FFarminaton Observer

Volume 90 Number 4

Monday, October 1978

RECALL
3 on Hills counecil

face ouster drive

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

* Hills has reached its peak with a
recall petition drive launched by resi-
dents dissatisfied with actions of three
councilmembers.

Recall petitions are being circulated
for the recall of Mayor Jan Dolan, and
councilmembers Cathy Jones and
Joanne Smith.

Leading the recall are Massie Kur-
2zeja 2nd Robert Pratt, co-chairman of
Gitizens United for Recall (C.U. RE).

Charges listed by C.U.RE in a state-
ment released Oct. 27 of why the recall
is being launched are as follows:

*They either failed to disclose or
misrepresented the contents of the

lication to HUD for i
development funds.
. *They failed to disclose in a timely
manner the proposed location of low-
income housing to be built in the city
under HUD's program.

*They refused to allow the citizens
of Farmington Hills to vote on whether
they wanted mid-rise housing.

The battle revolves around recent
actions taken by the city council dur-
ing which Dolan, Jones and Smith sup-
ported the coneept of following
through with the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant program spon-
sored by the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD).

The program was terminated by
unanimous vote at last week's council
session. It called for the construction
of 100 units of low-income housing
wnits in the city's south end.

Also included in the program was a
howsing rehabilitation program provid-
ing loans and grants and funds to fin-
ish construction of storm sewer drzins.
‘The majority of funds would have been
used in the city's south end—Sections
25,2, 35and 36.

Also at isswe is the three coun-
clmembers support of the mid-rise
zoming designated for senior citizen
housing. At the Sept. 11 Hills council
meeting councilmembers Smith,

are required to place 2 recall on the
ballot.

“We have district leaders coordinat-
ing the petition drive in virtually every
part of the city,” he said. We also have
the support of the Council of Home-
owners Association of Farmington
Hills, as well as individual subdivision
organizations.™

But those councilmembers being
under recall threat deny the charges,
claiming that literature distributed
has misrepresented their positions and
that they didn't misrepresent or con-
ceal any of the facts concerning the
Community Development Block Grant

““To this day we don't have any hous-
ing sites. We have census tracts listed,
but they are the same ones that have
been listed for the last three years and
they have been a matter of public
record.” said Dolan.

“They have been on all of the HUD
applications.” she said.

She said it was natural that the
funds used for the program be in the
city's south end because that is the
erea where the drainage improve-
ment. housing rehabilitation 2nd new
housing is needed.

“Where else do we have an area
where we can apply these general
objectives?" she asked.

A recall attempt is irrelevant at this
time, she daimed, because the concil
has unanimously voted to withdraw
from the program.

Dolan admits that she has been ley-
ing back in attempts to fight the recall
attempl, but since Alkateeb has joined
the recall forces, she has been
“spurred on” to fight back.

“We're going to meet with an inter-
ested group of residents. We're going
to get out information to tell our side,”
she seid.

Smith vehemently opposes attempts
to recall her, saying it is useless any-
way since she doesn’t'intend to run for
office next year. When she was elected
three years ago, she vowed to serve
only one term.

She believes that many of those sup-
porting the recall attempt are being

Dolan, Jones, Op) and Dea-

j by persons who have

con refused to support a motion by
Councilman Joe Alkateeb to put the
tssue on the ballot.

There is no organized effort to have
Deacon and Opperthauser recalled.

The zoning designation originally
#as approved by council last year
after much resident protest. At that
time Jones, Alkateeb and Joanne Soro-
nen weren't on the council. Dezcon
wvoted against the rezoning designation
at that time which calls for allowing
tousing to be constructed up to 60 feet
high.-
*“It's much more than just the HUD
low income housing issue,” said Mrs.
Kurzeja. *The people in our city have
lost confidence in their leadership.
Instead of voting their constiluent's
wishes, they brag that they know what
is best for the city,” she continued.

The committee claims to already
have 1,800 signatures.

ing to Pratt, 4,050 signatures

something other than low income and
senior citizen zoning on their minds.

“The HUD program is off. It's a
dead issue,” she said.

“I think the recall is the poor man’s
way to fight senior citizen housing,”
she said referring to the Council of
Homeowners zttempts to nix the sen-
for zoning attempt thrugh court action.
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Few residents join war on inflation

President Jimmy Carter shouldn't
hold his breath waiting for volunteers
to join the country’s latest war on
inflation.

