By ETHEL SIMMONS

With all those scary goings-on
onstage, you wouldn’t think your mind
would wander. Yet I found my
thoughts drifting off, from time to
time, during the opening night of *“The
Passion of Dracula” at the Birming-
ham Theatre.

The show has to be scary but not so
frightening that adults will leave the
theater feeling depressed, or that chil-
dren will have nightmares later. The
terrors depicted in “‘Dracula™ have to
be on a comic plane, not hitting at gut
level.

Putting together a “Gothic enter-
tainment,” as the show is billed,
means laughs supersede reactions of
fear.

You don’t for 2 minute believe any
of that stuff about vampires, the
undead who sleep through the day and
get through the night by draining the
blood from living victims.

IT WAS DIFFICULT for the cast to
hold my attention, despite the gener-
ally high quality of the acting. Comic
lines are not especially witty, and the
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melodrama often is heavy handed.

Jose Greco, the great Spanish
dancer, is an evil-locking Count Dra-
cula, the Transylvanian nobleman who
has come to England to study (he
says) English folklore.

Dragula’ has a heavy accent and a
rough: voice. He has a mop of oily
black:hair with not-to-be-believed side-
burns. Naturally, he's dressed entirely
in black, with a cape.

Our first sight of Dracula is the
shadow of his bat wings outside the
terrace doors adjoining a doctor’s
study. When Dracula enters to greet
the assembled doctors, and their
patient, Wilhelmina, he is in human
form.
During the play, Greco flourishes his
cape a few times but gets to dance
nary a step. It's too bad. The script is
so far-out a scene where Dracula
dances solo or with his prospective
bride-to-be could have been fun. Why
limit the talents of the star?

GRECO IS deservedly frightful as
Count Dracula, Dark-haired Lynn Wat-
son, with a Gibson-gir] hairdo and Vie-
torian draped garmerts, looks the part
of the now-anemic heroine Wilhelmina
whom Dracula has selected as his
bride.

‘This Mina asks her new friend, a
London newspaper reporter Jonathan
Harker, to call her Willie. She is a
spirited young lady, not the remem-
bered ingenue of Bram Stoker's novel
“Dracula.”

She has a liberated quality that
probably was given her by the play-
wrights, Bob Hall and David Rich.
mond, who wrote “The Passion of
Dracula.”

Ms. Watson meets the challenges of
her role, which call for her repeatedly
to range from wan to wanton. A clas-
sic heroine, the actress plumps up the
characterization.

By far the most terrifying individual
in the play is not Dracula but Renfield,
the madman from the nearby sani-
tarium who eals flies and other live,
small creatures. Kevin McClarnon,
with his black-rimmed_eyes, controls
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This Dracula won’t scare you

the stage in his scenes. Renfield calls
Dracula *master.”

PETER MURPHY, trim of mus-
tache, is the English Lord Godalming
who is in love with the Austrian
shrink, Dr. Helga Van Zandt. He has
an especially well-done scene mourn-
ing his temporarily lost lady love (a
victim of the count).

The rest of the good cast includes K.
Lype O'Dell as Dr. Cedric Seward, 1.
M. Hobson as Professor Van Helsing,
Jim Stubbs as journalist Jonathan

*Harker, Victoria Boothby as Dr. Helga

Van Zandt and William Buell as
Jameson.

One of the funniest bits didn't geta
laugh but comes when the professor,
urgency in his voice, tells the butler to
get all the sprouted garlic and sur-
veyor's stakes—the vampire-fighting
equipment—"And hurry."* Everyone's
standing around, while the servant
does the important stuff.

“The Passion of Dracula” continues
at the Birmingham Theatre through
Saturday; Nov. 18,

Contest

Applicants zre being sought

- throughout the nation for entries in the

197879 competition for the David B.
Marshall Award in Musical Theatre.
amounced J. Roland Wilson. general
manager of the Professional Theatre
Program (PTP) at the University of
Michigan.

Named for U-M alumnus David B.

