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. Lobby bill seared with loopholes

By JOE MARTUCCI

“It's enough to want to make you
tear your hair out.”
, That’s Jan Elsman's dismal assess-
ment of what she regards as a diluted
version of a formerly tough lobby
reform bill approved last week by the
state legislature.

While most people wouldn't lose any
sleep over the issue, Mrs. Elsman, a
practicing psychologist and Bloomfield
Township resident, claims to have
ample reason to be upset. She's state
chairwoman of Common Cause, a
political reform group which had
fought for lobby reform in Michigan
for two years.

1 think what we've got is consid-
erably Tess than half a loaf.” said Mrs.

Pop

Elsman, referring to the weakened

legislation. “The legislature has failed

to give us a good lobbying bill because
there are too many loopholes. They
made a mistake capitulating and got
scared because time was ruming
P

Despite the setback, Mrs. Elsman
said Common Cause, which claims
8,000 members state-wide. hasn't
given up on lobby reform.

“We'll come back next year and see
il we can come up with something that
has some teeth in it. Our whole focus
is to make government more respon-
sible. There's no way we can do that
without knowing where the influence
lies.

"chhigan is really developing into
a special interest state and it's becom-

hop

Dad swings 5 girls

By PATRICK TOUHEY

Herman Priebe holds the attendance
record at Ladywood High School.

Not as a student, you understand.
Ladywood is an all-girl's school. No,
Herman's record is for attending the
"'pop’s hop™—a dance held each year
for the girls™ fathers.

. Herman hasn't missed a pop's hop
since 1961. And that's 19 years worth of
square dances in the school gym.

““You get used to it," says Priebe.
“Besides, they are very enjoyable,
ARer the dance, we usually go out 2nd
et something to eat.”

Priebe and his wife. Dorothy, who
have lived in Redford Township for 25
years, were blessed with five daugh-
ters. And at least one of them has
managed to be 2 student at Ladywood
for the entire period of time between
1961 and 1978.

One year two of my girls were stu-
dents, and I had to get a stand-in
father.” Priebe recalls. “1 went with
one 2nd the other fellow went with the
other,™

Well, last Friday the dance night
rolled around and, 25 usual, Priebe got
his suit and tie on for the occasion.

This year was Something of a land-
mark for the Priebe family, though.

Anyway, when Priebe arrived at the
gym be knows so well, he got more
than he bargained for.

Not only was his youngest daughter
there, but so were all of his daughters,
the eldest of whom had flown in from
New York especially for the dance.

All the arrangements for the gather-
ing of the clan had been handled with-
ot his knowledge. He acknowledged
that he was -taken aback and

“*After 21! these years. I couldn't just
let this last pop's hop slide by,” she
szid. ““The girls and I wanted to do
something out of the ordinary.”

Since all of the Priebe girls except
the eldest live in the metropolitan
area, the only question was whether
she could get here in time.

And that barrier was hurdled when
the plane from New York touched
down at Metropolitan Airport,late on
the 2fternoon of the dance.

*We picked her up and took her toa
friend’s house,” Mrs. Priebe said.
“Herman had no idea what was going
o

Until he got to the school.
“It was great,” he commented. *I
never would have imagined." J

ing more and more serious. It's prac-
tically making the whole legislative
process unworkable. Lobbying is big
business. It's not small potatoes.**

Mrs. Elsman. whose husband,
James. is a Birmingham attomey and
unsuccessful U.S. Senate candidate,
contends that Common Cause, unlike
the other lobbying groups it seeks to
regulate. does not represent special
interests.

“We try to represent the citizens at
large. but we don't spend any private
money in doing so. We don't do it by
buying lunch for legislators or provid-
ing them with football tickets.

“It's a very professional organiza-
tion. We're not a bunch of old ladies in
tennis running around and trying
to do good.”

MRS. ELSMAN's involvement in
Common Cause. which was founded in
1970, stemmed from frustration with
party politics.

“Ive been a political activist for a
long time and have always been inter-
ested in that kind “of thing. 1 was
involved in Democratic party politics
for about 10 years and got on the state
central committee. but I felt like I was
unable to influence the course of what
1 considered to be important issues.
These decisions weren't being made
where I was.

“So I got disenchanted with politics
and got out for a couple of years. It
seemed like everyone was being repre-
sented but the people.”

