Fund director blames prosecutor

Few crime victims ask compensation

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

There’s violent crime in Oakland

County, but from the Crime Victims

ation Board’s perch you'd be
‘hard-pressed to find it.

-The compensation board, which cel-
ebvated its first birthday last week
¥ith an Oakland County meeting, has
slready awarded nearly $500,000 to
ebout 400 victims across the state.
Daly 27 Oakland residents filed claims,
bowever, the successful ones collected
oaly $5,000 all told. Wayne County resi-

. meanwhile, got nearly half of
The'money.
~*It’s a disgrace,” said Thomas

Woods, chairman of the fledgling
three-member board.

He laid hlame for the program's dis-
mal showing in Oakland County squar-
ely in the lap of Prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson, who he said “is supposed to
be the county’s chief law enforcement
officer.” .

“THE PROSECUTOR should be
right out there leading the effort to aid
enime victims, just like the Wayne
'm;uy prosecutor is doing.” Woods

Sal
He said prosecutors in & of Mich-
igan's & counties have taken on the
role of distributing brochures and
application forms to local police
departments. In some counties, Woods
added, prosecutors have assigned staff
members to work with erime victims
and make certain the forms are prop-
erly prepared and filed,
‘“These people (Patterson and his
staff) just aren't interested in helping
- the victims,” Woods said.
PATTERSON REPUDIATED
Woods® charges saying it wasn't the
prosecutor’s responsibility to dis-
tribute forms and drum up publicity
for the program.
“Just because they're mot doing
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well,” Patterson said, “It's natural for

them to look for someone to cull the
Hame.”

According to Woods, the crime vie-
tims compensation program is hardly
a failure anywhere but in Oakland
County. -

He said the board has already dis-
tributed more money to more victims
of crime than similar programs in 23
other states had at the same point in
their history. He added that by the
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time all of this year’s claims have

been processed, the board will have

distributed nearly all of its original

$750.000 appropriation. Next year, the

board will fave $1.5 million to
ibute,

The payments usually cover the
uninsured expenses that go along with
being victimized, Woods said. If a
claim-is approved, he said, the state
picks up the tab for hospital bills left
unpaid by health insurance and unin-

Side streets near I,000 mile mark

New subdivision streets completed
to Oakland County Road Commission
standards have added 16.51 miles to
the county road system already this

year.

William M. Richards, vice chairman
of the road commission, said the board
accepled 6.78 miles of such streets last
week and accepted 5.78 in March and
3.% in June for a total of 16.51 for the
year to date. The county controls and
maintains all township roads.

“We thus have just 6.09 miles short

of 1,000 miies of subdivision streets on
our 2450-mile system, said Richards.
By the end the year new subdivision s
should bring the total past the 1,000
mile mark. That assumes, of course,
that total mileage isn't reduced by
abandonments by year end. Anmual
certification will determine exact
mileage by road types.”

Avon and West Bloomfield Town-
ships, with 3.41 miles each added this
year, are continving the fast pace.
Independence Township is third this
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year with 2.77 miles thus far,

Other townships and miles of new
subdivision streets added in 1978 are:
Commerce (1.02), Lyon (1.37), Water-
ford (1.19), Oakland (1.36), Highland
(045), Milford Township (0.19), Orion
(07), White Lake (0.6) and Bloomfield
{0.04).

sured material losses. The state will
even help to make up a part of or all
the eamings lest while the victim was
haspitalized or out of work.

Each victim, Woods said, can
receive up to $15,000.

45 FOR PATTERSON'S advice that
the: compensation board distribute its
own forms, Woods said he did not want
to create another Lansing
bureaucracy.

“I want- this agency to stay smail,”
he said. Woods and a few clerks are
the board’s only full-time staff.

“I'm not going to spend an extra
m‘;kel in this county picking up the
sl

“1 will not put on any additional
people to help a county that doesn’t
know what’s good for it,” Woods said.

NOT ALL IS lost in Oakland County,
he added. Woods praised Sheriff
Johannes Spreen and the Pontiac
Police Department for channeling
crime vietims to the compensation
board. Of the 27 comapplications from
QOakland County, 10 came from Por
tiac residents.

Woods also pointed to Wayne County
as a model aperation.

Wayne County Prosecutor Wiliam
Cahalan has put together a *“tre-
mendous network™ to aid victims, the
Woods said. A 24-hour hotline is avail-
able and assistant prosecutors
“actually assist victims in filing
claims,” Woods said.

Wayne County’s higher crime rate
may account for some of the differ-
ence between awards to the two coun-
ties, he acknowledged.

County offers
free flu shots:

The Oakland County Division of
Health is offering free flu shots to the
elderly and anynne over 26 with diabe-
tes, heart, lung or kidney diseases.

Trere will be a clinic at 2 p.m. Oct.
Gth in the Lake Orion Center, 2! East
Church Street, Lake Orion.

Shots are available at the two health
division offices at 1200 N. Telegraph
Road, Pontiac, and 27725 Greenfield
Road, Southfield. The hours are from
8:20 to 11:00 AM. and 1:00 to 4:00
P.M. Monday through Friday.

For more information call 858-1280
or 424-7000.
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1Year Warranty —Any Suburb
ALLIANCE AUTOMATIC DOOR CO.
358-3833
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INTERIGR DESIGN SOCIETY

of The National Home Furnishings Association

Our mos! important assel is our reputation in this community. Qur membership in
IDS is one way we can assure you of professional interior design assistance and
alt the services you need to make your home more beautifut and more comlortable.
A nationa! organization of fine store designers, IDS is your assurance of trained,
experienced help when you spend your home furnishings dolfar. Visit us soon and
fet us show you why we are proud to be members of the Interior Design Sociely.

Towne & Country Jusuis

Interior Design Services are at no ‘extra charge.
Dearborn — 23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield — 4107 Telegraph Rd.
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We Modestly Remind You |

We are Sponsor Members of

" OPEN HOUSE |

SUNDAY, OCT. 5th, 2 PM. to 5 P.M.
Join Us For
Refreshments, Music, Guided Tours

28301 Franklin Road, Southiield, Michigan
in Club is a ploasant, comiomtable, secure place to live. Each resident
s the complete privacy of a one or two bedroom apanment. The rental rale
includes two full me 2 v in our beautiful restaurant. and all utilities

es are available. There s socializing i
linen service is fumished. A |
abile for uccupancy. Please call 353-2
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An idea whose fime has come!
See the biggest display of Chatlton
furniture in Michigan at our
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You'lt tind everything here to decorate your
home with the newest and most elegant
designs in home furnishings. A tremendous
selection fo choose from including modulars.
sectionals. sleep sofas, love seats, tables and
accessortes that add the superb finishing
touch to a perfect room.

Special grand opening ptices save you 20%.

i" house of denmark

893 South Rochester, Rochester, Mich.
(4% miles north of M-59).

Tue., Wed, Sal. 40-5:30; Thur, Fri 10:9, Sun. 125, ﬁ
loble.

. OFFICE PRODUCTS

Grean/8 Shopping Canter » Sears Shopplng Cen-
ter * Michigan at Shelby » Briaywood Mall * 9535
Greenflald » Wonderland » Northland « Eastland
* Southland « Troy * Novi

Closed Monday.'(313) 651-9430. Design sesvice avail




