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Margaret Davey says “It’s been an interesting life, full of joys and
frustrations.” (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

By MARIE McGEE

Harmony is a Max Davey trade-
mark—publicly and privately.

Much of it is obvious when the 35-
voice Max Davey Singers perform in
two major concerts each year plus
innumerably hymn shows in churches
throughout the metropolitan Detroit

arez.

Less obvious, but still a big factor in
the harmonious arrangement is the
work carried on behind-the-scenes by
Davey's wife, Margeret.

A gulsy approach to show business
and her business acumen have contrib-
uted as much to the success of the pop-
ular singing group as ber husband’s
talent 2s a conductor/arranger.

It's 2 blend of talents that has
endured 20 years of ups and downs in
the precarious world of show business
and prompted a winister-friend to
chserve: Max has the talent and Mar-
geret has the vision.

It all began when the Farmington
Hills couple gathered a group of about
16 singers and begen singing at vari-
ous churches. She helped out then by
playing the piano. ’

But 2s the group got more popular
came the decision to put on a major
show,

“It was easier to let everyone come
to us, instead of us going to them,” she
said.

By this time, her meager piano tal-
ents were no longer adequate to serve
the group’s needs, so she stepped
aside. .

But rather than bow out of the pic-
ture completely, she moved into the
business end of the organization

j She blends business with song

‘All the time | was working with Concert .
Series, when | felt | wasn't doing all that
much, I was developing skills and didn’t real-
ize it. Making up budgets was one area. Deal-
ing with people at all levels- from stars to
stage hands-was another’

-Margaret Davey

because “that's where Max needed me
the most.”

Her biggest job was netifying the
various groups who supported them of
upcoming concerts and handling tick-
ets, arranging for a concert hall—and
in later years, arranging for a big
name guest star.

“I had to mzke up a production
budget and 1 even devised my own
bookkeeping system,” she recalled. -

Money always has been a factor
with the Daveys. Since they admit-
tedly operate on a “shoestring” much
depends on her abilitiy to *‘recruit™
the audience, many of whom have
remained faithful to the Daveys since
that first concert in Kresge Hall in
Detroit.

In those days, her work as a busi-
mess manager and promoter of Con-
cert Series, Inc., the non-profit corpo-
ration they eventually formed, was in
addition to a full-time job in the office
of an accountant. In the lzst few years,
however, she gave up that job to
devote all her time to Concert Series.

1t's been an interesting life, full of
Joys and frustrations, she said.

There have been the joys of meeting
and getting to know on a personal
basis such stardom greats as pianist
Roger Williams, puppeteer-ven-
triloguist Shari Lewis, television com-
mentator Frank Blair and Emmy-
award winner Ed Asner.

But none of it would have happened
without a bold approach that called for
personal contact with the star, com-
pletely by passing the star’s agent.

“I'd find out where they lived and
T'd cell them at bome. I hed to do it
that way. It costs too much money to
80 through an agent,” she said.

What she found out in many cases
was that the star wes willing to do the
show for the *‘peanut” fee the Daveys
offered for a variety of reasons,

“Some of them can't resist per-
forming before 2 live audience,” she
said.

“Some want to help because they
rezlize what it is like to be a struggl-

ing group and they just want to help
you out. Sometimes it comes in a luil
in a performer’s cereer when he or
she is looking for something to do and
money isn't all that important,” she
added. '

But never has her dedication to help-
ing her husband been tested more than
at the present time when serious finan-
cial difficulties threaten the future of
Concert Series, Inc.

To pay off debts incurred by rising
production costs, Mrs. Daveys has had

to retum to work full-time again to |

help pay the bills, and allow her hus-
band the flexibility of working with his
music rather than having to hold 2
full-time job himself. (He owns a
small tool design business and can
pick and choose his jobs, depending on
how busy he wants to be, she
explained.)

But her return to the world of work
has an ironic twist to it.

“All the time I was working with
Concert Series, when I felt I wasn't
doing all that much, I was developing
skills and didn't rezlize it, Making up
budgets was one area. Dealing with
people 2t all levels—from stars to
stagehands—was another.”

It has all paid off with her recent
appointment as one of few women

directors in the management industry { -

in the state of Michigan for Forest
City-Dillion Management Co. She will
have responsibilities involving - five
buildings that have been underwritten |
by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development for persons on
fixed incomes and managed by the
Ohio-based Forest-Dillion firm. -

It’s something to crow about.

‘Auto reps need
variety of skills

By SHERRY KAHAN

Michigan Ford dealers may have
been a little surprised when Cynthia
Stasek turned up at their dealerships
as 2 company representative ready to
+ 2ct as their business link to the home
1 office.

It was 2n uncommon job for women
several years ago 2t the time she
began calling on Lincoln-Mercury
dealers around the state.

; “But I got a good reception,” Ms.
! Stesek told a group of young women at
a recent Madonna College career
institute. I didn't hear of anyone hav-
ing bad feelings zbout my being a
woman. 1 was accepted as one of the

‘You have to know about
advertising and motivita-
tion, how to read a finan-
cial statement and have an
innate sense of how to sell’
-Ford Rep. Cynthia Stasek

two or three of her nights are spent on
the road.

“It is possible to have a social life on
the road,” she observed. “There is
always someone around you've seen
before. In fact, there is a whole net-
work of people you meet when travel-
ing. It can be fun, but it's expensive.”™

public relations work and answer com- She added that she found it possible

plaints raised by cusiomers,” said Ms.  to keep up home social relations on

Stesek. “You have to know about  weekends.

. advertising and motivation, how to When Ms. Stesek was hired for
read a financial statement and have  training by the sales department, she
an innate sense of how to sell. was assigned to the Wixom office.

. “You must be aware of what is  After a about two years she started

+ going on in the business world, and in calling on dealers.

“the dealer’s town, so you can help him  ~She told her audience that having a

with any part that might 2ffect him.”  bachelor’s degree is sufficient for get-
The job calls for 2 Jot of traveling, ting hired. However, these who make
she warned her listerers. Her territory

_~Fovers Michigan and part of Ohio, so (Continued on page 17)
e

‘ 1ys.
+  Visiting dealers is far from a social
oceasion. There is always work to be
done.

“When you're in field sales, you do

!
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The "hotel has 172 rooms, lavishly
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Jor your visitors or clients.
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