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Group forms to

By DIANE ABRAMS
_ Itis the objective of most parents to
Insure a secure life for their offspring
after they are gone.

However, the parents of the men-
tally ilt often worry about uncertain
a\’txe their children will one day have

ce.

A group of concerned Bloomfield
Hills residents have begun to answer
some of the questions about with what
and where the mentally handicapped
can be cared for. Called Voice for the

ly Handicapped, Inc., (VMH),
the growing organization is a nonprefit
housi; iont of 30
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want to make the residents as com-
fortable and happy as they can be to
the extent of their abilities,” said Lee
Nicke, vice-president of the group.

“Why should the mentally ill
deprived of a home?"

It was this belief, coupled with con-
cern for his own mentally handicapped
daughter, that motivated George

f, founder of VMH, to seek
others interested in insuring care facil-
ities for the mentally handicapped.

nues,” said DeLoof. “As a parent of a

using

Its objective is to deyelop a home-
life environment for mentally or emo-
tionally handicapped persons who do
not require hospitalization, but cannot
function in the total community. ,

“The idea is to create a home-like
atmosphere as much as possible, We

I had concem for my
daughter’s future after my wife and I
were no longer here.

“I found that a lot had been done for
the mentally retarded, but little was
available for the mentally disturbed.”

Each of the homes that the VMH is
proposing will accomodate 12 resi-

Arts commission starts
year with $6,000 grant

‘The Farmington Area Arts Commis-

sion has received a grant from Mich-
igan Council for the Arts in the amount
of $6.000 to continue art endeavors in
the community.
The money received, along with
ion by

this year for March, and the artist-in-
residence program in late spring.

The Children’s Art-In, given in con-
Jjunction with Farmington Festival for
the second year this past summer, is
now a standard part of the year’s pro-

And the issi il

money allotted to thé i y

Farmington and Farmington Hills,

contribute to the budget of the joint
100,

Headed by Beverly Ellis, the com-
mission works to coosfiinate the
donated time and labors of all groups
in the two communities in art-related
efforts.

The commission’s calendar for the
1978-79 year will carry five concerts at
Oakland Communit

in the
another season.

The band concert, programmed for
seniors and the handicapped, is set

College. Art

Y
Schools goes into

Wi
continue to support the Farmington
Artists Club exhibits in the fall and
Spring.

A GRANT from the Michigan Foun-
dation for Ars, an affiliate of the
Michigan Council for the Arts,
spotlights the work of John Glick The
Farmington resident who is known
ration wide for his pottery took a seat
on the arts commission last year.

He has been chosen as the subject of
a film that will show the artist at work
in his studio. The film will be shown on
Channel 56; then distributed through-
out the state.
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Our New
FALL SHIPMENT
ISIN
> Sizes % - 22

+ * Blouses
® Coordinates

Large Selection

FALL SUITS

Sizes 3-20

¢ Slacks
* Suits

*18°

Exclusively for women _
3 to 46 and 14%: to 26% :

CAROLINA OUTLET’

28503 FIVE MILE — LIVONIA'S PLAZA .
BETWEEN MIDDLEBELT & INKSTER -» 427-6780
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30, Thurs.” tif 8:30

Blgerver & Ercentric

Classified Ads “‘Work!

Starting  Tuesday, October 3

38503 W. Ten Mite Road, Farmington
9 10 9 Daily

AF. ..

THE COUNTRY’S
CLASSIEST
SEWING CLASSES
ARE
STARTING NOW:

Come to the classes that change your fashion life.
Learn the Ann Person™ Method of Sewing that lets
you make clothes in one half the time of ordinary
sewing. If you have never sewn before, the very first
lesson teaches you how to make a fabulous fashion
T-shirt—by the eighth, you can make a total marvelous
wardrabe. And not only do you feel marvelous about
yourself, about a whole new world of fashion savings—
but oh, how wonderful and individual you look!

8 2.HOUR CLASSES

Wednesday, October 4
Wednesday, October 18

For class information, call 477-8777

The Ann Person Method

taught only at:your

Stretch & Sew Fabric Center

NI S T (17

910 6 Friday

Tto 9pm.
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
9:30t0 11 aum.

In the Freeway Shopping Center
910 5 Saturday

dents, The bedrooms will be large and
altractive, with facilities to sleep two
people each. M

The outside of the building, like the
inside, will be designed to create an
atmosphere as close as possible to that
of a family house.

“We want to keep the occupancy
rate down to 12 residents so that each
person is assured of any necessary

attention, Twenty-four hour super-
vision will be provided by live-in house
parents,” said Nickel.

Although VMH has found the public
to be generally receptive 0 its objec-
tives, implementing its plans is a long
and complicated task, often woven
with red-tape and disappointments,

‘When the group asked the state for
money three years ago, it was
informed of the specific criteria that
raust be met to set up such facilities,

First, the group nust affiliste with a

ing organization that would act
mnmnlﬁ)rella. ‘The umbrella would
guarantee the continuation of the pro-
gram. After months of searching, Civ-
itan, an international community serv-
ice organization, agreed to sponsor the
Broup.

The next step will be to select a site
for the first home. Once a successful
home is established, VMH plans to
build more. It hopes that other service
groups will eventually copy its idea.

