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‘Good time’ scrutinized

Parole reform bid ;spafks debate

By TIM RICHARD
““We don't know why these people became crimi-
nals, but we want them locked up,” said Michael
Modelski, an 2ssistant to Oakland County Prose-
cutor L. Brooks Patterson. Modelski urged support
of Proposal B to tighten Michigan's system of
paroling convids.

“It would be an outrageous burden on the tax-
payer,” answered Howard Simon, state executive
director of the American Civil Liberties Union,
which opposes Proposal B.

Proposal B is aimed at what Patterson calls the
“good time™ laws. These allow a person who is

+ sentenced to (say) 1020 years in prison to earn
parole days if he breaks no prison rules and to get
out in as early as 6.4 years.

. Good time would be repealed for a long list of

« violent erimes and crimes which result in injury to
persons or dzmage to property. The state Parole
Board would be prohibited from granting parole to
aconvict until he has served at least his minimum

It's lhe-only one of the 11 proposals on the Nov. 7
ballot which affects a law. The other 10 affect the
state constitution.

“A TRUTH in sentencing law" is how assistant
prosecutor Modelski described it to an audience at
Schooleraft College in Livonia last week.

By approving it, he said, the public could be
assured that when a judge said *“10-20 years," the
convict wouldn't be out in less than 6%.

“Rehabilitation of ecriminals is not working.
There is no way to rehabilitate anyone. What

‘we're talking about is locking them up for a longer
period of time.

“Crime is related to youth,” said Modelski. If a
criminal at age 20 is locked up until he is 30 or 40,
there will be *‘much less chance of his commiting
2crime when he gets out. ‘

“We don't want the parole board to have this dis-
cretion,” he said, of letting out prisoners after
serving less than the minimum sentence.

THE ACLU'S Simon called Proposal B “a knee-
jerk reaction to crime.” .

Quoting state Corrections Department figures.
Simon said the lengthening of sentences that Pro-
posal B would cost $235 million for the seven addi-
tional prisons that would be required and $23 mil-
lion a year more to operate,

“If you vote for this, don't vote for Tisch or
Headlee,” he said, referring to Proposals J (tax
at) and E (tax limitation.)

Simon called the legal work on the proposal
“arbitrary and haphazard™ because it didn't list
extortion by public officials and included many
mon-violent and political crimes.

Among the listed crimes that shouldn't have

. been there. he said, are treason. presence at an
“ wlawful 2ssembly, gross indecency befween con-
+ senting adulls in privacy, escape from a county
+ work farm and possession of burglars tools.

Rather than spending mitlions more on building
and operating prisons, Simon said, the state should
put its money into ““more judges and repeat offen-
ders bureaus in prosecutors’ offices.”

WON'T PROPOSAL B result in judges giving
shorter prison sentences?
: “That’s the problem. We don't know what will
‘happen.” seid Modelski. Sentences might be

longer “if a judge feels people will be looking over
his shoulder.” .

On the other hand, a judge who used to give out
2 I0-year minimumn sentence on the assumption
the conviet would be paroled early, might start
giving out 6%-year sentences. Thus, he seid, the
isons wouldn't be as crowded as Simon and the
corrections department suggest.

**All we can honestly say is that we'll have truth
in sentencing,” Modelski said.

“The fact that he (convict) behaves well in
prison does not mean he should have his sentence

“ reduced for his violent crime.”

SIMON SAID Proposal B won’ eliminate
parole—just let prisoners out later. “They will get
out eventually™ except for lifers.

“This in no way ties the hands of judges,” he
added. “It is not mandatory minimum

sentencing.

Modelski cited 11 Oakland County murder cases
where the person arrested was on parole after
serving less than the minimum sentence for an
earlier crime.

He repeated Patterson's theme that “we are
being robbed, reped and murdered by the same

‘Rehabilitation of
criminals is not working.
There is no way to re-
babilitate anyone. What
we're talking about is
locking them up for a
Tonger period of time.”

— Asst, Prosecutor

Michael Modelski

County to buy club

Oakland County will get a new park.

The Glen Ogls Golf Course, long
coveted by the Oakland County Parks
and Recreation Department, is
expected to officially become county
mroperty Nov. 14. It will open 2s a
county park in spring.

A $1.2 million state grant cleared the
path for the purchase of the Farm-
ington Hills golf course, which is
owned by the Moslem Temple. The
course is west of -the Middlebelt-Thir-
teen Mile intersection.