That's the advice from a sampling
Farmington area businessmen and
trade unionists, interviewed last week
about the Presidert’s call for volun-
tery compliance with his wage and
price guidelines. L]

Smith lashed out out Alkateeb for Carter wants next year’s negotiated
Joining the sayinghe  gage settl 1o hold the line at
isbeing “used” by other personsinthe  seven per cent, including fringe ben-
community. efits. He wants business to keep price

Last week Alkateeb attended a
meeting of the Council of Home-
owners, where he informed them he
was joining the movement, Smith and
Jones came to the Homeowners’ meet-
ing after attending a council meeting.
Alkateeb was absent from the city
council meeting.

Alkateeb claims that Smith and
Dolan have caused a “confidence
crisis” in the city and that Jones “just
goes zlong.”

Priest opposes effort

increases to an average of 575 per
cent. The goal is to reduce the current
9.5 per cent inflation rate to at ‘most
6.5 per cent by the end of 1979,

*“It sounds nice, the theory is beauti-
ful, but it isn’t going to work,™ said
one merchant.” “I don't see any way
this thing is going to go other than a
freeze,” he said. -

“He's hoping, right,” a postal
worker said about Carter's volunteer
appeal. “Fat chance.”

The most enthusistic response from
local residents to the anti-inflation
plan.was, “it’s wortha try.”

Short of wage and price controls, the
voluntary guidelines were the best
Carter could do, said Aldo Vagnozzi.

Vagnozzi, editor of Michigan AFL-
CT0 News, said labor is “very leery of
any kinds of controls,” because the
major items that have a hig impact on
inflation are not covered, including, **
mortgage interest rates, dividends and
profits.”

“Without them in, any kind of con-
trol ends up as wage controls,” Vag-
nozzi said.

Farmington Chamber of Commerce
President Roger Walker called the
Carter effort a “weak " The
problem, Walker said, is “trying to
please everyone.”

The chamber doesi't want “legisla-
ted wage and price controls,” “he
added.

Wa]i(er said the price guidelines are

Removal attempt splits parish

A recent message in the St. Alexan-

der Roman Catholic Church bulletin -

authored by the Rev. James Wright,
the parish priest, has split the congre-
gation in Farmington Hills’ south end.

In the statement, Wright attacked
the council recall movement which is
attempting to oust three coun-
cilmembers—Mayor ,Jan Dolan, and
councilmembers Cathy Jones and
Joanné Smith.

Some of the recall backers are from
the south end (sections 25, 26, 35, and
36) which is served by the St. Alexan-
der parish.

“The recall effort is 2 waste of time

and much needed energy,” he said in _

his message which appeared in the
Oct. 2 bulletin.

*'As a fellow resident of Farmington
Hills, 1 ask you not to be involved in
the recall effort.’

Wright blested 2 drcular being
handed ot by recall backers which
lists reasons for recall. It is entitled,
“What is the recall all about. HUD is
rot dead.” '

Lisled are a number of events
revolving the .U.S, Department of

Housing and Urban Development
Community Development Block Grant
Program which was designed to reha-
tilitate homes, provide funds for new
drainage construction and to provide
for new low income housing.

Alsolisted is the controversial senior
citizen zoning wheih would provide for
six story multiple dwellings for the
elderly.

Recall backers claim that the three
councilmembers have sipported the
mid-rise zoning and low income hous-
ing to the exclusion of residents'
wishes,

“*Councilmembers Dolan, Smith and
Jones have ignored the voice of the
people of Farmington Hills on mid-rise
zoming and- HUD's low income hous-
ing. Recall is the only way to restore
responsiveness, responsible govem-
ment and make the voice of the people
court at city hall,” says the flier.

Wright takes exception to the flier
and the recall movement. .

“Sheme on us for being duped and
wasting the momentum we were gain-
ing in getting the long overdue atten-
tion this community has so long '

needed and deserved,” said Wright.

“I have known and worked with
people in this community since 1962
and this is the first time I've ever had
the slightest reason to be ashamed.

*“The purpose of that document, the
inflammatory wording and references
it contained and even the lack of signe-
ture are a cause for real shame,” he
continued.

Wright claimed thet south end resi-

were being ‘‘used” for rezsons
contradictory to the common good of
the neighborhood.

“The hurt feelings, uncontrolled
emotions and divided loyalties created
in a recall effort are too high a price
for us to pay,” he said.