But when Common Cause was born
Mrs. Elsman found what she considers
the ideal vehicle for political activism,
isenchatment gave way to
2eal.”"I'm not a pie-in-the-sky idealist.
I'm a realist with hope, " she says.

She.spends up to 30 hours a week at
ter volunteer post, reading bills, hold-
ing meetings. handling administrative
tasks and contacting legisiators. She
was chief lobbyist for the Open Meet-
ings Law, which she says has “made a
big difference in increasing citizen
access to government. "

IN ADDITION to her part-time psy-
chology practice. Mrs. Eisman is also
an avid tennis player and mother of
two children. But her favorite topic of
conversation, it seems. is government
and its reform. :

“It's fun. I guess I'm a little weird, 1
don’t want to be the typical. suburban
matron. It's important and interesting
work. I have a fundamental belief in

our form of government. but I also
believe we only get the kind of govern-
ment we deserve. "

Mrs. Elsman denies Common Cause
is really an arm of the Democratic
party. but concedes that's a commonly
held belief.

“Political reform isn't a partisan
issue.” she maintans. “We never sup-
port candidates. Because we are
reform-minded. that's perceived as a
Democratic thing. But we have a lot of
Republican members.™

Unlike the League of Women Voters,
which studies a wide range of issues
but eschews active lobbying and the
consumer oriented Michigan Citizens
Lobby. Common Cause *concentrates
on process issues so the system will be
more responsive to any group that
comes down the pike, whether it be
environmental or whatever.

“We see ourselves as a catalyst and
s as activists and we try to concen-
trate our activity as a lobbying group
{ona few issues at a time).™

The tax revoll is a symptom of
growing frustration with government,
she says. That frustration often turns
1o apathy. but it should be a call to
action,

*The average Joe feels helpless. The
big movement (for reform) in the past
seven or eight years is a reaction to
that helplessness. A lot of people don't
pay attention—they dont even vote. 1
think by joining an organization like
Common Cause you can start doing
more than you ever dreamed you
could,

“I's an education. like a mini-
course in government. A lot of people
feel incompetent to get involved in the
legislative process. but they're wrong
because you can leam if you want to.

“People are angry and the tax revolt
is one way they’re showing it. but they
really don’t know how to go about it. If
you're interested in politics you can
really make a difference this way. One
letter doesn't make a heck of a lot of
difference—it’s like blowing in the
wind.™

Mrs. Elsman, who has held her post
for 1 '2 years and plans to step down
early next year. has no plans to run for
office as her husband did.

She adds-quickly. however, that she
“wouldn't rule it out.

“It’s difficult to analyze our real
effect. Alter a defeat like that. you feel
like giving up and going home. But if
we went home. who would do it?"

2254 CrooksRoad
Crooka Corners Pleza
‘Rochester, Michigan
852-4822

MW9-60m
ThFS-8:30pm
a1 9-4pm

o

Shutter @enter “emae

SALE :

through October 28th o

*Sliding drapery panels for
doorwalis andlarge

windows
«Comeina wide variety of

styles

*Furnished and Unfurnished

*Special price for 6 doorwall
unfirished--Start at
$199.00

*May also be ordered comp-
letely finished-Start at
$199.00

*May also be ardered comp-
letely finishedand instalied
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COMPLETE GARDEN cCEnTER
QUALITY NURSERY STOCK
DESIGNING AND PLANTING

PLYMOUTx,

Plant a Full Branched .
Crab This Fall

For Brilliant Color next Spring

ALL TREES 2" diam B&B $90.00

—Smaller crabs also available—

9900 ANN ARBOR-PLYMBUTH RD.{M14)
7 MILES EAST OF U.S. 23, 5 MILES WEST OF SHELDON »

OPEN DAILY 9-6&
SuUNDAY 10-&

MARY POTTER

White flower, red fruit

ROYAL RUBY

Large red flowers, no fruit

ROYALTY

Crimson flowers, purple leaves, red fruit

ELKIRK

Dark pink flowers, red fruit

OWDRIFT

SN
Pink bud, white flowers, red fruit

UM
Pink bud, white flowers, red fruit

ph. 453-5500

The youngest daughter is a senior and
will graduate at the end of the year. R
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