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gathered in Farmington Junior High's cafeteria last week

consolidation,

CITY LISTENS -- Residents of the City of Farmington to listen to the pros and cons and ask questions about

(Evert photo)

Brennan Tells Why “Yes’
Votels Township's Answer

Joseph T, Breanan, Farm-
ington  Township attorney,
1ssued a statement this week
Indicating his personal Support
for a *yes’” vote on consolida-
ton Nov, 4.

Brennan has represented the
Tewnship of Farmington for
more than 11 years, and five
cther mwnfcipalities, He has
lived in the township since 1956
and kas his law offices In the
City of Farmington on Grand
River.

HE WAS elected to the char-
ter commission for the last
two unsuccessful incorporation
atempts and is a candidate
for the consolidation charter
commission,

In 1966, Bremnan acted as
chairman of 2 study committee
reviewing the entire subfect
of governmental organization
for Farmington Township,

“1 belfeve that Farmington
Township should incorporafeas
a home rule city,” says
Brennan, “I thought so in
1966 when 2n attempt was made
to Incorporate the entire town-
ship, including its villages, into
one city,

7 thought so sometime later
when an attempt was made to
incorporate the bulk of the
township.

“1 favor the consoldation
proposal, and am a candidate
for the Farmington Charter
Commission because this pro-

posal will bring about a home

rue charter for Farmington

Township.”
P oxos

WHILE URGING a “yes”
vote, Brennan reviewedthe his-
tory of four separate studles
that have been madeof Farm-
ington’s future governmental
organization,

The first, Brennan sald,
was made by a group of pro-
fessors from Wayne Univer-
slty at the time it wasproposed
to incorporate the north part
of the township Into the Clty
of Farmington Woods, the
southeast portion Into the City
of Clarenceville and the south-
west as the Vilage of
Wooderott,

Who Dares Impede
Progress? Asks Smith

Charles E, Smith, 2 city can-
didate for the charter commis-
sion, takes exception to post-
tions taken by John Allen who
is leading the consolidation op-
position in the city,

“1n John Allen's articles, he
stated there was no consoli-
dation measurements or pre
cedents to evaluate small com~
munity mergers,

«lf this is true, then it will
be a difficult task for the can-
didates who aspire to beelected
to the charter commission to
develop the necessary guide-
Lines to Successfully produce a
charter that will serve all of the
future needs of the four com-
munitfes,

“TO DEVELOP this consoli-
dation successfully so that it

will be acceptable to the citi-
zens,” Smith continued, “/poli-
tically astute men should speak
out and express thelr opinions
and give their ideas for all to
conslder,

““Consclidation is progress,

“and who dares in these trylng

times to impede progress? What
progressive citizen would con-
tend that our clty could not be
improved?

“And surely our city citizens
are not content to be relegated
within the confines of a small
community that is only located
enroute to the state's capltal
in today’s parade of progress,

“If the City of Farmington
is allowed to stand as it is,
we the citizens are condem-
ning it to Isolationism and pro-
hibiting the citizens from rea-

PROPER USE — Theresa Burzynski of Floral
Ave. in Farmington Township festifies that rubber

tires make good swings

That's @ proper use for

rubber tires — lying in @ junk pile is nof. Rubber
tires not used as swings are arnong the items to be
picked up during Farmington Township’s October

cleanup drive.

As of Monday, the township had

colfected about 30 truck-loads, or 90 tons, of lorge
junk items including old applionces, furniture ond
tires. Workers have completed cleanup efforts in
the southern half of the township and today move
north of 12 Mile Rd. Residents north of 12 Mile may
set -out their large items on the regulor garbage

pickup doys.

(Photos by Fran Evert)

lizing the benefits of a modern,
planned consolidated commun-
ity
PP

11 AM A pollitical novice who
can only offer common sense,”
Smith adds, “but I am willing
to dedicate myself to the task
of forming a charter with the
ability 1 possess which wilt
serve the people of the commun-
ity

“[ am particularly interested
in one phase of the consolida-
tion, which is the recreational
activity of the community and
since I have spent 10 of my
15 years In Farmington devoted
to this phase of community ac-
tivity, [ have submitted my can~
didacy for the charter commis-
slon,"

The second study was made
in 1966 by Brennan’s com-

- mittee, The remalningtwoare’

the MSU study and the Donald
Qakes study, both recently
completed.

“All of these studies have
one thing In common,” Bren-
nan  emphasizes, ‘They all
recognize the ultimate nec-
essity of Farmington Township
incorporating as & home rule
city.”

