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‘Data

game

Computer calculates careers

By LYNN ORR

A 67-year-old semi-retiree with a
PhD. spent most of his career in
advertising. -

A ‘devilish machine reported that
railroad conducting was his true
occupation.

A high school senior plans to earn
her’living as 2 beauty operator. The
same circuitry told her to think again.

Brave new world, you surmise?

Not quite.. Rather, it’s a new com-
puter terminal at the Dunning-Hough
Library in Plymouth that issued some
surprising results when three volun-
teers tried to match interest and goals
with career choices.

I could have made a fortune in that
business,” szid Plymouth resident
Sam Hudson after the terminal screen
flashed railroad conductor after he
selected various interests via the ter-
minal keyboard.
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according to his interests and go.
administrator.,
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His selection of a combination of
inside and outside work eliminated his
chosen field of advertising, the com-
puter told the surprised onlookers.

Plymouth Salem senior Jenny Kach-

discovered that eliminating a
high school degree from the options
barred her from most careers that
matched her interests.

PLYMOUTH'S police chief Tim
Ford came up with 36 occupational
choices via the Michigan Occupational
Information system. Police work, how-
ever. wasn't included on the list.

In his checkered career, Ford has
eamed a living as a counselor.
reporter, child juvenile parole officer,
painter. college teacher and social
worker—all of which 2ppeared on the
list,

“I've done so many different jobs,
but the only one I found rewarding was
being a police administrator,” he said,
contradicting the computer. However,
a 52, he didn't rule out trying another
occupation in the future.

The library's terminal, available
free to residents on a walk-in basis, is
provided through the Wayne County
Intermediate School District, which
elso placed two terminals in the
career resource rooms at Plymouth
Salem and Plymouth Canton high
schools,

‘There 2re 40 similar terminals in the
Wayne County Intermediate School
District, at an approximate cost of
$275 per month per terminal.

‘The federal government, through the
Comprehensive Employment Training
Act (CETA) funding, is picking up the
tab through next summer, according
to Jim Freser, coordinator of student
services for the intermediate school
district.

He expects to have 2s many as 60
terminals located throughout the
county in the months ahead and is hop-
ing for an extension of. the CETA

However, local school districts
would be able to retain the terminals
2 a lower monthly cost if federal
funding is terminated, he speculated.
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sing and programmed by the Michigan
Department of Education, is contacted

- through the keyboard terminals.

Space-age machine arrives at its
deductions by posing various questions
and choices to the career-seeker, such
as working with people rather than
deta, light versus medium or heavy
work, working conditions and educa-
tional entry levels.

Temperaments, including an
inclination for the creative, directo-
rial, logical. or persuasive and others
are the final selections before the
elimination process is completed.

But the computer doesn't stop there.

Through more questions and
answers, the keyboard operator is able
to uncover all kinds of information
about any of 350 occupations in the
computer banks.

Job descriptions, educational and

ing requirements. earnings and

Jenny Kackenko (right), a student at P}
nal with a little help from library aide Celia Baber.

Wi/

Slalus within an occupation flash on
the screen at the touch of a key.

For potential students, the computer
is the answer to college catalogue
nightmares,

Instead of poring through catalogue
Stacks, information about courses, tui-
tion, individual programs, and finan-
cizl aid at training schools, colleges
and wniversities in Michigan is avail-
able on the screen within seconds.

ABOUT 30 persons, mostly students.
are using the library termihal, accord-
ing to Celia Baber. a library aide who
assists anyone having trouble getting
acquainted with the terminal.

“Your enswer puzzles me,” is the
computer’s response when things go
awry. A handbook. however, answers
most questions and directs the

rder. .

ymouth takes a crack at the library’s career computer termi.

“Computerization is really where
libraries are going, Ms. Baber said.

In the future, the library hopes to
have 2 print-out mechanism, so the
career or college information seeker
can take home a copy of all the infor-
mation viewed on the screen.

Adults contemplating mid-life career
changes or warting educational infor-
mation can turn to the terminal for
quick answers zbout the latest trends.

Through the selection process. the
physically-handicapped can discover
occupations that don’t require
mobility.

And students curious about the job
outlook can get the latest information
on career trends beforé they consider
spending years in training.

With.three of 2pproximately 40 ter-
minals in Wayne County, the
Plymouth-Canton area conceivablely
has a jump on the career game.

outlook in
both Michigan and ‘the nation. and
even a breakdown of minority and sex
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Grand Opening Bargains!

To celebrate our enlarged store!

Market Basket BREAD \ )
N\ FOEE FKG. ;

Buy 3 for §1, Get 1 FREE! Y - aas: COOKIES

Let us introduce you to the freshest baked WiTH $4
‘goods in town. You can buy them hot
from our ovens at thrifty prices. Why?
Because we don’t put them on a truck and
ship them anywhere - and we'pass that
§ savings an to you.

SPAURRARYEV Art-a-Facts

E! Greco (whose real name was Domenico.

Northwest Blue Print

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13450 Farmington Rd {at Schoolcrafty Livonia | -

525-18%0

- MESOURS, -
WCAR RADIO 11

8:30 A.M. 12 NOON 6:30 P.M.

Golden West Broadcasters, Inc.

Grand
Opening
Special

You (and ybur pockétbook) will be glad you did!

AWREY.

AWREY BAKERIES, INC.
A Quality Family Bakery Since 1910

Coupons Good October 20 thru 28 .

én’ move
till you call us.

- ar\J
€an SROW YOU oW YOU Can Save up o 60°% of the:
0L, Move i yoursell with a Ryder truck
We ront dependable, weltmantaned Fords and
ainer fine trucks From 12-1001 vans p 10 trucks bg
h 10 swallow seven 100ms of furniture And we
ent furniure pads. hand trucks and fow bars [0 traler
your car
When you move it yoursell il arrve when you do
because you duve i yoursell. No woiry because you
pack and load it yoursell and we i show you the best
way10001t Just ask for the Ryder’ Movers Gude
Your tocat Ryder Truck Rental Branch

10% Discount

on all Truck Rentals _
Now thru Oct. 31, 1978

Must Present Coupon for Discount

Tune-U Jps
(American Cars Or
6 CYL 8 CYL

$4795 $4995

with ad
theu Nov. 4, 1978
H includes: Plugs, Points, Condonsor and Alr Filter, Set
Timing,. Check ic Resistance, Set Dwal, Chack-
primary &nd Socondary Votage Outps, Adjst Cat,

sriitied Master Mechani

ﬁmemmmmemew.m
and Alr Spocialists kn High Performance and

OFF DISCOUNT PRICE
DISCOUNT PRICE S «

on any AWREY

DESSERT ' LONG JOHN
CAKE COFFEE CAKE

GOOD ONLY ONE [ GOOD ONLY ONE
COUPON PER PKG| COUPON PER PKG.

AWREY THRIFT ONLY AWREY THRIFT ONLY
Good thru 10-28-78 Good thru 10-28-78

OFF
DISCOUNT PRICE
on any

LAYER
CAKE

GOOD ONLY ONE

MCOUPON PER PKG.

AWREY THRIFT ONLY
Good thru 10-26-78

OFF
DISCOULI,T PRICE

INDIV. WRAP
DANISH

SWEETROLLS
(5FOR §1)
GOGD ONLY ONE
COUPON
PER PURCHASE
AWREY THRIFT ONLY
Good thry 10-26-78

' =
RYDER TRUCK RENTAL
- CKLES RD. -
TS nma e R
. ke

: 30680 Grand River, Farmington Hills
Wmm Tom Holzer Ford » 474-2692