The course’s total purchase price is
$24 million. The remaining $1.2 mil-

lion, szid Parks and Recreation Man- -

ager Eric Reickel, will be raised
through either a loan from Oakland
County’s general fund or a bond issue
through the county building authority.

1t will be up to the county board of
commissioners to approve the final
funding method.
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Steam Cleaning
SPECIAL
$25 Living or
family room
Cheerful free estimates
Have your carpets steam cleaned, using
powerful new, truck-mounted equi

ment, Gels carpets safely cleanerand
drier than all other methods. Guarantee.

Action Carper Cleaning
'WEST. NORATH
559-0050
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present to win.

present to win.

MICHIGAN
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Evo Ewalt of Imlay City.
Fomer Grand Drawing Winner

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 15T
7:00 P.M. OAKLAND MALL
West 14 Mile, Troy
* FREE ADMISSION -

Special Audience Drawing

Buy a "Wild Deuces” instant ticket at the drawing site and
you qualify for the Audience Drawing. You must be
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MICHIGAN LOTTERY

GRAND DRAVWING

"Pieces of Eight”
INSTANT GAME
“ Over $500,000 in Prlz

* st Prize Pirate’s Chest Full of Instant
Tickets (Over 2000 of them)
2nd Prize $500 Cash
3rd Prize $100 Cash

STORE DRAWINGS

Each participating Ockland Mall store will give away a one year
“Michigame" lottery subscription. To enter, put your name, address
and phone aumber on the back of any losing Michigan lottery ticket,
and deposit the ticket(s) ot the store(s) of your choice before 8:30
P.M., November 1st. Store subscription winners do not have to be

The’79
AMC Spirit DL.

The Spirit DL liftback.
Also available in Sedan.

Luxurious extras
at no extra charge.

The Spirit DL’s

extra-long list of
standard features

starts here:

* Custom bucket seats in Caberfae

Corduroy or Sport Vinyl
¢ White sidewall tires

® 2-litre 4-cylinder engine with 4-speed
floor shift manual transmission
or 232 CID 6-cylinder engine with
3-speed floor shift manual

transmission

® Plush carpeting, front, rear and cargo

area

* Fold down split rear seat back

* Front sway bar

® Electronic quartz digital clock

¢ Front'disc brakes
* Courtesy lights
® Extra Quiet insulation

* Front and rear bumper guards
¢ Luxury woodgrain steering wheel

¢ Inside hood release

The new American Motors Spirit DL
also sports a smooth, quiet ride. Get out
of the ordinary and into the Spirit—a
truly luxurious small car.

* The exclusive AMC Buyer Protection
Plan?

® And much more

GREENFIELD AMC/JEEP, INC.
13600 GREENFIELD
DETROIT

837-8200

TAYLOR AMC/JEEP, INC.
12100 TELEGRAPH ROAD
TAYLOR

946-8201

ED BAILEY AMC/JEEP, INC.
818 N. MAIN STREET
ROYAL OAK

399-2400

ROSE AMC/JEEP

8145 COMMERCE ROAD
UNION LAKE

363-4155

VILLAGE AMC/JEEP, INC.
666 S. WOODWARD AVENUE
BIRMINGHAM

646-3900

GREAT LAKES MOTORS AMC, INC.
11032 WEST JEFFERSON
RIVER ROUGE

841-6688

FIESTA MOTORS AMC/JEEP, INC.
1205 ANN ARBOR ROAD
PLYMOUTH

453-3600

RINKE AMC/JEEP, INC.
38141 GRATIOT

MT. CLEMENS
468-0888

HAHN MOTORS

6673 DIXIE HIGHWAY
CLARKSTON

8: .

-2

AMC 71 Spirit
SartaSpnitmovegps!

*4199*

“List price for Spirit DL. Destination charges.
dealer prep. state and local taxes. options extra.

ANDERSON AMC/JEEP, INC.
1825 S. TELEGRAPH
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
333-3100

GROSSE POINTE AMC/JEEP, INC.
18201 MACK AVENUE
DETROIT

885-8000

COON BROTHERS AMC/JEEP, INC.
23951 PLYMOUTH ROAD
DETROIT

255-2700

EASTLAND AMC/JEEP, INC.
32839 VAN DYKE AVENUE
WARREN

979-8700




