BEF)

Thursday, Oclober 5, 1978

Batik making steeped in romance

- Continuing where we left off last
week at the Design Center in Troy,
this week we will cover “Batik, The
Magic Cloth.”

Highlighted at the Campbeli-Louis,
Inc., showroom, batik was in the
mainstream of conversation. Aside
from the quality 2nd asthetic beauty, 1
learned many things about this magic
cloth which I would like to pass along.

Much has been said and wrilten on
the origins of batik It's a matter of
debate whether it came to Indonesiz
from China or India, or developed as
an entirely indigenous craft. However,
for many centuries batik-making has
been identified with the island of Java.

ESSENTIALLY, batik making is a
people’s art—the traditional employ-
ment_for women, either privately in
the home or collectively in small
‘workshops. |

The great preservers of the batik
patterns were the puppet-makers, who

- cut them on their leather puppets. The
puppeteers were the keepers of tradi-
tion who, through the wayang, brought
drama-and religion to life.

It is popular belief that the wearing
of a certain design could ward off ili-
ness. Another could bring Iuck and
good fortune to the wearer, particu-
larly the bridal couple on their wed-
ding night. .

Certain designs were reserved for
the palaces, and the rank and origin of
the wearer determined the design he

‘wore.

Batik doesn’t mean just a piece of
cloth, or an exquisite article of dress—
it is the embodiment of Javanese life
and philosophy.

The essence of batik-making is the
uwe of wax or other dye-resistant
material to cover parts of the cloth not
to be given a particular color. The
cloth is usually cotton, although Shan-
tng silk was also traditionally used
and discontinued when supplies from
China stopped during the war years.

The first step is the preparation of
the cloth, which is washed to remove
the starch, then alternately soaked in
a rice-straw solution and dried in the
sun. The process is repeated several
times to give the cloth the desired
texture.

Phillips-Wayne

Madelyn Katherine and Michael
Irwin Phillips were married in a sun-

Frank A. Wayme of Detfoit.

For the ceremony, the bride* wore a
white short sleeve org:;lnga dress with
daisy-organza petals flowers on
the bodice and hem and a waltz length|
weil with daisy venice lace trim and a|

Formerly the cloth would then be
d on a board and pounded to

make it perfectly smooth and supple. .
This

process is no longer necessary
with the finer quality of imported
materials now used.

THE DESIGN IS OUTLINED on the
cloth in pencil or charcoal. Only the
more experienced batikers can work
from memory. The wax is then applied
by means of the canting, which draws
the pattern on the cloth.

The canting is best described as a
wax-filled pen, a brass container with
abamboo handle and is a purely Java-
nese invention which made possible
the remarkable fluidity of line and
complexity of pattern. The outline of
the design is repeated on the reverse
side of the cloth.

Next, still with the canting, the fill-
ings are applied, the fine dots and
stripes, and the patterns within
patterns.

‘The first steeping in dye then takes
place, which gives the cloth its back-
ground color, usually dark blue and
brown.

The batik-steepers kept their own
recipes for the dark blue and brown
dyes, handed down from i

by
Clorig
Cohen

The two main categories of batik
design are those Lased on geometric
motifs, which are the earlier ones, and
the free-form designs baseu an styliza-
tion of natural forms and symbols,
which came later.

Today, fine quaiity hand-drawn
batiks are very expensive and their
production limited. But in a world
dominated by the machine, there is an
increasing interest in crafts, and
batiks are used in many diverse ways.
1t is to be hoped that this interest will
encourage us to preserve and revita-
lize this handicraft. It is.indeed a
treasure.

When you go into the Campbell-
Louis showroom, spend time looking
at the batiks, for they have one of the
most outstanding collections you will
ever see. More from this sh-wroom
next week.

to
generation and kept a2 close family
secrel.

NEXT, THE WAX has to be
removed to allow the second color to
be added, which in this case is dark
brown, after blue. This is done
another soak in boiling water or by
scraping with 2 knife.

Having received its colors, and with
all the wax removed, the cloth is
soaked in a solution of lime and water
which helps fix the colors and improve
their sheen. Such is the besic tech-
nique of making batik.

Fligman-Chaitin

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Fligman of
Southfield announce the engagement
of their daughter, Ninz Susan, 10 Rob-
ert Chaitin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Irwin
Chaitin of Huntington Woods.

The bride-elect graduated from
Michigan State University. Her fiance
is a student at the Wayne State Uni-
versity School of Medicine.

A winter wedding is planned.

headress of organza daily flowers. She,
carried white roses, gardenias and|
baby's breath,

Open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. Tl 9 AM.

A Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture

MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DEALER

America's mont distinguished traditional furniture

20292 Middlebelt Rd. (south of gight mie)
Livonia

Since 1937

474-6900
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Eé Chair-$42.90— Sofq-$52.90

360 E. Maple, Birmingham

Atlantic Brapery Shoppe
1 DRAPERY SALE

Labor $5.00- per panel

Labor Special

i on on Drog
Custom Slipcovers |

Custom Spreads

argest selection of fab-
sics, fringes, fassels and
trims in Michigan.