Brennan said space does not
permit expounding upon the
many reasons why these con-
clusions were reached, “Suf-
fice it to say, that there are no
adequate alternatives to ahome
rule city charter if our bouﬁi-
arfes are to be protected fand
our community 1s to make
the best and most efticfent uses
of Its assets and realize lts
full potential. **

BRENNAN SAID In his
judgment,  “it makes little
difterence whether thetownship
becomes a city of 33-square
miles or part of 2 city of 36-
square mlles as long as it ul-
ttmately adopts 2 home rule
charter,

“q recognize those real and
speculative advantages, geo-
graphical and cultural, which
would result from the proposed
consolidatton, The problems
involved don’t appear to be in-
surmountable e elect an able
and experfenced charter com-
mission,

“Ivelieve that itls Inthe best
interests of township citizens
to vote in favor of the consol-
idation proposal, I appreciate
the confidence that my
neighbors expressed In me at
the last two incorporation elec-
tions and hope that they wiil
see {1t to allow me torepresent
them agatn.”

or Township Residents

Farmington Township residents should vote
“yes” Nov. 4 on the question of consolidation to
allow a charter to be written.

Township residents should vote yes because
consolidation will give residents what they want
and need—a city government. The Farmington
Enterprise & Observer believes it is enly a matter
of time before the township becomes a city. And
we think township residents are right in desiring
a city.

A ““yes" vote Nov. 4 will not only lead to a
city for township residents, but a better city
than could be obtained through secparatesin.
corporation.

Should consolidation fail, and the township
incorporates separately, that city would not have

-a built-in downtown area that the consolidation
city would have.
* * *

A SEPARATE CITY would also have to com-
pete with the City of Farmington for the industrial
and business developers. Zoning clashes could

EDITORIAL

continue to exist at the borders between the two
municipalities. Petiy bickering between the two
municipalities wolld continue to break down the
existing community spirit.

Two separate cities will result in a continua-
tion of -the present condition whereby the Farm-
ington area has two separate master plans, two
separate planning consultants, separate police
and fire departments, even separate destinies.

Consolidation cannot answer all the prob-
lems facing the township ¢r the Farmington
area. But consolidation appears to be the best
tool'to meet the future needs of Farmington
Area as it mushrooms toward 1980.

Consolidation could result in better roads,
better police protection, better planning and more
efficient use of the area’s tax base. By avoiding
duplication, consolidation offers economy of
scale, and that efficiency could keep future costs
down.

A "yes” vote Nov. 4 will also protect the town--
ship’s boundaries from being annexed by the City
of Farmington, Livonia, Southfield or Novi.

* =

WHAT WILL consolidation cost? City Man-
ager John Dinan estimates a tax levy of 8.6 mills
for the first year's operation if the consolidated
city assumed the same services that now exist.
Add to this 0.8 mills for capitalization expense.

Opponents of consolidation admit Dinan’s
estimate is fair. But nobody, at this point, is
really attempting to predict what consolida-
tion actually will cost,

It is fair {o assume that taxes for the single--
city could be lower than what taxes will be for
both cities if consolidation fails and the township4
incorporates. :

* * * .

CONSOLIDATION may not, in the end, be the”
answer. If it's not, then the Farmington Enter-.
prise & Observer will recommend a ‘“no” vote on
the charter. :

But this newspaper cannot recommend a neg-:
ative vote on Nov. 4. The Farmington Area has
problems which must be faced. The township ha
problems, the city has problems, and the villages
have problems. -

en you have a problem, you seek a
solution. It's foolish to do otherwise. Consoli-
dation appears to be the best tool to sélve our
problems.

Vote “yes” Nov. 4. Give the charter commis-
sion a chance. Let’s write a charter for a single-
city and vote on the charter. The alternatives are
unclear. -

* .

THE ONLY THING clear today is that a “‘yes”
vote Nov. 4 will give the area two years to fogus
on its problems and write a charter.

The township resident who votes ‘“no”
must accept the possibility the township
might lose its industrial base.

This newspaper cannot promise what will hap-
pen tornorrow; we can only promise that a ‘“‘yes’”
vote means security and the chance to find a
solution to the area's problems.

—The Farmington Enterprise & Observer-
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WONDERLAND CENTER GA 7-9311
LIVONIA MALL 476-7777

K'A‘Iudlmlvkul THE SINGER COMPANY

F NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!
v

A low, low price
for great Singer quality.

TAKE YOUR CHOICE

of these FASHION MATE* sewing machines by Singer. Get the one that
comes in the handsome Early American “Lexington” qabmet. O{ choose
theFashion Matezig-zagsewing machineintheconvenientcarryingcase,

And SINGER has a credit plan to fit your budget.

What new for tomorrow lrat SINGER today!

WESTLAND CENTER 425-8500

S TEL- TWELVE 353-1330
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