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Violinists who play
Suzuki style come
to show how its done

By LORAINE McCLISH

Youngsters in the Mercy Center’s
ArtStart preschool took time out to lis-
ten to a half dozen variations of
“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”” on the
violin, plucked on the instrument’s
strings and fingered on the bow, dur-
ing their introduction to Laura Sias
last week,

Ms. Sias, a teacher of stringed
instruments in the Royal Oak School
System, and some of her students will
be in concert in a specially devised
program to introduce the Suzuki con-
cept of music instruction to parents
and children in the Farmington area.
The concert is set far 7:30 p.am.
Thursday, Nov. 16, in University Hills
Center, 26711 Farmington Road.

Ms. Sias's students range in age
from three to 18, and they play on
instruments as small as 11 inches long
in order to accamodate their varying
arm lengths.

A member of the Suzuki Associ-
ation of the Americas, Ms. Sias stud-
ied under the association’s founder,
Shinichi Suzuki, in Japan. Suzuki,
whose father was a violin manufac-
turer, began teaching tots after World
War II.

"THE METHOD he developed
to respect for the teacher,

respect for the andience and discipline
that serves well in all other areas of
life,” Ms. Sias said. “It is not a stress-
fal type of leaming. All kids like
rhythms, and we're really not so much

By LORAINE McCLISH

2nd Company began as a public rela-
tions group of singers and dancers who
traveled throughout Oakland County
performing parts of Broadway show-
stoppers to lure customers to the next
show staged by Pontiac Theatre IV.

Now they take center stage as one-
Half of “Two Shows for the Price of
One," to be performed in Pontiac Cen-
tral High School Nov. 10-11 and 17.18.

Portiac Theatre 1V takes the second - i

half of the bill with the production of
“Black Comedy.” .

Farmington Hills resident Sandy
Catherman described herself as some-
thing of a back-up man for 2nd Com-
pany. She’s not a Tegular. member of
the eight-part company, but ads as
assistant musical direclor, knows all
the parts and bits, and substitutes in
an emergency.

As a member of Pontiac Theatre IV,
she has been involved in its produc-
tions either on or off stage for four
years, only interrupting her stint to
have a son 13 months ago. She was
enthusiastic about forming 2nd Com-
pany in an effort to better spred the
word about live theatre in the
commenity.

20d COMPANY does promotional
bits from the parent theater's
upcoming production.

“We tried straight dramatic produc-
tions for a while,” Mrs. Catherman
said, “but gave up. They didn go so
wejre back to musicals. We go out in
costume with props and our own
choreography. Sometimes we just
change hats for different numbers.”

‘The upshot of this was that 2nd Com-
pany had been slowly building its own
repertoire. It's now ready to stage a
full fledged musical variety show witl
tunes from “Pippin,” “Shenandoah,"”
“Chicago,” and ‘“‘Chorus Line" with
added comedy bits.

Mrs. Catherman described “‘Black
Comedy” as “‘one of the funniest plays
ever written and something new for.
Portiac Theatre IV to tackle because
its played entirely in the dark.”

who seek to impress her father by bor-
rowing fine antique fumiture from a
neighbor, an interior decorator.

The comedy proceeds with the
extrance of a prim old maid who acci-
dentally drinks gin instead of lemon-
ade and an overly passionate ex.
drliriend.

" Meanwhile, the couple lose the elec-
tric power in the house.

PONTTAC CENTRAL High School is
ocated at 300 West Huron, with well-
Iit and ample parking facilities.

Curtain is & 8 pm on all four
rights. Group rates are avallable.

Ticket information, reservations or

W group rates are available by calling
Smem

interested at an early stage if ils
pretty, but whether they enjoy it.”

Ms. Sias will offer classes for young
Suzuki players after AriStart sessions,
beginning after the introductory
con

cert.

Whether it is violin, cello or piano,
the Suzuki method of teaching relies
strongly on the cooperative relation-
ship of teacher, parent and student.
The concept as a whole is a com-
‘bination of philosophy, technique and a
program of education.

The parent's role, in part, is helping
to create not only a musical environ-
ment for the child, but also a total
environment of affection, support,
encouragement and understanding.

Ms. Sias stresses that parents need
not be trained musicians in order to be
a good home teacher. The parent is
expected to attend classes with the
child who receives intermittent, pri-
vate or group sessions.

“WE'RE PROCESS oriented instead
of product oriented,” Ms. Sias said,
*so we nuture with love to make the
world a better place through music.
We help the little ones use their arms

and bodies to make rhythms while
they are developing their mind and
muscle coordination.

“We put a sparkle in their eye and
we correct sloppy bodies and sloppy
minds," she

Nancy Bates, director vif operations
at ArtStart, believes that “Creative

Sandy Catherman, who wears many hats for Pon-
tiac Theatre IV and its offshoot troupe called 2nd -
Company, fs now promoting “Two Shows for the
Price of Ope,” which will run for two weekends

kids are not discipline problems if they :
are given room to use that creativity.

“The Suzuki method has no exercise
books,” she continued, “no chords and
scales to memorize. You are learning
to appreciate nusic while you are
making music.”

