-Drinking age proposal uncorks spirited debate

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI
- Todrink or not to drink? That is the

‘ssue,
Proposal D, a constitutional amend-
ment to raise the legal drinking age to
21, has become the rallying cry for 19-
‘ad Dyear olds across the gtate,
.Tomorrow is their day of reckoning.
: They tumed out in full force last
;weck at Schoolcraft College where
-proponents and opponents were debat-
.ing the merits of the changes. Even a
“few parents came down to listen to the
debate,

Speaking in favor of raising the
.drinking age was Richard Douglass,
.assistant research scientist for the

University of Michigan’s Highway
Safety Research Institute. Arguing
against adoption of the constitutionat
amendment was Eddy Shepherd of the
Michigan Licensed Beverage
Asweiation. .

DOUGLASS . OPENED the debate
with a flurry of statistics, which, he
said, showed that traffic deaths among
18, 19-.and 20-year-olds increased dra-
matically after the drinking age was
lowered in 1971.

From 1971 to 1975, he said, alchohol-
related accidents in the 1840-20 age
goup increased more than 16 per
cent. More importantly, he said, were
Statistics that showed fatalities in

... Trooper defénds'

bid for union rights

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Should Michigan State Police troop-
be allowed to bargain collecti ?

He said the troopers are currently
represented before the pay-setting
Michigan Civil Service Commission by
the iy

E That will be one of 1t proposed con-
+stitutional amendmets to be voted on
tomorrow. .

Last week, at a debate sponsored by
Schoolcraft College, each side pre-
sented their stories.

Mark Edens, speaking for the Mich-
igan State Police Troopers Associ-
aion, told of how the troopers had con-
sistently fallen behind—not only
inflation but the state’s other police
units,

“Our pay dropped from amorng the
top 10 to 7rd among police units
around the state,” Edens said. “Every
body gives us pats on the back and

calls us the best palice unit in the
* sate.

“It’s not fair for me to do the work I
& and get nothing bt pats on the
tack. You can't buy a house with
pats,"” he said.

NEAL VANDERVEEN, a Michigan
Sate Police employee relations offi-
cer, said the state was not afraid of
collective bargain, but opposed the
proposed constitutional amendment
becaise of the way it was worded.

“It's not as though the troopers
would be going from the dark ages of
the sweatshop to the enlightened age
of collective bargaining,” he said.

First 500 mile
race (almost)

On Sept. 9, 1901, the Automobile Qub |

‘s a 500 mile race from New York City
o Buffalo, the winner, D. W. Bishop,
/n 2 French Pachard auto, actually
covered 4642 miles. An endurance
‘rather than speed race, it took Bishop

troopers

Getting into the body of the rela-
tively short amendment, Vanderveen
wondered just who the legal employer
would be, who would conduct the
initial elections to determine what
wion would represert the troopers in
bargaining and who would hear argu;
ments regarding unfair labor

practices.

‘The ballot proposal, he said, did not
answer any of His questions,

Edens said, however, that if the
amendment was approved, the troop-
¢érs would go to court to gain answers
to these questions. *“We believe those

malters should be decided in the

courts,” he said.

VANDERVEEN ALSO balked at the
provision that would mandate binding
arbitration.

According to other published
reports, binding arbitration has
resulted in sometimes unreasonably
tigh cash awards to police and fire-
Gghters.

In Wayne County, an arhitration
award to the sheriff’s deputies nearly
caused the layoff of more the 900
courty employes. Layoff notices were
mt sent because the courts ruled that
the county did not have to pay the
sheriffs the increased wages and back
pay “wntil all legal appeals were
resolved.

He said the state would be more
amenable to advisory arbitration than
compulsory artitration. Advisory arbi-
trastion, he sad was a case of “thou
should" whereas binding arbitration is
case of “thou shall.”

IN A TIME when government-
employed workers such as police, fire-
men and teachers have increasingly
resorted to the blue flue and strikes to
gin pay and benefit improvements,
Edens was quick to say the amend-
ment would not give the troopers the
right to strike.

Other public employes do not have
the right to strike, but do. “You'll just
have ‘to trust the troopers,” Edens
said. “We've been kicked around and
mistreated for 60 years and we havent
gne on strike. I don't think they'll call
in sick now that they’re finally being
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alchohol-related- accidents in that
same age growp increased neardy 27

cent.

“We made a terrible mistake,”

Douglass said. ‘“We made the most
costly mistake in the History of
Michigan.”
SHEPHERD TURNED to his own set
of statistics that showed that the rate
of involvement for 18- and 19-year-olds
inall accidents and fatal accidents had
ot increased dramatically.

“‘The rate per thousand of
involvement “in all accidents has
decreased from a High of 23 per thou-
smd accidents in 1966 to a low of 17
per thousand in 1975," he said.

“The rate of involvement in fatal
accidents,’” he continued, ‘‘has
decreased from 1.4 drivers per thou-
sand accidents to .8 of a driver per
thousand in 197." That rate increased
to one per thousand in 1977,

He also pointed out that in 1974 a .
rew system of reporting accidents was
introduced. The form, he said, aliowed
officers only. to say if the persons -
involved had been drinking before the
aceident. It, he said, did not atlow for
tow rmuch a person had been drinking.

That, he said, provided for a lot of
“junk statistics® which. could be
“twisted.”

IT WAS THEN that the debate took
onanew air.

Douglass. standing dapper in a

iece grey suit, chided the teens

in the audience. “It’s about time you

think for' yourself,” he said. "I dont

care what (Secretary of State Rich-
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ard) Austin says. I don’t care wha.

(Governor Wilkam) Milliken says or

what (gubernatorial candidate) Wil-

lam) Fitzgerald thinks,” he said.

“You have to think for yourselr.”
Earlier in the debate, Shepherd

referred 10 a mmber of officials and

candidates who are’ opposing the

ent.
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IT WAS ALSO when Douglass began
using seare tactics.

Labeling Shepherd's statisitics lies
ad simplistic; he said, *“There’s noth-
ing simple about drunks in school.
‘There’s nothing simple about kids who
drop out because they can't keep up
with the work. There’s nothing simple
about nursing homes filled with quad-

rapelic teenagers

“I've seen 'emough accidents on
Scene. ['ve been to enough emergency
rooms and seen enough parents who
have experienced the loss of a child.

“I've had my fill of it,” he said.

Douglass told the predominantly
young audience they could vote to
reduce a leading cause of death.

s

-7
/

- make youis@fcozystemog\g

Music as
Beautiful

D1978MebI 01 Corporation

Two horribly annoying reasons to introduce Mobil Super Unleaded Gasoline.
A car should be seen and not heard.
1~ That's why we're introducing riew Mobi! Super
Unleaded Gasoline with a higher-octane level.

Not only does it help

knock the knocks and pings

out of your engine, it could also give your car more
power than most other gasolines. (In fact, millions of

cars on the road today are bein

" gine performance.)

And what's more, if yoﬁr car is properly tuned,
and still shakes, sputters and backfires after

g cheated of peal_( en-

Mobil’

youturnthe key off, using Mobil Super Unleaded may
help efiminate all that. And that's whether your car is

-new or old. -

And even if you've been using leaded premium
gasoline you'll be glad to know that Mobil Super Un-
leaded’s high octane level is high enough to meet
anti-knock requirements of most cars today.

. Mobil'Super Unleaded. Because when you're

, driving, one of the. nicest sounds in the world-is
Supectinleaced ~the Sound of absolutely nothing.

Notavailable yetat every Mobil Sation.




