Foes debate ‘con con’ proposal
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Constitutional update?

By TIM RIGHARD
Not only did they. disagree on
, whether Michigan needs a new con-
; stitutional convention—they couldn’t
, agree on whether it was.a partisan
. 1ssue,
;The issue was Proposal A—whether,
after 14 years experience with the cur-
: rent constitution, Michigan voters
* should call a new “‘con con” on the
. Nov. 7 ballot.
. _ The debaters were State Rep. Jack
E. Kirsey (R-Livoria), who said no,
. and Dennis Stabenow, executive direc-
: tor of Citizens for a Constitutional Con-
- vention, who said yes.

"I STARTED the group myself with
one other person in ,” Stabe-
now told a Schooleraft College
audience last week in a series spon-
sored by the college and the League of
Women Voters,

Stabenow is a former member of the
House Democratic staff in Lansing. In
an interview, he said he was fired last
May when his wife entered a Demo-

+ cratic primary against an incumbent
- Democrat (she later beat him).

Stabenow’s group reads like a Who's
Who of prominent Michigan Demo-
crats—attoney Tom Downs and for-
mer US. Rep. Martha Griffiths, for
example. But he said the group
includes two persons who identify
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reform, judicial reform. A ‘con con’
S more sense than a crowded
ballot."

What reforms did his group have in
mind? Stabenow declined to say
because “I don't think it serves our
purpese.” He said, “We want to focus
our attention on the general priniciple
ofa‘concon.’

KIRKSEY CALLED the effort
behind Proposal A a Democratic
movement. The last (1961-62) cor-

new—only 14 years old—and only nine
other state constitutions are younger.
Only seven amendments have been
adopted out of 'the 18 offered since
1964. And only four states have fewer
amendments to their constitutions,”
Kirksey said.

PROPOSAL A was mandated by the
present constitution iLsdfz not by the
legislature or a petition drive. )

Michigan constitutions have tradi-
tionally called for a vote on a new con-
itutional ion every 16 years.

was
controlled by a .21 margin. “Demo-
crals are anxious to get a constitution

that matches their philosophy,” he
‘said.

Of 200 persons he had surveyed, the
35th District representative said, there
was “a lackadaisical, unimpi
reaction™ to the question of whether
Michigan needs a new constitution.

If a convention is called, delegates
would be elected within six.months,
“‘and all of the document becomes sub-
Ject to change.”” Among the questions
that could be raised, he said, are:

* Whether to allow 2 graduated rate
income tax, voted down by the public
as late as 1976.

cert on non-food and non-drug items.
® Whether to allow state and local

as rge
+ Gullen, former Wayne State Univer-
sity president, and John Jamrich, for-

mer president of Northern Michigan ,

versity.

Pointing to the 11 proposals on the
ballot (one of which is “con con”),
Stabenow said, “It's obvious people do
want change—tax reform, education

to have deficit budgets,
now prohibited.

® Whether to eliminate the pro-
cedure by which the public may peti-
tion for new law votes on new laws,
referendums on laws enacted by the
legislature and new constitutional
amendments.

Voters approved constitutions in 1&7,
1850, 1908 and 1963 and rejected one in
1867.

If a convention were called by
voters, the governor would set special
pnmary and general elections, and 148
delegates would be elected—one from
each of the 110 state house districts
and one from each of the 38 senate dis-
tricts. Each delegate would have an
equal vote.

Headleeite,

Tisch versus -
Ferency at OU

Some of the biggest names in Mich-
igan's debate over tax changes will be
at Oakland University at 7:30 p.m.
Friday in Varner Recital Hall.

Robert Tisch, Shiawassee County
drain commissioner and promoter of
Proposal J on the Nav. 7 ballot, will be
opposed by Zolton Ferency, Demc-
cratic gadfly of state politics. The
Tisch

“Qur ition is

would cut local

When the air ge

The Kast cure for cracked furniture.
Humid-Aire humidification prevents damuge.
ry, you're going to feel it. A Humid-
Aire contral humidifiar from Kast provides mere moisture

output than any other humidifier made. And it's remark-
- ably low priced. Call today. It could save an antique.

530 5. Telogroph ot Drck. L. R, Pontine

Call 642-7150
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Jordan Kahn attitude.
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Indicating an awareness of correct seasonal
attire, our wool vested suit is designed to pro-
vide a touch of elegance, synonymous with the

Orchard Mall. Orchard Lake Road.
North of Maple. West Bloomfield. 851-9444.
- Open Thursday and Friday il 9 PM.
Most major credit cards honored.

property assessments by half, allowing
the state to substitute a one per cent
rate increase in the income tax.

Mike Sessa will present the case for
Proposal E, the Headlee amendment
seeking tax limitation. Ferency, now a
professor of criminal justice at Mich-
Igan State University, will again be
the opponent.

It will be the last in a series of pub-
lic forums sponsored by Repolitik, a
nonpartisan political organization at
Qu.

Lighting with charm and grace . . .

A classic marriage of English oak wood, detailed antique brass and frosted
glass chimneys. Blends together beautifully for gracious lighting and living. 24-

nches wide. Priced at $190.90.
MZZ'

---you'll see us in a better light

Tonight at Schoolcraft College, the
debates will be on Proposal D, to raise
the drinking age to 21 by a con
Stitutional amendment, and Proposal
G, collective bargaining for state

lice t . 4 < —
P he debmes will start at 7:30 pm.in (S5 BIRMINGHAM. . 6580 TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE. . BLOOMFIELD PLAZA visk >
rooms 200-210 of the iberal Arts build- . )

ing at the north end of the campus at
18500 Haggerty, Livonia.

EVERY CARPET IN STOCK!

alal\ lOl' 1 Design Center

CHOOSE FROM AMERICA’S

FINEST CARPET MILLS

* MILLIKEN

* PHILADELPHIA
* MAJESTIC

* WEST POINT PEPPERELL
 ALDON

* HORIZON

* BARWICK

* CORONET

« WORLD

* BEATTIE

* ROYALWEVE

* WHITE CREST
* ETC.. ETC.

EVERY CARPET REMNANT

EXTRA 15% OFF |

MARKED DOWN - PRICE -

SAMPLE AREA
RUGS 187x27"" $ .50

$5.00 VALUE EACH

Here’s what makes Alan Lori

the only full-range

Design Center anywhere:

* CARPETING

* LIGHTING FIXTURES

* CUSTOM DRAPERY

* UPHOLSTERY

* FURNITURE

* WOVEN WOODS

* DECORATIVE BLINDS

* WALLPAPER

* LINOLEUM

* CERAMIC FLOORS

‘ * A COMPLETE, FULLY-

: STAFFED DESIGN SERVICE
» FAMOUS BRAND NAMES

AT LOWER PRICES

Alan Lori -
America's Outstanding ~
gn Center Carpet Stores
* We stock only Fashioni Designer Carpels .
-.* Quality carpet milis only—at lower prices
* Select from 100's of Rolls
- ® Alan Lori‘s skilled.instaliation.
SALEENDS OCTOBER 31. 1978
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‘Now is the time to get that excitingly
diiferent Alan Lori look thaf onlyan’
Alan Lori designer can creale for you.

..."AND SAVE 15%-42%
‘DURING OUR SALE!
WE DESIGN—WE MEASURE—
WE INSTALL

SQUTHGATE

alan 101‘1

Design Center

LIVONIA .
Daily 9-9
Sunday 12-5