Megan Newser tries her, hand af

g t making sounds by
plucking the viol strings when Laura Sias visited
children at ArtStart telling them of other tots, as
young as three years of age, who are playing the vio-

Harry Mauthe)
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lin. Ms. Sias will bringa concert to the area, made up
of children from age 318 who have learned their
instrument with the Sazuki method. (Staff photo by

Night out for handicapped
combines learning and fun

By LORAINE McCLISH

Tuesday night is reserved for men-
tally. physically and emationally hand-
icapped children at the Salvation
Army's community center in Royal
Oak.

Betty Holbert, a resident of Farm-
ington Hills, is ane of the adult volun-
teers who spend every Tuesday in the
center, with about ten others who
come from the entire metropolitan
-area because of its unique format,

“The format is really no format,”
said B: Hornbeck, the. church’s
community service director, *the
whole busi] is entirely

receive the biggest thing we can offer
to them. So far as [ know there is noth-
ing in the immediate area in any way
similar.”

Mrs. Holbert was introduced tg the
Royal Oak Center by Southfield resi-
ent Helene Gottfried. Both have men-
tally impaired children. Both work in
rumerous’ capacities for children who
have any kind of handicap. Both are
adament in their work that residency

should not be a’requirement for any

kind of help that is available to the
child who needs it.

Mrs. Gottfied is founder of a parents
group called Southfield Special Educa-
tion iati Mrs. Holbert is

which makes the interaction, the
socialization the handicapped can

2nd Company lures ‘the customers in

beginning Nov. 10.
by Harry

active in Coffee House at Farmington
Training Center.,

Hats from the prop department

are from a former show, “Hello Dolly.” (Staff photo
Manthe)

ALL THREE FLOORS of the Royal
Oak center. attached to the Salvation
Army on Main, south of 13 Mile, are
available to the handicapped on
Tuesdays from 6:30-10 p.m. with one
section reserved for a wheelchair bas-
ketball team,

"“We say 10 p.m. but we're lucky to
get them out by then” said Mrs. Hol-
bert. “They'll be in the middle of a
game, or ask to stay for one more

e,

Visitors are free to try their hand at
arts and crafts, play ping pong. pool,
walch TV, dr. join in whatever is going
on in the game room. Cars of five or
six might come with a member of the
staff from a local home for the handi-
capped. Some who can’t walk might
come to the center only to use the

weights in the exercise room.

-Horrbeck takes the. word “drop-in
very literally. L

“They can come and go as they
choose and pafticipafe in what there is
& they chogse. There is no member-
ship, no admission. There is generally
enough adults who stay for the eve-
fing, along with the paid staff, to mon-
itor the activities,” he said.

HORNBECK became acquainted .

with the mentally impaired when he
was a student at Central Michigan
University, with a major in municipal
parks and recreation and a minor in

All day workshop teaches how

psychology.
He advocates the Tuesday night out
Jfor the handicapped because he has
found “most of these people are so
catered to in their own homes they
have to have some place to learn self-
discipline. etiquette, respect for
others’ rights and others’ values. Qur
wnstructured format just helps them
gt along with others and- covers that
whole blanket.” he said. “The social
aspect is a whole education for them
initself.”

When Hornbeck was asked what the
age range of the drop-ins were, he said
“There is no age range. We have one
a age 12 who drops in pretty regularly
bt there is no reason why those
younger couldn’t take advantage of
what we have.”

About 40-50 handicapped come to the
center every Tuesday evening, but the
fadlities were able to accomodate up
to 400 that turned out for one Christ-
mas party.

- Refréshments are -served at each
session,” always contrituted by the
adult wlunteers.

Mrs. Holbert would like to get more
volunteers into the center. preferably
teens. and she needs teen volunteers,
alse at the Coffee House. given the
first and third Fridays of each month
in Farmington Training Center.

She can be reached by calling 478-
™.

to deal with stress

A workshop in practical ways to deal
with stress in daily living will be given
in Conference Center, Satur-
day, Nov. 11. The 2ll-day session runs
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., led by the
directors of Total Yoga; Betsy Ber-
tolino, Kathleeg Yvon Lund, Sandy
Krafsur and Sallee Rosen.

The directors emphasize that pre-
vious yoga experience is not necessary
for participation in the workshop.

v

Jim Pelty, whose expertise is in

meditation, will show how meditation
techniques can help release stress.

Dr. Alan Adams, president of the
CGouncil on Nutrition, American Chiro-
mactic Association, will speak on the
relationship between diet and nerves.

Deep relaxation, concentration, 2nd
simple yoga postures will dbmon-
streted by the directors.

A buffet luncheon will be included in
the cost of the workshop. Reservations
will be taken by calling Ms. Rosen,
563-2841.
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claire p€arone

takes great pleasure
in introducing

Vicky Tiel
direct from Paris
who will personally present

her collection of
cocktail and evening clothes

Monday and Tuesday

November 6 and 7

Informal modeling
11:00 to 4:00

643-0770

. L.




