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Disputes poll findings

W MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Is support [arlhe '1‘1sd1 property tax
cu.pmpnml

Not in mei.mpoman Detroit, accord-
ing to several area Tisch organizers.

“I wish those pollsters would come
down here,” said Tisch representative
Lawra Wofford about a poll released
lm week which showed Tisch support

"Weve got 50 to 75 persons coming
here three nights a2 week,” said the

fayne County organizer for Tisch.
“People are still backing the tax cut.”

‘The poll, conducted by Market Opin-
ion Research of Detroit, showed that
these who say they’ll vote for the
Tisch amendment to cut property
taxes in half and allow increases in the
personat income tax, dropped from 41
[.n' cent during the summer to 34 per

I.n addillon. the poll says the number
oppesing the adoption of the state con-
stitutional amendment increased from
31 per cent to 36 per cent.

“LXKE MOST information that's

ished in the newspapers, that's
false, said Ms. Wolford, a Westland
businesswoman.

“If people continve to hear the lies
long enough, they'll believe them,”
said Larry McKenna of Clinton, direc-
tor of Tisch's southeastern Michigan

organzing.
“The real l'glu is gomg to be in
southeastern Mi

As supporters for the various con-
stittional amendments rally down the
backstretch to the Nov. 7 election,
McKenna said Tisch backers in south-
eastern Michigan are trying to expand
their support beyond blue-collar work-
ers and small business owners.

While McKenna acknowledges Mar-
ket Opinion’s poll, he said he could
come up with his own figures to show
support was increasing.

“The polls,” he predicted,
going to shift very rapidly.”

“are

Tax cut lieutenant
denies desertwns

“Just wait until the
ballots are counted.
Everybody'll be
shocked, just like they
were when we got the
petition signatures.”
~Tisch organizer
Laura Woffard

“Just wait until the ballots are
counted,” Ms. Wofford added. “Every-
body’li be shocked, just like they were
when we got the petition signatures.™

She called the passage of the Tiesh
tax plan “inevitable.”

Diesel tax splits area lawmakers
Fear of truckers’ backlash
fails to snap cap on fuel levy

By TIM RICHARD

The Michigan Senate put off to this
week a decision on whether to raise
gesoline and diesel fuel taxes and
vehicle weight taxes.

But on one point it agreed last
Thursday: If gasoline taxes are going
to rise two cents a gallon, dieselfuel
taxes will rise with them.

The senate beat down a finance com-
mittee amendment to leave the diesel
fuel tax at seven cemts a gallon,
despite

been running almest unanimously
it.

One notable exception: Edward H.
McNamara, who as mayor of Livonia
wants to see cities’ road funds beefed
w%percentandaschamnan nfthe

called a party caucus in the middle of
‘Thursday afternoon to see if he could
pnt together enough votes for passage.
He couldn't, so the bills were put off
until this week.
Democrats reportedly wanted

that
truckers would fuel up in Ohio and
Indiana to beat the increase.

THE FINAL wvotc, after hours of
maneuvering, was 17-16.

Voting to keep the diesel fuel tax as
part of the $168.5 million *total trans-
portation package” were Sens. Wil-
liam Faust (D-Westland), R. Robert
Geake (R-Northville) and Bill S. Hufi-
man (D-Madison Heights).

Voting to remove the diesel hike
from the bill were Sers. Daniel S.
Cooper  (D-Oak Park) and Donald
Bishop (R-Roche:

y
come up for a final vote this week. He
said his mail from private citizens had

Authority would hke to see public tran-
sit funding hiked the same proportion.

Said Geake: “We can fund the tran-
sit hmdmg ($20 million) ot of existing
revenue. 1 don’ think we need new
revenue.”

THAT ILLUSTRATED the dilemma
many senators found themselves in
last week. Cities and road commis-
sions (with the exception of Oakland
County’s) were solid in seeking new
road funds,

But many suburban and outstate

senators were hostile to SEMTA and *

its rapid transit plans, some of which
include a subway in the Woodward
Avenue corridor,

Democratic Floor Leader Faust

r pressure from
Gov. Milliken, to put up at least six of
'heu- 14 votes for the tax part of the

Bm only three Republicans support
it—Gilbert Bursley of Ann Arbor,

Richard Allen of Alma and Hal Ziegler
of Jackson.

Republicans offered a deal the Dem-
ocrats refused: If certain “swing" dis-
trict senators such as Jerome Hart of
Saginaw would back the tax hikes, the
GOP would find six votes from its
cavens.

‘The apparent strategy is that Demo-
crats wanted only senators from
“safe” districts to support the tax
hikes while the GOP sought to use
those votes as a weapon against sena-
tors they might pick off Nov. 7.

