ASF) Maxiday, October 16, 1978

AuStin

While Richard Austin touted his
achievements, his opponent criticized
the secretary of state for being weak
on traffic safety during a debate in
Troy last week.

State Rep. Mel Larsen (R-Oxord)
told the Troy Chamber of Commerce

he would be more conscious of
automobile and traific safety if elected
secretary of state in the Nov. 7
election. - .
“The secretary of state is in a key
position to be an advocate of traffic
safety,” Larsen said. “It's time some-

one says if you work to reduce acci-
dents there will be 2 money savings on
insurance. It's tite only way to attack
the problem.”

Austin disagreed with Larsen but
focused his comments on his record
during eight years in office. He said he

had made the office more accessible
to the public.

Steting that the secretary of state
does business with 90 per cent of Mich-
igan adults, Austin s2id he was proud
of his accomplishment of running a big
business. He claimed his accounting

Voucher debate turns one- sided

By TIM RICHARD

In this comer was Margaret
Foerch. making the case for Pro-
posal H, the voucher plan.

And in the other corner, making
the casé 2gainst the voucher plan.
was —Margaret Foerch?

Sure enough. No one from Citi-
2ens for More Sensible Financing of

ion  (voucher
showed up at Schoolcraft College
last Thursday night in a debate
arranged by the League of Women
Voters.

So Mrs. Foerch. a Dearborn
schoo] board member and spokes-
person for Citizens Against Paro-

* chiaid. tried to present both sides.
But the bulk of her time was spent
on the “contra™ side. -

THE VOUCHER plan, she said,
would do two basic things:

It would provide property tax
relief by eliminating that tax as a
source of schoo! funding and would
instruct the Michigan Legislature
to finance K-12 education by other
means—mostly the personal .

income tax and single business tax.

* It would provide parents “free-
dom of choice™ in where to send
their children to school. Example:
Both the traditional, lock-step
dassroom and the “open,” individ-
ualized classroom are good meth-
ods of teaching. but today the par-
ent must send the child to the

i school and aceept
whatever is offered.

“Supporters sz2y it will increase
the quality of education because it
will force schools to be com-
petitive." she said.

‘The method of aperation would be
the voucher plan. In Septemter
1979, “the state would issue vou-
cters, worth state money, to par-
ents and guardians of children. The
parents and guardians would tum
the voucher over to whichever
school—public, parochial, private—
the child is enrolled in. The school
would turn the voucher back to the
state treasury for money.

HER OPPOSITION hat firmly in

place, Mrs. Foerch denounced the
woucher plan because “the most
remerkable thing is what the sup-
porters do not say.

“They do not sey it is paro-
chiaid—aid to a sectarian school.”
Of the campaign money rzised by
Gtizens for More Sensible Financ-
ing of Education, 211 but a few dol-
lars came from the Michigan Asso-
ciation of Non-Public Schools, and
most of that was from church-
related schools.

The voucher plan's con-
stitutionality is “‘very doubtful.”
‘The U.S. Supreme Court has held it
is illegal to do indirectly what it is
forbidden to do directly.” casting
doubt ¢n the propriety of the state's
aiding religious schools by chan-
reling state money through parents
by vouchers.

Non-public schools could main-
tain admission standards, though
they couldn’t be based on religion.
creed. race. color or national
origin.

Said Mrs. Foerch: “The public
schools would be the only place
where the economically dis-
advantaged, severely handicapped
and disciplinary problems can go to
school. Non-public schools can set
any admission standards they

SHE CALLED the voucher plan
“clearly incompatible™ with Pro-
posal J. the Tisch tax-cutting plan.

The Tisch plan would allow the
legislature to raise the personal
income tax from 4.6 per cent to 5.6
per cent and “cap” it there. The
vourher plan would require raising
the i~ tox to 6.9 ver cent
taccording to supporters) or to at
least 7.14 per cent to as high as 9.11
per cent (according to Mrs,

rch).

And while the Tisch plan would
allow local school boards to levy a
one per cent school district income
tax after approval of the voters. the
voucher plan would give local
boards no taxing awtonomy.

.

background was an asset in running
the office. :

_Austin cited seven achievements of
Yis administration and reminded busi-
ressmen that he instituted the pay-by-
cleck transactions.

“When 1 became secretary of state
you could only pay for license and reg-
istrations by cash, now you can pay by
ceck,” he said. “You can also take
advantage of mail order registrations,
which a million people do annually.”

Austin also credited himself with
providing advance notices of license
renewals by mail, converting branch
offices into full service offices, year
around voter registration in all offices,
assistance to the handicapped, driver
education tests in 15 languages, com-
ment cards in branch offices and sav-
ing the state more than 2 $1 million
annually by extending the life of
license plates from one to four years.

LARSEN, a member of the powerful
house appropriations committee and
the joint capital outlay comritee, crit-
icized Austin’s license plates by mail
program saying that only one out of
Six persons in the state takes advan-
tage of it.

"If we're going to have the program.
we have to find out why more people
aren't using it."

. Larsen said he also supported a bilt
for mandatory safety checks of

Council plans
travel program

‘The greater Detroit Section National
Council of Jewish Women will feature
a “Close Encounters with Council's
Travel Program® on Wednesday, Oct.
18 at 8 p.m. at the NCIW office at
16400 Twelve Mile in Southfield.

