who first began developing
his reputation as premier undercover
cop in a 1974 bust of a multi-million
dollar Detroit drug ring, estimated
there are only 300 persons in the
United States associated with the
Mafia and Cosa Nostra, the Big Two of

crime.
Of those 300, he said, about 20 lived
in the Detroit area and half of them
<live in Oakland County. He added that
hundreds of legitimate Oakland
County businesses are in some way
tied to organized crime figures.
Detroit’s organized crime network—
its legal and legitimate enterprises—
haul in about $1 million a day, he
estimated.

organized crime related businesses
and persons were buying up relatively
cheap land around the Pontiac
Silverdome.

He said the criminal elements had
enough money, power and influence in
Qakland County to win favorable zon-
ing changes and make financial kill-
ings by selling the land to national
hotel chains and other developers.

MUCH OF MAZZARA'S narrative
focused on how he infiltrated the
courty’s organized erime network for
14 months. His work, with support
from the Michigan State Police and
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
resulted in the arrest of a Pontiac city
commissioner, a Pontiac policeman,
several labor leaders and more than 30
Oakland County residents.

He posed as a highrolling Florida
underworld figure and became
increasingly involved in Oakland

y schemes and scams.

It required a false driver's license,

false credit cards and a bit of maneu-

wering in Washington D.C. He said
crime records in the nation's capital
bad to be altered to make sure he
would pass any inspections by corrupt
law enforcement officials there,

Even his wife had to play a role in
the drama. She was cast as Mazzara's
grlfriend, an Eastern Airlines stew-
ardess.

He told of being a hired killer and

ing part of a kidnap plot.

“It’s nothing for them to have some-
ome killed. It's nothing for them to
have someone injured," he told a rapt
andience.

He told of a fast-paced, highiving
lifestyle complete with a new Cadillac,
a Lincoln Continental, and $2 cigars.
There were 17-man surveillance
teams, airplanes and helicopter
chases.

“We touched organized crime in
Oakland County,” he said.

““You get to see who else it touches,
‘There was a guy,” he said, “who held
an innocent job. It was an eight-to-five
job. On weekends he operated a gam-
Rling operation.”

UNLIKE NORMAL police work,
Mazzara and Patterson said, the
organized crime task force singled out
lnown organized crime figures and
tried to build cases against them.

‘That job, they said, becomes harder
and harder as organized crime figures
“insulate themselves further and fur-
ther away from law enforcement
officials.”

... 0 save crime unit’sbudget

Eleven Oakland County Organized
Crime Task Force investigators may
find themselves booted out of their
county courthouse offices come

January.
The county board of commissioners,
with an eye to sefting next year's
budget, are scrutinizing the much-pub-
licized strike force. And L. Brooks
Patterson, the county’s fiery, trash
prosecutor, is trying to convince the

board that its $%-million i is F. later dismi the

paying dividends. charges, saying the prosecution didn't
As of Monday afternoon, many com-  obtain needed search warrants. Pat-
i remained i TSON is ing the decision.

THE TASK FORCE captured head-
lines as well as hoodlums several
months ago when, in cooperation with
the state police and the FBI, it
arrested 39 persons in a Pontiac num-
bers racket.

However, District Court Judge Carl
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Friday Evening, September 22nd at 8 pm.

at our Galleries

Pattersonr told the county board's
personnel and finance committees this
week that the task force has court
cases and investigations pending con-
ceming everything from passing bad
checks to extortion and murder

Lracts,

cont .

WHILE PATTERSON may boast
that the organized crime unit may
have issued more search warrants
than any other county law enforce-
ment unit, some members of both
committees refused to support the
prosecutor’s request.

Commissioner James Lanni (R-
Royal Oak), one of Patterson’s most
ardent supporters, said he was afraid
the strike unit would become a

‘gestapo.”

I don't see the relationship between
what you've done and organized
crime,” said Commissioner Alexander
Perinoff (D-Southfield). Parinoff said
that many of the task force's
investigations. had resulted in con-
victions on relatively minor counts.
‘Those types of investigations, he sug-
gested, might be better handled by
cother county police departments.

OTHER COMMISSIONERS argued
that the task force could not possibly
make a dent in the county’s organized
crime power structure.

They said it was too small and
under-financed to make a significant
difference, They added that they could
not afford to fund it properly.

Instead of ncing a courty unit,

mmissioners wondered if it *

some col
might not be better to contribute to the
state pelice or FBI.

“1 just think we're spending too
much money to investigate things that
other people are (investigating),” Per-
inoff said.

*¥ look at the appropriation and I'm
wondering if we shouldn't have our
own strike force. Maybe we should put
our money into a larger agency,”
added Commissioner Robert Gorsline
(R-Milford).

THE SCRUTINY of the task force
isn't likely to end in the near future.