647-2020 647-0721

Sectional furniture in natural Haitian
- cotton adapts easily to your special lifestyle.
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If you're -not wearing it, Sell it

Norman Allan
gtma[cqisl-g)iammzla[ogisl Established 1919}(

Fmon‘mzcwk’m ROAD SUITE 134
IRIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48010

Rou can’t ‘enjoy ydlir jewelry if it’s
sitting in your. safe deposit box. Sell,
it for immediate cash, We purchase
‘ﬁnclgems, Diamg old
jewelry. il |

A service to privat'elmm‘mtnks,«
and estates. . A
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» DISCOVER DOMESCO DISCOUNTS + DISCOVER DOMESCO DISCOUNTS »

29-65% OFF|

_ON QUALITY HOUSEWARES

. CashiCh, heck
SUPER SALE ENDS OCT. 7 SHOP § WAYS: CiiiChargelChect

CORNINGWARE

MICROWAVE
5 PC SET
onLy $249°

BN
Set of two covers $2.89
Set of two bowis $4.79
PYREX RING

COOK'S CHOICE
SET

B

FARBERWARE"

15 PC SET 74.93
-8 PG SET 49.99
TPESET 4539
10T €OV SAUCEPAN
2T COV SAUCEPAN,

3 GT COV SAUCEPAK

4 T 6OV SAUCEPAN ~

6 QT COV SAUCEPAN o
8 QT COV SAUCEPAN
12 QT COV SAUCEPAK

16 T COV SAUCEPAN
30.99

BATTERY
SMOKE ALARM
$14.99

4 PC BOWL SET
feg. 5950 SR

7" OPEN FRYPAN
8%" COV FRYPAN 1299
12 COV FAYPAN 19.99
LETTE PAN 13,99
- MLETTE PAN 13.99
o REVEREWARE.
| wecs 7499
9PCSET E)
1T GOV SAUCEPAN
5.99
2arcov snuceeny
4.QT COV SAUCEPAN *
2,99
80T COV SAUCEPA
2.9
12 0T COV SAUCEPAN
16 QT COV SAUCEPAN
2%

—~5.00 gebate 0.99

YOUR COST ONLY

$999

T s g o

6 Position Headlight

55099

i

[ 5-In-One

¥ COMPLETE KITCHEN
1 CENTER
1

10" OPEN SKILLET 13.99
12" COV SKILLET 20.99

30099 | iy
! . CLI L
SKILLET CLUB ALUMINUM
Avacado Only $299

GENERAL ELECTRIC

2 Slice 52999

54]99

) wa |

2 Qr COVERED
SAUCEPAN

PUT SPARKLE back in your aluminum ,,:‘!,',’;}'gf,u WAS 12.50
pots and pans by rubbing briskly with steel ELECTRIC CAN NOW $g99 RUBBERMAID
wool, then rinse and dry. Get a new TV? OPENTR 10" COVERED SKILLET ¥
Bevntne oo g, o Observer & Res. 1198 fwis s1eso NOW 51076 SHELF LINERS
g . $8"sipes | 2% Cup PEVTE PaN SET 89\«‘- N
L TR Ry sa05 NOW ST19 [
SO0 I STARTER SET oo
CASH FOR N\ MIXERS - PANASONIC
Delrze § Speed AM-FM-B trk-player
YOUR DIAMONDS 4 Reg. $19.98 Rec-Phono #SE5808
AND GOLD JEWELRY o 13 st cass $249.00
IMMEDIATELY UPON PRESENTATION  yoaind i e oo S,
) . PEED MIXER
ROBERT GALE, 1v¢. ) Rer SIS o usr 2935 §299.00
e ARCADE AT ’ mﬂ'“’s‘s’r’;’r’f’“
725 SQ. ADAMS (50, OF MAPLE)
BIRMINGHAM  644-6650 ST 389,95 s249.99
AMPLE FREE PARKING Speakers SB1600
Wh o ! 5 ust 21905 $119.50
] !N/.W.V-"&- T Reg 43598 Tumtable RD31300
URGE OF STEAM $y 999 v ust 125,00 $89.00
Reg. $24.93 18 . ﬁ,,,?.g_gs < 4 \‘ % e 1
o (=N H-contained-rechargeable
) uE 2?3 'iﬁ'giﬁgﬂ Am]w 3999 ey oprtd Otsiers TV I
] 1\ W rr TEA POTS !
St usT 199,99 $159.99
3D, i g 5 Popup TVW/AM-FM
Combine any number of pieces from this versatile grouping to .‘\;}M@,‘\‘é\'\_. Radio 7RS35
provide a wide variety of seating possibilities. Speq’a‘l L ':“‘3"\‘/ usT 20999 $189.99
order now at substantial savings. Chaise, 31x59"x25", $429; EE E‘/ ?;S;r;lnw/m-m fadio
Sofa, 31"x34"x95", $705; Armless chair, 31"x34"x25", $275; ONLY $899 ust 19930 $159.99
Cornér unit, 31"x34"x35", $345; Ottomar!. 25"x25", $155. . 1} 1% QT UTILITY COVERED 3" TV WAM-FH Radlo
'Available'in Haitian cotton as shown, or in other covers at similar ° . o CASSEROLE TR3D0OP .
savings. Jacobson’s Interior Design Staff is at your service. A @Ha'f Wash'ons l;v.zns.g usT 19950 $159.99 1.
Women’s and Men's %IH'P“ 2 56” o T b
Precision Haircuts, CLOCKS !ZQ‘/ Reg. $1299
B . Blows, Styling, Permanents, ity 10- .
’ ) Coloring and Manicuring oooesc ope‘l"ﬂ’()“l‘l?(?ﬁls)?é:z *
. aco SOI | S 25844 W. 9 Mile Road * b CALL 474.5555
. 9 Beech Plaza, Southfield ' FARMINGTON STORE WESTLAND STORE
L 356-8171 . 35123 Grand River 8232 Merriman
ME - 325 N. WOODWARD AVE. - Drakeshire Plaza at Drake Road  Between Joy & Ann Attior Trail
STORE FOR THE HOME -2 . one; 474-5555 Phone: 522-3333
N 1S D ICE T A J------------_ 3