" Marshall and esteblished by a gift

from the Contempo Communications
Foundation for the Ards, Inc.. the

* award offers  stipend of up to §2.000.

one of the iargest monetary awards

" available for gifted young playwrights.

lyricists and composers.
The David B. Marshall Award.

offers musical comedy award

received much national attention and
hes been cited by Variety. Back Stage.
Show Business and several other
national theater publications,

In establishing this award for new
nusical plays in American theater.
Marshall has said: **American musi-
cal theater needs new vision. It needs
to" dare. to take risks. if it is once

Those awarded honorable mentions
were Kelly Hamilton, Albert Reid and
Harry Haldane.

The application deadline for this sea-
son’s award is Jan. 31, 1978. In accord-
ance with seeking high quality work, if
o manuscript is considered worthy of

an award. no zward will be made.

For application forms and more
information for the 197879 award.
write Marshall Award. PTP Office.
Michigan League Building. 227
Ingalls. Ann Arbor 48109, or call 7
5213,

again to take hold of our imag
The musical theater is a powerful
medium with which to create joy. to
celebrate life. Qur hope is that we are
on the threshold of 2 great creztive
adventure. We welcome all who wish
to lead the way.™
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Dracula stalks fun
in students’ show

By CRAIG REYNOLDS

It surfaces anmually in the harvest
season, rising from an urmamed bog of
old lJaments and stale ideas.

1t is Ted Tiller's play of “Dracula”
and it is most recently resurrected by
the Student Exterprise Theatre of Oak-
land University. And it is sort of fun,
even if it is poorly structured and writ-
ten worse. .

What Tiller's characters lack in —
you should excuse the phrase — flesh
and blood, the author attempts to
make up in a string of limp double-
entendres and hackneyed speeches
from the dawn of recorded drama —
around 1930 with “Helen Trent.™

‘Thomas A. Aston has placed “Dra-
cula” on the cozy Barn Theatre Stage
with much attention to character and
none at all to pace, mystery or sus-
pense. The Halloween night opening
performance plodded determinedly
toward midnight with few frights but
plenty of words and evasive nor-action
on the compact two-story-high set.

IN THE TITLE ROLE, David Kelm
appeared properly skeletal in pearl-
gray tux with de rigueur black cape,
but he used his hands far better than
his voice.

Jane Schulte enjoyed a few good
tums — and near collapses and a
shriek or two — in the comic charac-
ter of Sybil Seward.

David Nelson's stiffnesses as Jona-
than Harker was more of his own
doing than that of the character's
proper upbringing, and John Cowan
was sufficiently squirrely but not
nearly lunatic enough as Renfield, the
man who eats flies and talks to the

. empty (?) air.

On opening night, Gary DeVar
appeared as a properly reserved and
distinguished Dr. Arthur Seward,

-though his absence from the control

booth as sound designer may have had
something to do with the all-but-
inaudible effects from that area.

Two standout performances were
given by Gerald Bacik as Heinrich
Van Helsing and Maureen McDevitt as
Mina, _object of Dracula's pointed
affections. Bacik transformed Van
Helsing into a Falstaff who cares, a
man of great appetite for living, learn-
ing, and most of alt — eating. He also

marvelous contro] over what
promises to be an excellent voice.

IN TILLER’S WRITING, Mina must
flipflop between being an adoring
simp and prowling vamp, transforma-
tions which Ms. McDevitt effectively
made with smoothness and clarity.
Indeed, grasping after Jonathan as
either bewildered innocent or hun-
gering wanton, Ms. McDevitt brought
a full measure of womanly reality to a
very bady written part. °

Gerald Bacik also fumished the set
design, artfully manipulating two
levels of scenery into the Barn
Theatre. Painting and construction
were executed in the summer stock
slapdash method.

Thomas Hansen had some fun with
nicely toned lighting and requisite spe-
cial effects, including a few well-
directed bats.

The costurning was comfortable, but
designer Sony Keller-Briski should
know that long ties do not go with
tuxedo jackets.

“"Dracula” continues Friday-Sunday,
Nov. 10-12, and Thursday-Sunday, Nov.
16-19, at the Barn Theatre on the OU
campus near Rochester.