Patterson’s budget requests still
have to go to his political rival, County
Executive Daniel T. Murphy. Mur-
phy’s budget recommendations will
come back to the board of com-
misisioners for final approval, And
barring any executive velo, a budget
will be adopted before the new year.

Winslow Homer - 1881

MAJOR COLLECTION

19th, 20th Century American & European Art

AMajor Collection of Important 19th and 20th Century
American and European Qil Paintings, Watercolours,
Drawings and Etchings. This auction features the Henry
Pariser Collection of Birmingham, Michigan and other
private collectors. -
Including works by: Pablo Picasso, CM. Russeli,
JH. Shamp, Walt Kuhn, John E. Femeley, Sr., Honore
Daumigr, Edouard Cortes, O.C. Seltzer. Adroin, jJames
E Stuart, Cherubino Kirchmayr, Georges d'Espagnat,
Alphonse Leon Quizet, Jean Jansem, Bernard Buffet,
Sigmund Kozlow, Rueven Rubin and others.

The Entire Collection will be open to the public for
viewing Thursday, September 21 from [0 AM. to
4 PM. and'7 t09 P.M. (See notice below.)

Terms: Cash, Check and American Express.

Fully Illustrated Catalogue: $10 postpaid.

For Information: call (313) 338-9203.

Note: This auction will be held in conjunction with the
Carrie Lee Orientalia Auction held Saturday, September
23rd at 12 noon,

Special Notice: There will be an
OPEN HOUSE .
at our Galleries with proceeds to benefit
THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ART
Thursday, September 21st

from 10AM.to4 P.M.and 7 P.M.to 9 P.M.

featuring the above-mentioned collection and
oriental antiquities from the famous Carrie Lee

Chinese Restaurant.
Donation: $2.00 per person.
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Spedialists-Auctioneers-Apprisers

825 Woodward Ave., Pontiac, Michigan
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Sale ends September 28

325 s. washington royal oak, mich. 48067

-~

Ve A. White Painted Trio
Two Chairs-15" seat

{choice of two styles)

Table-21"x21" High

Sale $139.95

Reg. 3180

B. R
Burnished Rattan Trio v/
Two Chairs-15" seat
Table-18"x18" High
Sde $149.95

Reg. $160

C.

Burnt_Bamboo and
Cane Set

Settee-14" Long
Table-18"x30"x18" High
Two Chairs-17" Seat

Sale $299.95
Reg. 3130

i i |\

The Enchanted Plant

Open 7 Days a Week

That Wicker Touch
-

548-1113

v

AUCTION

Saturday, Septernber 23rd at 12 noon
Featuring ORIENTAL ANTIQUITIES

removed from the famous

Carrie Lee Chinese Restaurant
of Birmingham. Michigan
{and other ing items i

Featuring: Ivories, jade and other rare hardstones.
Chinese and Japanese Porcelains. Period Oriental
Furniture, Bronze Sculptures. Netsuke Collection.
Chinese Silk Tapestry. Antique Chinese Free-
Standing Screens and Wall Panels, Cloisonne, Peking
Class— Over 200 outstanding items:

Partially liustrated Catalogue: $5.00 Postpaid.
Terms: Cash, Check or American Express,

The Entire Collection will be open to the public for
viewing Thursday. September 2| from 10 AM. to 4 P.M.
and from 7 to 9 P.M. at an Open House to benefit The
Detroit Institute of Art. Donation: $2.00 per person.
The view and the auction will be held at our Gal-
leries in Pontiac, Michigan.

For Information: call (313)338-9203. Note: This
auction is held in conjunction with our Art Auction,
friday, September 22nd at 8 p.m,

C.B.CHARIES GAILERIES

EstateSpedialists-Auctioneers-Appraisers

825 Woodward Ave., Pontiac, Michigan

6 hours ... 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, September 23

At our 1 Day Warehouse Sale, you'll find great values
on furniture for every room of your home! Select from
such famous ,names as Drexel, Thomasville, Heritage,
Woodard, Ficks Reed, Tropitone, Selig, and Henredon.

Choose from a large selection of one-of-a-kinds,
floor samples, cancellations, slightly damaged and dis-
continued items.

So come on in! We've set aside a section of our huge
Ferndale Warehouse to use as our own Clearance Center.

* Sofas * Loveseats * Sectionals

* Dining Rooms * Dinettes

* Bedrooms * Bedding

* Plus...A Large Selection
Of End-Of-Season
Patio Furniture

1400 ACADEMY, FERNDALE

It's in a secure, easy to reach location with free parking
for 300 cars. Convenient indoor loading facilities speed
up your take-with purchases and ease the problems
created by inclement weather.

All items sold as shown. No layaways. All sales final.
All items subject to prior sale. 1/3 deposit is required.
All purchases must be delivered or picked up by Oct. 7.
Take-with to save delivery charges.
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