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" Retarded neighbors raise little ire on Livonia street

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

C'T the mentally retarded and “nor-
mel persons share a neighborhood?
‘That question sparked controversies

Parks hosted
record crowd
thiafs year

Attendance at Oakland County parks
reached an alltime record high in the
first nine months of 1978, according to
Exic Réicke, manager of the Oakland
County Parks and Recreation
Comrmigsion.

A of 735,058 persons enjoyed the
park ficilities between Jan. 1 and
Sept. 39, representing a 24 per cent
Increase over the same period last
year.

Pacing the increase was the Water-
ford Opks wave action pool, with
atendance topping 111,400—a 45 per

ise over 1977,

Figurbs for four facilities—Addison
Oaks, Groveland Oaks, Independence
d the Waterford Oaks wave
lowed a combined attendance
38 per cent, -
ed Oaks golf course, which
in ‘Madison Heights in June,

accounted for much of the increase in
atendahce at the commission's three
&I cojrses, More than 11,700 people
used the new nine-hole course in just
- three months.

Oakland County Parks and Recrea-
tion Cdmmission owns and operates
seven phrks, spanning 2,500 acres.

©

this year in Southfield and &. Clair
Shores, but things seem to be working
in one Livonia neighborhood.

There's a normal looking home in
the 9000 block of Melrose in the Rose-
dale Gardens section of Livonia. But
by norma! standards, its abnormal. In
addition to the five-person family. four
elderly retarded men and one 13-year-
old boy, who is recovering from a ner-
wous breakdown, call the residence
home.

There was resentment, recalls Lor-
reine Bartel, who operates the foster
group home along with her husband,
Lawrence. Her neighbors, several
years ago, filed suit in Livonia district
court to stop the Bartels from oper-
ating the home or force them to move.

“Livonia wanted us to relocate to a
commercial area. They said we were

operaling a business,” Mrs." Bartel
said. “I grew up in a normal residen-
tial 2rea. They should have 2 chance
to live in a residential area just like
you and me.™

A vew stete law allowing group
homes to be placed in residential
neighborhoods, however. was passed
end signed during the trial.

Mrs. Bartel and her neighbors seid
the initial lawsuit was filed to prevent
elderly imen from being placed in the
reighborhood. Prior to the Bartels®
purchasing the home, it had been oper-
ated as a foster home for elderly
retarded women.

*Before we moved in." Mrs. Bartel
said. “1 thought the people here had
accepted the foster care concept.
Women were living here before.

**One neighbor even suggested that 1

take in women instead of men. Well.
I'm not a flowery. frilly kind of
person

AS NEIGHBORS explain it. they
were afraid of what the retarded men
might do to their children. As the fears
subsided, the neighbors began to
accept the foster home.

“We've pretty much zdjusted to the
home,” said one neighbor. “Nothing
bizarre has happened in the
neighborhood.

“We used to tell our children not to
play with their children or go over to
thelr house. but you can't keep an eye
on them every minute of the day.” she
said,

Not everyone. however. has
accepted the Bartels and their five
tenants.

“If you took a vote in the neighbor-
tood.™ one neighbor predicted. “most
people would probably say they don't
want them here.™

She said most neighbors were con-
cerned about the effect the foster
home may have on their property
values. “Most of us have 2l our equity
tied up in our homes," said one neigh-
bor who has lived on Melrose Street
for 13 years. “We don’t want to lose
el

Others resent the fact that the Bar-
tels receive money from the state for
taking care of the mentally retarded in
en area zoned for residential use.

“My husband is a hard-working
man.” said one neighbor. “He's a-
service department manager. but he
couldn't repair ears here in his garage
inhis spare time.”
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Mrs. Bartel receives more than $340
a month for each of. the mentally
retarded men for whom she cares.

Financially. it takes everything
we've got.” Mrs. Bartel said. “‘We
feed them well. We pay for all their
recreation.”

SHE DENIES that she’s into the fos-
ter group home operation for finzncial
reward.

She said she is there to help the
mentally retarded. *I'm a teacher. 2
full-time teacher,” Mrs. Bartel said.
She said she tries to teach them basic
skills and sometimes more com-
plicated matters like cooking and
gardening.

“Here they feel good about them-
selves, They have some self-esteem.

T haven't found too many people in
institutions that feel that way.” she
said.
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chair & ottoman
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chair & ottoman {not shown)
reg. $1032
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1978 Tomlinson Showroom Samples
at50% off!

When Englander’s went looking for the best furniture
closeout values from the best furniture makers in the
country, we expected to make some pretty great buys.
But this one even surprised us. We've purchased
every piece of upholstery from Tomlinson's 1978
showroom at incredible savings. Now we pass those

incredible savings on to you.

These are beautiful, brand new, immaculately

tailored pieces from one of the country's most

meticulous makers. The detailing is fauttiess and

the fabrics are luxurious. Sumptuous velvets,
tapestries, prints and jacquards. All 50% off!

Shown are only a few of the 43 pieces, and
they're all subject to prior sale. And they're only atour

Birmingham store. But— they're only part of dozens

of special closeout values from several manufacturers,

allat similar savings.
You can find furniture sales anywhere.
But to find quality furniture on sale, come
10 Englander’s. Now.
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