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| Students stand firm

Co]lcge forum debates drinking age

It was clearly a case of a hawk

among the sparrows.

Paul Bailey, director of Coalition 21,
was asking a group of Oakland Univer-
sity students, primarily under 21 years
old, to give up their right to drink in
the Nov. 7 election.

Proposal D would amend the state
constitution to raise the legal drinking
agelto 21. If approved, it will take
effept 10 days after the election.

The state legislature has already
reised the legal drinking age to' I3
whith will become Jaw on Dec. 3.

Aldebate 2t OU Wednesday between
Bailey and Eddy Shepard, represent-
h&m Michigan Licensed Beverage
Assiciation anc

left the house and the box gets
marked."”

Bailey and Shepard each had their
own set of supportive statistics, stud-
ies and reports. Each maintained his
figures were correct.

Each argued over whether the drink-
ing age vote could be called a prohibi-
tion issue, 2 label Bailey said he is
wncomfortable with and is unjustified.

STEVE GIBBS, 19, szid he would
vote against Proposal D and was skep-
tical of Bailey's statistics,

“I think in years past there was
more of a taboo against drinking and
™ one was as willing to admit they'd

d secretary-t of
the /Age of Responsibility committee,
wassponsored by Repolitik, 2 campus
polifical organization.

100 students attended the
ttb;nte, whick was primarily abowt
accdent statistics and legislating the
rights of young adults.

Bailey based his 2rgument on con-
troversial Michigan State Police sta-
tisties that he says indicate a higher
aledhiol-related zccident rate for drink-
ingTrivers in the 18-21 age group.

“FHOUGH THERE are indications
the are doing a better job of driving
owefall, there has been a 132 per cent
increese in [fatalities for that age
group,” Bailey said.

Bliley szid changing the legal drink-
ing 2ge to 21 would 2lso, **keep alcahol

from our 11-14 year olds who are
getung it from the 18-21 year olds.

“The Licensed Beverage Association
hasZlabeled this a rights issue and
Shi “You cant take away our rights,”
but the speed limit was lowered to 55
adwe're living with that," Bailey
said; “If there is an”accompanying,
Josgof business with the lower legal

inkinga age, it can't be measured
alodgside the loss of life.”

Shepard disputed the validity of
state police accident statistics.

*“The rate of 18-21-year-olds involved
in zccidents hzs declined from 23 per
1.000 to only 17 per 1,000," he said.

*And the state police reports have 2
box to mark on their accident reports
labeled ‘had been drinking,” not
whether the drinking has actually been
2 faclor in the accident. A person
could say, ‘Yes, I had 2 beer before T

been dri if they'd been in an acci-
dent,” he said “I also have strong
feelings towards protecting my rights.
Drinking is a right, not a privilege."

Jane Kerr, 22, was also strongly
against the proposal and let Bailey
know it after the debate. *'My friends
are all- 19 years old,” she . said.
“They'll still be able to get alcohol but
they won't be allowed to drink under
protected and supervised conditions in
abar. I really feel strongly about this.
I've already convinced my dad and a
few others to vote against it.”

Colleen Burke, 21, supports the pro:
posal. She admitted there was con-
fusion over the statistics, but said, **1
work with alcoholics and see too many
reasons for réising it.”

Jim Griffin, 18, said he would vote
against raising the age. “It's one
group trying to impose restrictions on
another group,” he said. *“The percent-
age of accidents for 18-21-year-olds
may be up, but what if that's due to a
decline in other age groups? It's also
tnfair to impose restrictions on them
because of what the 12-15 year olds are
doing.”

Axmx Buiteweg, 17, also sees it as 2
rights issue.

“It's one group taking rights away
from_others. It's against the con-
stitution. The speed limit is different
because it takes it away from every-
body rather than focusing on one
group.”

DARRELL DICK, 20, s2id he would
vote against the proposal. He also
asked if Bailey's group (Coalition 21)
worked for the decriminalization of
intoxication while at the seme time
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“trying to take away our right to
drink.™

Bailey seid Coalition 21 backed an
earlier repeal this year of the law for
being **drunk and disorderly" but said,
“It was a victimless crime that took
up police and court time,” and he saw
o conflict in the two actions.

Coalition 21 led the petition drive to
place the drinking age question on the
ballot. Dan Gustafson, 20, chairmen
of the QU Anti-Prohibition Committee,
said the law would have 2 disastrous
effect on student campus life.

*It’s not so much for student life in
general, which is 80 per cent com-
muters,” he said, “but for those that
live in the dorms.”

Gustafson lives in 2 dorm and said,

“There ere parties every Friday and
Saturday night and dorm life revolves
around these. T'll vote against it, bu.
ot because of my age. We'll still be
able to get the alcohol, but 1 just see
an increased amount of disrespect for
the law."

. Shepard said he sees hope in defeat-
ing the proposal though mast polls pre-
dict it will succeed by a margin of
almast four to one,

“"More than anything,” Shepard
said, "I think those polls indicate a
general hostility from the older gener-
2tion to the younger one.”

The Committee for the Age of
Responsibility sid neither the Mich-
igan Secretary of State nor the Stete
Board of Education is advocating Pro-
posal D.

Library time cut
by C’ville schools

Qarenceville School District ele-
mentary students will have fewer days
to study in the school learning centers.

The Clarencevitle school board has
agreed to zbide by an arbitrator’s rul-
ing in favor of the teacher’s union that
paid aides not be used to staff the
centers.

A grievance filed by the Clarence-
ville Teachers Union asked that only
full time librarians be used or the
learning centers be dosed for 21
days.The board had started the aide
staffing a year ago.

The school district had reduced the
librarians from full to to half-time
status and put in aids.

The school board decided last week
not to appeal the decision.

Supt. David McDowell said he had
discussed the possibility of taking the
arbitrator’s decision to circuit court,
but that the attorneys advised the dis-
trict would gain little or nothing by
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taking the case further “because the
chances of overtumniing the arbi-
trator's decision were slim. The esti-
mated cost to take the case to circuit
court would be $10,000." McDowell
said

While agreeing with McDowell, the
board said the arbitrator *had
exceeded his authority.™

**We will accept the ruling but don't
look it as precedent setting.” the
board said,

McDowell said there was no ques-
tion of reducing the time the centers
are open “because that right exists
with the board.

“The union simply objetted to use of
aides rather than full-time librarians,”
he said. :

“Two-thirds of the school districts in
Oakland Courty use aides but the
unions there haven't objected to it.” he
added.
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