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Antique doll collector can’t stop searching

“It all started with just one doll,”
said Kathy Brennan, whose collection
now boasts some 300 antique dolis.

Some of these are on display at the
Troy Public Library during October.
The collection includes a tin head doll
from 182, a 1930 Princess Elizabeth,

dolls and even a tiny dall’s doll.

But it 2l began with a doll the for-
mer Troy resident found among her
husband’s ‘childhood keepsakes eight
years ago. Shortly after, an old doll at
a neighborhood artique store caught
her eye and she bought it.

* Victorian dolls, baby dolls, fashion “Then I asked ray mother whatever

Kathy Brennan's collection of antique dolls includes this modern
reproduction of a French fashion doll. She also has doll replicas of
celebrities, including Deanna Durbin, Princess Elizabeth, Sonja
Henie and Howdy Doody. -

Vecore enlists

James Vecore, of 279% Bayberry,
Farmington has entered the U.S. Air
Force’s Delayed Enlistment program,

Vecore, 17, is a senior at North

Farmington High School. After gradu-
ation, he will receive weapons

ic training and be assigned to
an Air Force duty station.

happened to my old dolls,” she said.
Her mother discovered Mrs. Bren-
nan's doll, a Christmas gift when she
was about five, up in the attic and pre-
sented it to her as a surprise.

FASCINATED BY HER FINDS,
Mrs. Brennan visited some antique
shows. She has also found some dolls
at doll hospitals and bought others
from private owners.

“Gradually I kept getting more and
more dolls,” she related. “I see a doll
that's damaged and I feel sad for it, so
I buy it. Then I talk my husband into
repairing it."”

Marvin Brennan repairs cracked or -

broken bodies and heads, and touches
up the painted finish on doll faces
‘when necessary.

Mrs. Brennan collects alt kinds of
dolls, buying those which catch her
fancy. But she said she specializes in
the bisque dolls, favoring the older
ones still dressed in the original cos-
tume. A large “Kathy" doll is her col-
lection's mascot.

“I try to get a little history on each
one,” she said. Each doll has an identi-
fying number on the back of its head.
‘The number can be looked up in a dol}
book to place its model, maker and

year.

Mrs. Brennan won first place in a
Saginaw doll competition with one of
her five entries. That doll can not be
presented in campetition again for
three to five years, she explained. -

MRS. BRENNAN first displayed her
dolls in a corner of her daughter’s bed-
room. But as the collection grew, ‘I
found myself encroaching on my
daughter’s room,” she said, smiling,

The family recently moved to a new
house, with a special room, devoted
entirely to the dolls.

“Each doll has a place and a special
setting,” she explained “Some are
sipping sodas around an ice cream
table. One is playing a little piano,
with several others behind it singing.”

Some of the dolls are displayed in
antique cribs or carriages, some dat-
ing back to the 15t cenfury. The larg-
est doll is a 3%inch bisque holding a
parasol. Mrs. Brennan estimated her
value at $900-1,000.

“The value of a doll is a good

investment, too,"” interjected her hus- .

band. A Rosemary doll she purchased
several years ago for $35 is now worth
about $60, he said.

“The doll collection is a sort of back-
ing for when the kids are ready to'go
to college.” he explained.

The Brennans have a son, Michael, -

6, and two daughters, Stacey, 3, and
Bridgette, 1. With the christenings of
the two girls, the family began a tradi-
tion of presenting a doll from the col-
lection to their daughters for every
birthday and Christmas. The girls
lmow the dolls are meant as keepsakes
and not as playthings while young,
Mrs. Brennan added. e

"WE HAVE SERIOUS intentions,
when the children are older, of setting
up a sort of museurn, so others can see
the dolls,” she said. “Then children
will be able to see the kinds of dolls
their mothers and grandmothers
played with,”

She has also been invited to return to
the Troy library in the future with a
different set of dolls for a another dis-
play, Mrs. Brennan said.

Plans for the future may also

include a new house, she said. They
have already discussed with a builder
the plans for a special doll room,

. Celebrity dolls in her collection
include replicas of Jane Withers, Sonja
Henie, the Campbell Soup kids, the
Gerber baby and Margaret O'Brien.
Also depicted in doll form are Howdy
Doody, Emmet Kelly and Deanna Dur-

bin. Boy dolls, though, are extremely
rare, Mrs. Brennan said.

“If you ever see one,” she advised,
“don’t hesitate. Buy it. It will double
in value.”

Mrs. Brennan said her collection
includes dolls small as three
but she admits she likes the larger
ones best.
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This Sears Roebuck and Co, doll,
made in the late 190s, is among
the collection on display this
month at the Troy Public Library.
Its composition is a sort of pressed
wood, and straw. Her clothing is
all original.

Staff plloto'-s by
Chariie Kidd

“1 prefer the big bisque ones,
dressed in those frilly outfits.”
‘These who specialize in doll repairs
are very secretive about their method,
ling to B

according to Brennan,
“It’s difficult to find out how to do
most of those things," Marvin Bren-

they use or what sort of filler. You
have to pick up alittle bit here, a little
bit there.”

Doll collecting is the first or second
most popular hobby in the world, he
Stated. )
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When Kathy Brennan began collecting dolls seven
years ago, it was ber personal hobby, but now the
whole family gets into the act. Daughters Bridgette,

inches, '

“Just about everybody has one after
all. And the doll shows are just
packed.”

nan said. “Once in a while someone
lets something drop: the kind of paint

1, and Stacey, 3, admire .the Madame -Alexander doll
from the mid-40s that their mother holds. It was Mrs,
Brennan’s childhood doll.