Three honorable mentions were
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APPEARING NOV. 13 - 18
“ DIAHANN ;CARROLL
o] ORME

THROUGH SATURDAY, NOV. 11th
PAT COOPER

NOV. 20-25

OSCAR PETERSON

NOV. 27 -DEC. 2
Music by Johnny Trudell's Orchestia R

. ENTERTAINMENT CHARGE THRU HOV. 18
Mon. thu Thuss.'8.00 Fii. and Sal. 110.00
Pius Lo crinks per person  Plus two drnks per persan
‘THO PERFORMANCES NIGRTLY
Mon. tru Thurs.: $and 16:30 p.n.
Fi. and Sal: 9 and 11:30 p.n.

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
Call Mon, thru Sat.

9am.to5pm.
5931234

Hyatt Regency Deatboin

Zﬁingsley Iun

HOTEL
/
Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and ‘Mr. Fekay. will personally
oversee ail arrangements and details.

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400

564-5144

i
;. Who ever heard of Prime Rib at a
seafood restaurant? Well at The Dry Dock,
you get the best of both worlds. Now...
sumpluous seafood entrees and great
Prime Rib dinners. All at affordable
prices too. R
t So whether you're in the mood for
beef or seafaod, visit us soon. For -

2685/ call us.

5
Southfield, 557-0570 i
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ROAST PRIME RIB
5695

Traditional cut
We invite you to experience dining at its
finest. Our menu is designed to satisfy
your unique taste with the finest of foods.
For exquisite dining in a gracious atmos-
phere, be our guest.

* Complimentary Hors D'Qervres With Dinner.
* Soup & Salad Bar Included With Every Entree.
* Chef's Specials Nightly!
FOR RESERVATIONS AND EASY TO FOLLOW
DIRECTIONS CALL 353-8144

Located in the American Center Building, Southfield

Dinner fir.: TFues. thru Sat, Lunch:

from 52300 p.m.

Q
o
Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
* Luncheons  Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 pom.
i Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m,
469 S. Woodward, Birmingham @
o .
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Sat. Nov. 18 at 6 p.m.
until Sun., Nov. 19 at

surprises! .
Call (313) 763-4700 to make
our $80,000 goal. o
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Fun for you. Funds for public radio.

Join our on-air staff for 29 hours of listening fun: premium
give-aways, special interviews, live music . . . and lots of -

YWUOM

917 FM AnnArbor

11 p.m.

your pledge. Help us reach

—

Nov.3,4,5;
10, 11, 12; 17, 18, 19;
24,25, 26

Visit Henry Ford
luseum for a taste
of our past, 14 acres

under one roof
adjacent to the
illage - rain or

e.

Village Hours. 10 a.m -5 p.m.
lased Thanksgiving Day

Museum Hours' 9 a.m.~5 p i
Closed Thanksgiving Day

For Family Fall Fun

You and your family have
the unique opportunity to
‘watch cooking demonstra-
tions by costumed " Villag-
ers” as five Village build-
ings open their hearths
and ovens to old-fashioned
tare every Fnday, Saturday{+
and Sunday this November |2
lincluding Thanksgrving
weekend).

In the 17th century
Susquehanna House—
demonstrations of turkey
cooking in a tireplace, and
cranberry sauce prepara-
tion.

In the 17th century
Plympton House—small
fowls roast on a spit, with
stewed pumpkin, Indian
Eaugg.mg and herbs at

In the'19th cen!

Heinx Bonseerelihes
and sauces bubble atop
the stove, spicy smells
herald pickling demonstra-
tions and explanations of *
how Autumn’s sbundance
was preserved for the long
winter months ahead.

In the Ford Homestead | -
demonstrations of baking
pumpkin and apple pres
In the Village Bakery—
delicious bread and cookies|
are the order of the day.
Demonstrations include ex | :
planations of. the history, |-
processes and equipment
used to prepare the feasts
of yesteryear. Also enjoy:
many cralt displays; tram
ndes (weather permitting); | *
visiting other homes of -
famous Americans. M
A Cormucopia of Cooking|*
For more information, N
call the Village Party
Line (313} 271-1976.

Greenili Villsge & |
- Heary Ford Mugeum
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