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Auto tips

New tires

By PATRICK KELLY

Many new-car buyers are finding some unusual
symbols on their tires this year—things like
“P215/5R14,” “kg" and “kPa."

Don't get exdited. It's all part of the country's
gradual conversion to the metric system over the
next few years.

The automobile manufacturers are playmg a
leading role in making the use of metrics visible.
While the pharmaceutical industry has been met-

. mic for some time, and 35mm-film is common,
metrics are the exception rather than the rule in
American life. Englms in liters are now being fol-
lowed by tires in KPas.

Whenever auto manufacturers design a com-
pletely new vehicle or change the size of most
components, they usually express the new meas-
urements in metric dimensions—millimeters,
cubic centimeters, kilograms, kilopascals (metric
wnit of air pressure), ete.

Tire manu!acmrers are now making tires with
metric size designations and metric load/inflation
labeling as original equipment for some new
vehicles and for the replacement tire market. In a
few years, nearly all US.-made cars may come
with metric tires, say tire industry officials,

INCHES AND pounds don’t convert into mil-
limeters and kilograms in round numbers, so the
metrie tires are not always exactly Inter-
changeable with alphanumeric tire sizes,

As aresull, molorists must be very careful when
they replace metric tires with alphanumeric tires
5 snow tires or vice versa,

“The changeover can susually be made if caution
is excercised. The tire buyer and dealer should
consult tire lond and infation tables and tire manu-
factueres’ conversion charts to make sure the
replacement tire will do the job adequately. Some-
times, air pressue must be increased in the
replacement tire according o the published
recommendations.

Most Americans have a vague idea that in the
metric system, length is measured in millimeters
and weight by kilograms.

However, the wnit for air pressure—kilopascal
(abbreviated kPa)—is not widely known. There
are roughly seven kPas to one PSI.

TO SIMPLIFY things for the buyer, the U.S.
Department of Transportation requires that tire
load and inflation pressure continue to be labeled
in both the conventional pounds of load and pounds
per square inch (PSI) of inflation pressure as well
as kilograms and kilopascals.

Inthe example cited above, “P" means passen-
ger tire, * is the cross section width in mil-
limeters. the ratio of height to width of the
tire cross section. ““R'* means radial, and 14" is
the diameter of the rim in inches. “R" may be
replaced by “D" to signify diagonal or bias ply
construction. The letter *'B" indicates belted bias
construction,

‘There also is a new family of high infiation, tem-

go metric

are tires, used to save space and weight
ﬁmngn;pnew cars. On those tires, the letter T
for “lemparary" replaces the P for
“'passenger."

So, in essence, a new famxly of passenger car
tires with metric markings is being produced by
tire manufactrers as part of the automotive
industry's gradual conversion to the metric

Load and inflation figures are given in both met-
ric and convention terms on the new *‘P-series™
tires. The other sidewall markings remain the
same. These include the Department of Transpor-
tation tire identification number and the type of
cord in various plies.

For more information regarding *P-metric™ tire
markings, write the Tire Industry Safety Council,
766 National Press Building, Washington, D.C.
20045.

Salesn;an honored

John Rogin of Crestwood Dodge recently
received one of the highest awards that Chrysler
Corp. offers its salesmen.

Rogin was chosen as one of the top volume sales-
men from among 25,000 Dodge salesmen through-
out the United &ales He sold 400 cars during 1977.
Rogin has been a new car salesman at Crestwood
Dodge in Garden City for five years.

use so far this year he has sold more cars
and trucks than Jast, Rogin should receive a higher
award for 1973. said John Cini, sales manager at
Crestwood Dodge,
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Typical example, $4500 loan: A new van or pickup with a cost of
$6000 purchased under our 36 monih, low monthly payment plan
requires a 25% down payment of $1500. The balance ol the
purchase price, $4500, can be financed as follows:

36 months total finance charge is only $809.64 — Annual
percentage rate is 11.08% with payments of $147.49 each.

FIDELITY BANK OF SOUTHFIELD

OAN DEPT, Phone: 6424999 10 %40 MLE EVERGREEN Prone 2565422 g =z
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