China Fair

RESTAURANT
Specializing in the Finest Chinese, Cantonese,
Hong Kong, Mandarin, Japanese and American Cuisine
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®Businessmen’s Luncheon Specials

}® Complete Dinners ®Carry-outs

NORTHVILLE PLAZA MALL — 42313 W. Seven Mile Road
Now Open -
=Thurs. 11 am-
N7 ooz o 349-0441

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
SANITARY SEWER INSTALLATION
"y

In The
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN

Sealed proposals far fumishing all labor, material and equipment for installing
Approximately 616 lin. {t. of 10" sewer pipe an lin. ft. of 8" sewer pipe, with
Pecessary appurtenances, in Moran St., S.A.D. No. C-112 will be received by the
City of Farmington Hills at the office of the City Clerk until 10:00 o’clock A.M.,
Eastern Daylight Time, Friday, October 27, 1978, at which time and place the bids
will be publicly opened and read. No bid may be withdrawn alter scheduled closing
time for at least 30 days.

Contract documents including necessary plans may be examined at the affice of the
City Clerk or may be examined or procured at the office of the Engineers.

A deposit of $10.00 will be required for contract documents and plans necessary for
bidding. Entire deposit will be refunded to bidders only on return of plans, to the
office of the Engineers, in good condition within twenty (20) days. $5.00 will be

1 )

COME AND SEE OUR
NEW LOCATION
IN LARGER QUARTERS

i

1asmons 10n e wowe Bl A sam

PINE LAKE MALL
4335 Orchard Lake Road
{one block S. of former location)
phone 854-2689

Featuring:

Adults $5.90

Guards
829" 97x13" 13"K13",
OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

Mon.-Fri. 8-5
12770 Farmington Rd.
at Schooleraft
421-1170

% 937-0478

P.OP.
Sunday Faniily
Dinner Buffet from 2-8pm

"TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31st.

Dine and Dance-
Dinner served from 6 p.m.
Regular menu will be available

Costume dudging

(but costumes are optional)
Ce

-No Cover-

Disco Music By “FLYER”

(Pay One Price)

Roast Beel Carved at the Buffet Table, Polish Sausage,
Mashed Potato, Chicken Gravy, Fried Chi

Potato, Vegetable Dujour, Dressing, Salad, Pasta, Relishes,
Fresh Baked Breads and Butter

icken, Sweet

or

Children under 102,90

Price Includes TAX and Tip, a Pitcher
of POP for kids, a carafe of WINE
a pitcher of BEER for the adults.

{cocktails are exira)

Call for Reservations - 459-6370 -
We are located on Main Street South of Ann Arbor Trail in Downlown Plymouth.

Calendar of Daily
Specials
SUNDAY Open at

2pm for Dinner. Dancing
till 2am. No Cover

MON. CLOSED

TUES. Champagne
Night Longest Cocktail
Hour 4pm-11pm. ALL
DRINKS Reduced. Open
1ill 2am No Cover. Din-
ner Served from 6pm.

WED. LADIES
NIGHT Drinks re-
duced for Ladies. 4pm-
2am. No Cover. Dinner
Served from 6pm.

THURS: Beer &
Wine Special 2 glasses
for the price of one. 4pm
-2am. No Cover. Dinner
Served from 6pm.

FRI. Cocktail Hour
4pm -8:30pm. Cover
Charge after 8pm. No
Cover for Dinner Pair-
ons. -

SAT. Open at 6pm for
Dinner. Cover Charge
after.-8pm. No cover for
Dinner Patrons.

Teturn of contract ‘and plans in good condi-

tion to the office of the Engineers, within ten (10) days. Additional copies of con-
tract documents will be furnished to prime bidders at $5.00 per set, not refundable.
Plans and Specifications will be mailed upon receipt of separate check in the
amount of $5.00, per set, nat refundable. Bids may be rejected unless made on
forms furnished with contract.
A certified check, bid bond or cashiers check acceptable to the Owner in the amount
of 5 percent of bid, made payable to the City Treasurer, must accompany each pro-
pasal. The deposit of the successful bidder shall be forfeited if he fails to execute the
contract and bonds within fourteen (14) days after award.

The City reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive informalities or accept
any bid it may deem best.

Floyd A. Caims
City Clerk

Publlsh: October 23, 1978

1 “Atmeosphere On A Budget”
an Tuesday Night Specials
RIB EYE STEAK CHOPPED S{gEAK
’ 9 $
only $2%9 s, ony 52

Texas Toast & Salad Bar - Served from 4 p.m. 't closing

Great
SALAD BAR
13 lteins g5

to mix
5 delicious dressings

" MONDAY IS SENIOR CITIZENS DAY! SENIOR
CITIZENS RECEIVE THEIR BEVERAGE FREE! ALL DAY!

LUNCHEON SPECIALS

i ; D K N.Y. PETITE BREADED v
,’ CHOT;ENESRTEA STRIP DINNER  VEAL CUTLET -
X $179 $199 $179

Includes Toast, Potato, Salad Bar

SERVED ALL D}Y MONDAY — 11-4 TUES.-§

AT,

BELLEVILLE LIVONIA
2053 AAWSONVILLE RD
OFF 194

SOUTHRELD
25610 W. 8 MALE RD.
AT BEECH.DALY RD

33456 W. 7 MILE RD.
AT FARMINGTON RO.
IN KMART PLAZA

N KMART PLAZA
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 11 to 8:30
* FRL & SAT. 11-9 » SUNDAY 11 to

/A A