Commissioners get impatient
to clip county executive wings

Changes are coming slow for the
Oakland County Board of
Commissie

‘WHILE THE MARKET Opinion poli
showed Tisch losing suppert, it shnwed ioners.
ﬁﬂxnm:al{rwm: ";‘fh rate Head- For the past year, the board has
2 N Inrglyw ng as far as been trying to convince the state legis-
“Suppo ks dam Kesman lature to curiail the powers of the
we're concerned,” sai aTSI‘” county executive. Changes are
for Taxpayers United for Tax Limita- expected, but according to many

tion, the group pushing the Headlee

Au:orli.ing to the poll, support for the
amendment that would limit state
spending to a fraction of personal
income has held steady at 44 per cent.
Only 17 per cent, said the pollsters, are
opposing the limitation plan. About 28
per cent of the voters, they say, are
undecided.

OCC tops 20,000 mark

Enrollement is booming at Oakland
Community College (OCC).

‘The multi-campus college registered
20,037 persons for fall semester clas-
ses. That represents a 1,175 person
increase over last fall's enrollment
and surpasses the previous record of
18,876 set in 1975.

Farmington Hills' Orchard Ridge
campus remains the OCC system's
largest with 6,909 students. The
Auburn Hills campus in Auburn
Heights enrolled 6,194 students and the
Southeast Campus System registered
3,808 students & its Oak Park, Royal
Oak and Madison Heights locations.
‘The Highland Lakes campus enrolled
3,131 students.

New and expanded programs
accounted for. much of the increase.
More than 80 students registered for

the new auto body vehicle repair pro-
gram at Auburn Heights, for example.

‘The new culinary arts program at
the Orchard Ridge campus is filled to
capacity, according to college
offick

members of the board, they are too
Iittle, too late,

The proposed amendments to state
law that created Oakland’s county
executive form of government, limit
the executive’s heretofore unlimited
‘veto powers.

The house of representatives
recently approved the changes. The
next step is the state senate's,

WHEN THE AMENDMENTS are
formally adopted, the county execu-
tive will no longer be able to veto
board decisions concerning its organi-
zational structure, board appoint-
ments, policy decisions concerning
pending legislation and a board deci-
sion to abolish the county executive.
form of government.

THE
BOARDROOM

For the most
interesting ways
to keep up
appearances.
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Courty Executive Daniel T. Murphy
can now veto any board action.

‘The legislature’s proposed changes
also call for the county parks and rec-
reation department to be merged
under the county executive's adminis-
trative umbrella.

lems,” said Commissioner Wallace
Gabler (R-Royal Qak), chairman of
the board. “We'll have to work on it
next year and the year after and prob-
ably'.l’re year after that.

“But we're slowly improving a bad
piece of legjslation.”

HOUSE BILL #4407, which passed the
house a week earlier with only one
vote to spare, calls for raising the
gasoline tax from the current nine
cents to 11 and the diesel fuel tax from
seven cents to nine. The last increase
was five years ago.

Oddly enough, both backers of the
transit package—such as Sens. Patrick
McCullough (D-Dearborn) and David
Plawecki (D-Dearborn Heights)—and
opponents—such as Geake and Jack
Welborn (R-Kalamazoo)—split on the
diesel fuel hike.

McCollodighand and Welborn argued
that Michigan would lose 3040 per
cent of its dieself fuel tax revenue,
along with a lot of truck stop business,
if the tax were hiked 28 percent. Ohio
and Wisconsin collect seven cents a
gallon and Ohio eight.

They said it would be futile to raise
the diesel tax because truckers could
too easily avoid it. Some large trucks
have 200-gal. tanks with ranges of 1, 000
miles, they said.

Plawecki responded: “I recognize
the concerns of the tmck stop busi-
ness, but they're no different than the
concerns of anybody else. If ae
exempt them, we're saying,
trucking indust; ry s‘mld not pay ror
upgrading the

“Trucks cause 25 per cent of road
maintenance and bring in 10 per cent
of the revenue. They're gefting a two
cents (a gallon) break already,” Pla-
wecki said.

HUFFMAN, whose district includes
the southeast part of Troy, admitted
“T did the biggest flip-flop of all” in
decuimg to support the transportation

“If you take a poll, everyone will teli
you they want better facilities—better
universities, better mental health, bet-
ter roads. But they don’t want to pay
for them.

s et
propesed changes don't
B far gl Yelvets Cleaned

Commissioner Alexander Perinoff
(D-Southfield) chided his fellow com-
missioners. “How can we sit here
supinely just like sheep?” he asked.

He and other Democrats suggested
the executive’s veto powers be limited
to county ordinances, line items in the
annual budget and board
appropriations.

