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New courts need space

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Oakland County Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson
office space caught up in the “Circuit Court Shuffle.’

accommodate three new circuit judges. The ju
invested Jan. 1.

Whether or not Patterson’s
offices are commandeered, the
county will have to prepare tempo-
rary courtrooms because, officials
said, it is unlikely that any offices
could be remodeled by Jan. 1.

Last week, Circuit Court Chief
Judge Steven Andrews told county
commissioners that propesals call-
ing for the judges to share court-
rooms and offices as well as start-
ing a night court were impractical
and unfeasible.

“ANYTHING LESS than three
additional courtrooms with attend-
ing offices will set the court back,”
Andrews said.

“This is not just a matter of con-
venience to the judges,” he told the
public services committee of the
board of commissioners. "“Why pro-
vide three new judges to handle a
backlog of court cases, and then
ask people to play ‘hide and seek’ to
locate where the judges will be
holding court?

from County ive Daniel T.

Once a decision comes from the public service:

formal action. .

“In such an arrangement,” he continued,-*“We are creating cos-
tly delays in the court system we now seek to improve."”

THE BOARD OF commissioners has yet to make any firm

decisions concerming the new courtrooms. The public services
committee put off action for at least a week in order to get new

however, it will most likely be referred to the board’s finance and
planning and building committees before the full board ever takes

Since permf_mgnl courtrooms  are unlikely before Jan. 1

Pinch may send prosecutor packing

Andrews urged the board to rent space from the Oakland Inter-
mediate School District. The Oakland Schools’ administrative

may find his

building is located across from the Oakland County Courthouse

" and the county service complex.

Circuit Court officials and county commissioners are eyeing
Patterson's office space as well as that of the county’s reimburse-
ment division as possible locations for three courtrooms to
dges will be

Murphy. commissioners.

s committee,

court,

Andrews said the county
judges share courtrooms would usually leave “two or three
judges without a courtroom.”

A judge cannot function without a courtroom, Andrews told the

CIRCUIT COURT Administrator Fred Mester said even tempo-
rarily locating the courtrooms outside the courthouse could pre-
sent a number of problems.

First, circuit court might be
forced to seek a special waiver
from the Michigan Supreme Court
allowing it try cases in courtrooms
in the Oakland Schools building,
Usually, he said, cases must be
tried in the county seat, The court-
house is in Pontiac, the Oakland
Schools building is in Waterford
Township.

" Mester said getting the the
Supreme Court’s permission would
not be a serious problem.

More serious, he said, would be
the problems of transporting pris-
oners to w:e courtrooms and files
and documents 1,umn 0 <2 wase
tothe judges.

“People don't realize,” Mester
said, “that when you move things
Jjust down the block, it really slows
things up.”

WHILE OFFICIALS said they
were confident temporary space
would be found, they were more
concemed with convincing commis-

sioners that earlier proposals were not in the best interest of the
urt.

executive's earlier plan of having

In the end, Mester sajd; renovations to build the three court-
rooms would cost the county $300,000.

When the state legislature first ordered the expansion of Oak-

land’s circuit bench, the Murphy predicted the county would be
foreed to build a new courthouse wing which would cost millions.

" 0AE

THE
BOARDROOM

For the most
interesting ways
to keep up
appearances. -

Somerset Mall » Fairlane Towne Center
{inside Hughes & Hatche

3

MO N N OB O RO EN O RN O

Hichey-Freeman

CLOTHES ARE EXCLUSIVE WITH
US IN DETROIT

Mﬂﬁm to Gentiemen

Sameriet Mall  Dovid Whitney Bdg.
Troy Deteoit

PRPP)

AR RO ONEH O ENOTH G ER

Errant
father

bounty
arrives

Oakland County picked
Up an extra $600.000 last
week.

1t was the state’s first
payment in a new pro-
gram which tracks down
divorced or separated
fathers who have
defaulted in paying their
children’s medical bills,

‘The Third Party Lizbil-
ity Program, which was
originally proposed to
the state legislature by
Oakland Circuit Court
officials, is intended to
save the state some
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REAL ESTATE ONE
CAREER OPPORTUNITY
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Real Estate One Sales Associates are
selling over 9,000 homes a year. Imme-|
diate openings available for reputable,
ambitious people 1o eam and grow with

Famous fast start training program, sales
aids that competition can't match. Attend
our next Career Seminar on Thurs., Oct.
12, 7:30 p.m. at 23603 Farmington Rd.,

we expand across the nation.

money. return some to So. of Grand River. Call 477-1111 for
the county and hold the your complimentary reservation.

father ible for his

children,

The program began
because many fathers
defaulted on medical
payments and the state
wound up footing the bill,
said county circuit court
administrator Fred Mes-
ter. The state never both-
ered 1o try to collect the
tills, he added.

IN THE 11 months
since the program began,
the state has recovered
about $3 million in Oak-
land County alone, Mes-
ter said. The county’s
share. 20 per cent of the
total. so far amounts to

000,

Of that amount,
$300.000 will be turned
over to the county's gen-
eral fund 2nd the
remainder will remain
with the court,

Mester said finding the
fathers relies heavily on
computer records, the

‘.I!eal Estate One.
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An AdultCommunity
ranklin Rd., Southfield

These apartments are pleasant, comfortable,
secure places to live, Each resident has the

privacy of a one or two bedroom
and two full meals in an elegant
. Organized activities are available.

There s socializing in the lounges. Transporta-
tion and maid service is furnished. A limited
number of apartments are now available for

Friend of the Court oceupancy.

office. court service HOURS:

office investigators and | piya Sunday (313)353-2810
county deputy sherifis. . N\ 10:002.m.104:00 p.on. From $600 per mo.
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» Space-age solid state electronic controls,
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he's your neighborhood water specialist,
dealers coast to coast employ more than 2!
40 years of service experience.
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You can try soft water, most economically,
with our Portable Exchange service. We

Before you buy any water conditioner...
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no other brand offers!

only when needed-Saves salt, water & energy.

r controls-f
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* Fully automatic Adependabilily. proved year alter year in thousands upon thousands of .

homes.
. Excl:usive Tripl-Hull tank with the strength of heavy steel, enclosing altractively molded

including Culligan’s unique Electro-Brain timer.
recharge time and frequency.

* Unequalled factory-trained service by your Culligan Man. A responsible local businessman,

ready to give you immediate service. Culligan
500 factory trained servicemen — and offer you

Plus...the solution to almost any water problem you may have. In addition to household water

filters, feeders, and drinking water systems,

And Culligan Water Conditioners give you 3 ways
to enjoy soft, rust-free, conditioned water

install the unit, take care of ything. Or
you can rent a Culligan for only pennies a
day and apply your rental payments {o pur-
chase. Or buy a Culligan with all the exclu-
sive features that have made it the quality
standard throughout the world. And don't be
misled—the best costs no more— often
less! So go Culligan class! Call and say—

"NEY CULLIGAN MAN:

WE ARE FACTORY OWNED AND OPERATED
“Detralt Call Pontiac Call
964-2246 682-6600
925 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD, PONTIAC
2 Blogks East of Telegraph
FREE FREE
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Congoleum
| “Pacemaker”
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SALE
oy $595 d

()

installation Additionat

SAVE #3100
%] on a typical
12'x 15’ room.

2| Regularly $150.00
=] Now only $119.00

See These Retailers Now. The Congoleum*Natural Beauty”
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