He cited Councilman Joe Alkateeb,

who is backing the recall movement, -

as one of those who volunteered to aid
in solving south end problems if the
HUD financed program was dropped
by the council.

“Offers were made by council
people and citizens to use one, two,
three and even four mills in improving
housing and living conditions in'this

“zrea. Has anyone done anything to get .
‘ 1

this activity started?" he asked.

During a September Hills council
meeting, which nearly 500 residents
attended, many persons did say they
would be waiting to vote more millage
if the low income housing program
was dropped.

“There 2re many folks would like to
forget all this vengelul business and
get busy about the work of building a
better community and demending the
whole-hearted cooperation of ity gav-
emment,” he said.

*T go to church to learn zbout God,
ot to see how Father Wright feels
about politics, ** said one parishoner
who wished to remain unidentified.

“He can vote the way he wants to
and I'l] vote the way I wish.”

- Another resident had an even
stronger reaction to Wright's
rewsletter.

“I just won't go to church there any
longer. A recall is legal and it is our
right to pursue it. What right does he
have 2o use his position to talk us out
of it? I shouldn't have to be made to
feel glgilty for how I feel.”

] ; .

Ty,

realistic depending on the marketi
chain. “It's the same old circle,” :f
said. “It has to start at the kasic sup-
plier. The retailer shouldn't have to
absorb the cost increases from the
supplier, Walker added.

Carter’s program should be fair if
“special interest groups™ coo rate,
Walker said. He included “mﬁoﬁi, big

il and teachers” as special
interest groups.

BOB BROWN, an officer with the
American Postal Workers Union
ington local, has had first-hand
experience with a Carter guideline.
“We really took it through the
nose,” he said of his union’s new con-
tract. Carter established a 5.5 per cent
wage increase limit for all federal
employees earlier this year and stuck
to it, according to Brown. ‘The result,
after arbitration, was a slightly over
six_per cent anmal wage hike. The
union had wanted nine per cert.
Brown predicted a large union. like
the UAW “won't yield” if pressured to
stay within the wage guideline. “We

had no choice,”” he said, since federal *

emnployees can't steike,

‘The UAW last week adopted a “wait
and see” attitude toward the Carter
program, It doesn't start new contract
bargaining with the ato industry until
next summer.

Ken Murray, of Farmington, a

i ipervisor and electrical
workers union member, said Carter's
“going to have to invoke wage and
price guideleines and have everyone
adhere to it

“The time of vohmtary complianace
is over with," he said. If a wage and
price freeze were invoked ‘equally on
both sies, trade unions would comply,
Murray said.

A-lot of union members won’t go
along with wage guidelines, accol

rding
to Murray, “if they feel big business is -

getting out of it.” .

SEVERAL FARMINGTON mer-
chants, too, had their doubts about the
anti-inflation guidelines.

“No one does things like that volun-
tarily unless there's a crisis situa-
tion,” said Phyllis Mahlin, ovwner of
the Art Alcove gallery. L,

“It (inflation) can't go gung ho for-
ever,” said Al Jean, owner of Jean's
Hardware, “At least his (Carter’s) try
is worthwhile.”

Jean hinted he'd like to see sup-
plier’s price increases slow down a
Little. Lightbulbs are a case in paint.
Jean said General Electric bulbs are
nearly 70 cents each now. “They used
to be a quarter not long ago,” he
recalled. He said GE has raised prices
on bulbs 20 per cent in the last year.

But, referring to a wage and price
freeze, Jean said, it “takes a lot of
bookkeeping and work and then they
find out it doesn’t work anyway."

Fred Stocker, owner of Stocker's
Market, said the best way to control
inflation would be “imposed price ceil-
ings and wage ceilings.”” Stocker
expressed little confidence in the vol-
untary guidelines.

“Some people are greedy.
companies are greedy,” he said.

Stocker $aid his gourmet food store
is taking in a higher volume of dollars,
but isn't making more, thanks to
inflation.

Selfemployed painter Dick Ewing

something has to be done”
about inflation. He suggested reduc-
tion of federal ing.

‘The government should also, “‘shut
the printing press off, “ Ewing said.
“The one that prints the dollar bills.”

A MIXED BAG

That's what's offered on the
Farmington Observer editorial
opinion page this week. From
some scary thoughts on Hallow-
een to some funny and thought-

ful ones on mrivate clubs, the
Observer columnists have
dished out a mixed bag of treats,
For a look into some poignant
thoughts and off the wall com-
ments, tumn to page 10B.