Such a change will bring Murphy's
powers in line with those of Michigan's
governor.

EVEN SOME POWERFUL Republi-
cans agreed that the legislature’s

amendments do not go far enough.
"“It’s not an answer to all our prob-

Hichey Freeman

DETROIT

Gt

David Whitaey Bldg.
Detroir

Watch For
ELIAS

Foobs

DISCOUNT

IWHEN YOU NEED A LAWYERI

Divorce Real Estate Gustom
Bankruptcy Corporate
Wills Accident Cases

Law offices of
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five minutes. Crack se
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SENIOR CITIZENS
LUXURY LIVING
™

an-adult community
2901 Franklin Road, Sauthfield, Michigan

apartmenis now available for occupancy.
HOURS:

Dally & Sunday
10 a.m. 1o 4 p.m.

Pre Season

INSULATION

FREE ESTIMATES

Roll Insulation’ Available for Do-Il-Yoursellers

478-6046 » 227-4839

ger. 1000 sg. ft. ceiling
6% blown tiberglas

722-0610

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

ALADDIN “GENIE”

Serving Tri-County Areas
WESTLAND

/ BY ALLIANCE

A ogie

INSTALLED

SOLID STATE
CONTROLS

$175.00
DIGITAL
CONTROLS
1 YEAR WARRANTY

Al
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Pet odor removal

Scotchgard

Licensed Applicator

Greasy
from vel

. DELICATE FABRIC SPECIALIST

Cheerful Free Estimates

longer with expert restoration
We guarantee to gel it clean.

Trai

other fabrics, also

ur furniture for years

soil extracted--even
vet and rayon fabrics

ined spot removal

Have your carpets steam cle:
truck-mounted equipment. Gi

and drier than all other methods

aned, using powerful new,
ets carpets safety cleaner
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&= 421-53

Carper Cleaning
NORTH

80 558-0050
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| YOUR PERSONAL
SHIRTMAKER

INVITES YOU —

We
the

TO OUR
GRAND OPENING
”OPEN HOUSE”

w—
N

are pleased to announce]
“Grand Opening™ of our]

Ernest Drucker

new store and custom work-|
shop. You are cordially invited]
to our Open House Monday -|
Saturday Sept. 25-30 Hrs. 9:30-]
5:30 Thurs. Evening till 8:30

executive custom

shirtmakers inc.

207 S. WOODWARD AVE.
next to Birmingham Theatre

BIRMINGHAM, MICH. 48011

PHONE 642-0460

VISA & MASTER CHARGE ACCEPTED

Sales &
- Service

PONTIAC
335-9079

PARTS &
SERVICE

These apariments are pleasant, comfortable,
secure places lo live. Each resident has the com-
plete privacy of a one or two bedroom apartment
AND fine meals in an elegant reslaurant. Organ-
ized activities are available. There is socializing
in the lounges. Transportation and maid and
linen service is furnished. A limited number of

(313) 353-2810
$600 PER MONTH

Buy 110 10 Medium
attheregularprice

'“@

FICK UP ONLV
Expl
l 10/1/78

‘Jnnes Insilation” Supplies Et

{FREE"

Vizzas |

Get same number
of ldanﬂc!l PIZZAS

itile Caesars Pizza §

One coupon per customer

Datrolt News and Free Pre:

at participating stores
listedin this week’

Co-ordinated by Jeanne Fishman

SEPT. 21 - SEPT. 30

Don't miss the Stove King from Salt Lake City
50 restored stoves from 1825-1910
Daily Demonstrations & Repair Services

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9

Somerset Mall

Arctic Cat Ladies’
Pants $15

Storewide Sale of o
Snowmobile Clothing¥ §

V.LP. style
Jackets $20

-

Other days 10-6

Men’s Arctic Cat Jackets $20

Men's Arctic Tiger Pants
Size XLg long $20

We have a complete line of Raven & Midwes
Sizes from childrens 3 to adh
also a good selection of bools, gloves, hel

Men's & Ladies Jackels $20

) 15% - 20% off list price.

WHILE SUPPLY I.ASTS

at low_prices.
ult 5X. We also have longs 'or you tall folks. There's

st snowmobiling clothi

Imets & shiel

COUNT.PRICES: -

SNOWMOBILE PARTS
WE HA LARGE LINE OF .SNOWMOBILE. REPLACEMENT
PARTS FOR CURRENT AND oL MODEL MACH!NES AT DIS-

RECREATIONAL LEISURE CORP.
30717 WEST 10 MILE ROAD
FARMINGTON HILLS 477-0212
HOURS: WEEKDAYS 9-6
SAT. 9-2