Sam Trappis, NCJW Travel Coor-
dinator from New York will discuss
the tours available to Israel, Mexico,
Guatamala, Moroceo and Eurpoe.

Refreshments will be served. Call
557-9604 for reservations. .

A
will
at

Carlo Maria Guilini, new
music director of the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, conducts
“Giulini's Beethoven Nine Live:

Carlo
conducts

Gift from Los Angeles.” It
1 be aired in the Detroit area
4:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 29, on

“If we are serious about traffic
sefety, we must have mandatory
vehicle safety checks." he said.

Austin disagreed. "It could cost the

and Larsen squabble over safety issue

state $20-25 million to have networks
and each vehicle owner would have to
pay a fee for the inspection,” he said.
Austin said he was happy with the
existing random safety check

“It has fringe benefits too. The

ice can see if the driver has a
license and can also check for drunk
drivers, auto insurance and for stolen
cars,” the incumbent said.

LARSEN EMPHASIZED traffic
safety throughout the debate. He said
it was his “number one™ priority and
that Austin was not doing enough in
that area.

“The secretary of state is in a key
pasition to be an advocate of traffic
safety.” Larsen said.

Larsen proposes to enhance traffic
safety programs by improving driver
education courses. and cracking down
on uninsured motorists.

“We have to get after the uninsured
motorist. We have the sdame number
rowas we did 10 years ago. I want to
start a pilot project with insurance
companies to let the secretary of state
te notified when someone’s insurance
is cancelled.” Larsen said.  Although
traffic sefety concemed Austin, he
said his chief aim is to provide more
economical and convenient services to
the public.

1 want to stagger registrations for
motor vehicles throughout the year so
everyone's license plates don't expire
o March 31" he said “I want to
experiment with Saturday openings of
our offices and increase utilization of
the mail options. 1 also want to elimi-
rate some of the forms by using more
intelligent (computer} terminals."

[
More

working
Mothers
-

The belief that more
families than ever rely
on two salaries is sup-
ported by Labor Depart-
ment statistics showing
that 49 per cent of all

mothers with children
wder 18 were in the
labor force in1197. This
compares with 35 per
cent in 195 and 27 per
cent in 1955.

Channel 56.

NEED HELP GETTING UP? |

1f it's difticult for you to get in and out
of a chair because of arthritis, siroke
or other handicap; don’t wait for your
condition to worsen.

Don’t move
till you call us.

at a second location
RING & PINION SHOP [i
AUTOMOBILE REAR END SPECIALISTS
9
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A Cushion-Lift* chair gently and
safely 1ifts or lowers you at the touch
of a button. You won't have to wait for
help, anymore.

FREE HOMETRIAL

For more information about our free
home trial and Medicare coverage write
orcall Toll Free 1-800-558-2151. .

ORTHO-KINETICS, INC.
P.0. BOX 2000-OF

Waukesha, Wi 53186

CUSTOM

; 10% Discount

| on all Truck Rentals

| Now thru Oct. 31, 1978
|

I

2 Another nvestment
. appottunity fiom Ziegler —

Must Present Coupon for Discount - Service singe 1913

i B.C.Zi

RYDER TRUCK RENTAL
13101 ECKLES RD.

= ﬂelw;e:“l’fagqgen; & Newburgh) R

Name

CALL NOW - OR
SEND THIS COUPON TODAY

2 quality name. 1 Investment

egler and Company

1650 W. Big Beaver Road, Suite 202
Troy, Michigan
Phone 313-843-3370

Please send informatlon on 9.50% bonds.

DRAPERY SALE
25% OFF FABRIC

Save a big 25% on a wide assoriment
of select fabrics. Choose from antique
satins, open weaves, textures and
prints. :

Alan Lori will design, fabri-
cate and install for you.
LIVONIA 477-6500
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When You Buy The

GARAGE
DOOR

WRite BT
Presents

LEES Carpets
Fall Festival

SALE!

SAVE

15% to 35%
thru OCT. 31st, 1978

Riiel
EAREAIY

7 Mile at Middlebelt
across from
Livonia Mall
476-8360

8497 W. Grand River
- Brighton Mall

©1-227-1314

We j)layYOUR songs...
and more!

ER ..
Tralned meteorologsts give you tad
professionally predictable -
weathet reparts every hour
plus questions and answer
sesslons at 7:25AM; 12:25 PM
125PM.

NEWS ® SPORTS
with JERRY GREENe
WALL STREET
PREVIEWe

SKI REPORTS

M wermovconstento

OPENER
BVUILY

* Open and close your garage door auto-
maticalty from the comfort of your car

« Digital Code Command Controls let you
set your own private code and change it
anytime for added security

* Full 1/3 h.p. motor Jifts the heaviest resi-
dential garage door -

* UL and FCC approved

* Electrolift is the instalk-it-yourself
opener-—all parts, hardware,
complete instructions included.

Chamberlan

16900

REGULAR $18900

Normal
Instaliation 530 Dllgg:;lEs e Wher Idezs Become Realty ' |
Woﬂd'sLaGrgaeslMaDr;u(agurerof g
rage Door Openers ;

ORDER BY PHONE

422-2032
PAY WHEN INSTALLED °

26911 J0Y ROAD
WESTLAND

Between Middiebett & Inkster

antennas emd garage door openers




