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Bill filled with loopholes

Lawmakers dilute lobby reform

By JOE MARTUCCE

“It’s enough to want to make you
tear your hair out.” ‘

That’s Jan Elsman’s dismal assess-
ment of what she regards as a diluted
version of a formerly tough lobby
reform bill approved last week by the
state legislature.

While most people wouldn't lose any
sleep over the issue, Mrs, Elsman, a
practicing psychologist and Bloomfield

ip resident, claims to have
ample reason to be upset. She’s state
chairwoman of Common. Cause, a
political reform group which had
fought for lobby reform in Michigan
for two years. o

“I think what we've got is consid-
erably less than half a loaf,” said Mrs.
Elsman, referring to the weakened
legjslation. *“The legislature has failed
to give us a good lobbying bill because
there are too many loopholes. They
made a mistake capitulating and got
scared because time was ruming
ot .
Despite the setback, Mrs. Elsman
said Common Cause, which claims
8.000 members state-wide. hasn't
given up on lobby reform.

“We'll come back next year and see
if we can come up with ing that

ing more and more serious. It’s prac-
tically making the whole legislative
peocess unworkable, Lobbying i big
Insiness. It's not small potatoes.”

Mrs. Elsman, whose husband,
James, is a Birmingham attorney and
unsuccessful US. Senate candidate,
contends that Common Cause, unlike
the other lobbying groups it seeks to
regulate, does not represent special
interests.

“We try to represent the citizens at
large, but we don't spend any private

‘money in doing so. We don't do it by

buying lunch for legislators or provid-
ing them with football tickets.

“It’s a very professional organiza-
tion. We're not a bunch of old ladies in
tennis shoes rumning around and trying
to do good."”

MRS. ELSMAN's involvement in
Common Cause, which was founded in
1970, stemmed from (rustration with
party politics. )

“Ive been a political activist for a
long time and have always been inter-
ested in that kind of thing. [ was
involved in Democratic party politics
for about 10 years and got on the state
centrat commiltee, but I felt like [ was
wnable to influence the course of what
issues.

tas some teeth in it. Our whole focus
is to make government more respon-
sible. There's no way we can do that
without knowing where the influence
lies.

“Michigan is really developing into
aspecial interest state and it's becom-

[{
These decisions weren't being made
where I was. -

“So I got disenchanted with politics
and got out for a couple of years, It
seemed like everyone was being repre-
sented but the people.”

But when Common Cause was born
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Mrs, Eisman found what she considers
the ideal vehicle for political activism.
Her disenchatment gave way to
zeal."I'm not a pie-in-the-sky idealist,
P'ma realist with hope," she says.

She spends up 1o 30 hours a week at
ber volunteer post, reading bills, hold-
ing meetings, handling administrative
tasks and contacting legislators. She
was chief lobbyist for the Open Meet-
ings Law, which she says has “made a
big difference in increasing citizen
access to government.”

IN ADDITION to her part-time psy-
chology practice, Mrs. Elsman is alse

. an avid tennis player and mother of

two children. But her favorite topic of

Lobby, Common Cause “concentrates
on process issues so the system will be
more responsive to any group that
comes down the pike, whether it be
environmental or whatever.

“We see ourselves as a catdlyst and
as as aclivists and we try to concen-
trate our activity as a lobbying group
(on a few issues at a time).”

The tax revolt is a symptom of
growing frustration with government,
she says. That frustration often tumns
to apathy, but it should be a call to
action.

““The average Joe feel: The
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big movement (for reform) in the past
mvsz or eight years is a reaction to
that helpl

it seems, is
and its reform.

“It’s fun. I guess I'm a little weird. I
don’t want to be the typical suburban
matron. It's important and interesting
work. [ have a fundamental belief in
our form of government, but I also
believe we only get the kind of govern-
ment we deserve,"

Mrs. Elsman denies Common Cause
is really an arm of the Democratic
party, but concedes that's a commonly
held belief.

“Political reform isn't a partisan
issue.” she maintans. “We never sup-
port candidates. Because we are
reform-minded, that's perceived as a
Democratic thing. But we have a lot of
Republican members.”

Unlike the League of Women Voters,
which studies a wide range of issues
tut eschews active lobbying and the
consumer oriented Michigan Citizens

A lot of people dont
pay attention—they don't even vote. 1
think by joining an organization like

Cause you can start doing
more than you ever dreamed you
could.

FREE

“It's an education, like a mini-
course in government. A lot of people
feel incompetent to get involved in the
legislative process, but they're wrong
because you can leam if you want to.

“People are angry and the tax revolt
is one way they're showing it, but they
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really don't know how to go about it. If ,
you're interested in politics you can
really make a difference this way. One
letter doesn’t make a heck of a lot of
difference—it’s like blowing in the

Mrs. Elsman, who has held her post
for 1 % years and plans to step down
early next year, has no plans to run for
office as her husband did.
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An October car loan and no pay-

HERE IS AN EXAMPLE OF
MONTHLY PAYMENTS WITH MICHIGAN
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ments until January, 1979. With up
to 48 months to pay.

And the loan itself is a simple inter-
est installment loan—which offers
you opportunities to save interest
costs that you don’t get with an ordi-
nary installment loan. All of which
makes October the month to buy.

NATIONAL BANK—FARMINGTON

Purchase Price $6.000.00
Down Payment 1,500.00
Amount Financed 4500.00
FINANCE CHARGE 1,18250
Total of Payments 5,692.50
46 Monthly payments of 12375

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE

1157 Simple Interest Auto Loans on New Cars
25% down payment. Subject to Approved Credit

When You Purchase One Dozen
DONUTS at regular price thru Oct. 31st.

Limit 4

ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL
PRICES ON 5 DOZEN
DONUTS OR MORE
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ASK ABOUT OUR DISCOUNT
ON QUANTITY ORDERS
FARMINGTON ROAD AT 8 MILE

OPEN 24 HOURS DAILY -
471-6655

And to borrow from us.

Visit us soon.

Our Drive-In Facility is open 62% Hours per Week ~
Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Other Rates Available depending on Down Payment and terms,

Credit Life Insurance Available

An Equal Opportunity Lender

for your Banking convenience.

Full Banking Services All Day Saturday, Drive-In & Lobby Open

Your Hometown

of Farmington Rd.

until 4:30 p.m.

Bank

Our Newest Location:
33443 Nine Mile, west

Farmington

Orchard Lake Rd

Michigan National Bank

24040 ORCHARD LAKE RD.sout oF Ten miLe

MEMBER FDIC INSURED TO $40.000

Afiiiated with Michigan National Corporation @ $4.3 billion banking organization

477-3330
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