THE STATE, which can supply
money, will require that the homes be
built around the state. Already sugges-
ted are potential sites in Marquette,

YOU AR]EOINVITED

October 3, 1978 i w.m.
Luncheon and Designer Fashics
by L.L. Hudson Co.
With special guest

MARY MARTIN

For Reservations call 335-1404

BIFOLD DOORS?

don't paint, stain or varnish them,
mirror them!

T U UL LG Ll

HYATT REGENCY, DEARBORN

ST. HUGO OF THE HILLS ALTAR GUILD
$12.50 per person

Grand Rapids and Lansing,

“All we know at this point is the the
first home will be in Oakland County.
We're not sure as to an exact location

yet.

“We had been promised specific
property in the past, but for one rea-
son or another, things always fell
through,” said Nickel,

Money will be needed to get started.
Once VMH meets state criteria, a low-
interest mortgage from the Michigan
State Housing Authority
will be made available toit.

However, this will cover only the
cost of the structure and part of the
land scquisition. VMH must raise
money to supplement the $300,000
expected from the state. This money
will cover the cost of furnishing and
‘maintenance of the various homes.

“We have ideas for fund raising,”
said DeLoof. “However, we need Sup-
port and will appeal to foundations and
interested companies and corporations
for donations.

“'Success also depends on the num-
ber of concerned individuals willing to
work with us and support our efforts.”

THE COST for house members will
be covered by supplemental security
income, such as social security and
state aid, he said. Admission to a VMH
home will be determined by a board
comprised of state supporting
agencies,

To enter ane of the homes, someone
must be at least 18, have a mental or
emotional handicap at any level of

nonviolent iliness or retardation, and a
good capacity for self care. Housing
could be temporary, resi-
dents with chronic illnesses could stay
indefinitely, including the remainder
of their lifetimes.

“The key word ing admit-
tance is compatibility,” said Nickel.
“We will be very selective to insure
that all house residents can get along
with people and will participate in a

family-structured lifestyle.”
‘The admittance procedure is the pri-
mary area that distinguishes VMH

‘The group will handle the mentally ill,
but also will accept retarded individ-
uals who are trainable and educable,

“It is possible for an individual to be
mentally ill from birth and, as a result
of not being able to accept training,
function as though he is retarded,”
explained Nickel “VMH could accept
mentally retarded individuals who can
be trained to live in a family
environment.”

Emphasis will be placed on pro-
grams designed to keep the residents
active and functional, riation
is being considered for those residents
wishing to attend school, jobs or
workshoj

PS.
Although VMH has come a long way,
the group still has many obstacles to
overcome before opening its housing
facilities.

“We expect problems depending on

where we locate,” ssid Nickel. “‘And
how sympathetic residerts in the area
feel to their fellow man. We want sym-

nej

the fact that the

tible, he said, and all inquiri

be directed to Voice for the Mentally *
Handicapped, Inc., St. Hugo of the
Hills, P.O. Box 349, Bloomfield Hills *
48013 B

develop home for handicapped

pathy from the people, but we also
them to feel good about the

Among the obstacles he sees is the
fear many people have that their prop-

erty values will go down if housing for

the

mentally il is built in their
ighborhoods.
“PEOPLE USUALLY don't consider
of pros-
pective residents are very well docu-
mented. Anything that has triggered

them in the past is recorded, and their

behavior is generally predictable.
“You don’t know this kind of infor-

mation about your next door
-

Alot of time and preparation have

gone into the development of VMH,
but because the organization is still
growing, it needs support, Nickel said.
Though DeLoof, Nickel and the other |

organizers are all members of St. '
Hugo
Hills, VMH has no religious affiliation +
and wants support from all interested |
individuals. .

of the Hills parish in Bloomfield :

g of the future, Nickel said, :
ful

‘Thinkin,
“It's important for us to be success|
so that other groups will take up this |
same idea. The more facilities of this
kird that are built, the more people
will have a place they can truely call .
home.” |

All donations to VMH are tax deduc-.
iries should
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Sale

Choose from our entire collection of Van-
guard fabrics on selected styles of sofas,
sleep sofas,

A rare opportunity to purchase from this

© full wall mirrors e bi-fold mirrored doors ®
mirrored lamps & mirrorkd screens o framed

on

fine quality manufacturer at 20% savings

Special

chairs and

mitfors ® foil wallpaper ® siiding mirored
closet doors ® mirrored tub enclosures o

pi
home for the holidays.

levolors

< O
“The Uitimate in Mirrors and

6-8:

The newest
in fashion

rough et
S e

33491 Seven Mile at Farmington Rd.
4

ates.
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today and save!

Glass™

armpagne
tant,

your Bulova Caravelle Filigree watch. The

ment at work... licking away with jewel

JEUELRY.

K S Est, 1946 - 32 Yrs,

41690 West Ton Mile Novi-Ten Centor  348-1
Fotmerly of the Joy Road - Southfiald Ares
Now In the Farmington-Narthviile-South Lyon-Wixos
foorniela Hitis Area

CARAVELLE®
FILIGREE POCKET
. WATCH COLLECTION

I's show ime any time of day when you unveil

unique design shows Ihe jeweled lever move-

InC.

Experience
040 e

=
o

Vanguard.

ieces to d your

This sale ends October 12th, so come in

Michigan’s Largest
Pennsylvania House Dealer

Open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. til 9 p.m.

= Colonial House

N

October
12

Since 1931
20292 Middlebelt Rd.
(South of Eight Mile)
Livonia
474-6900




