At Country Day School

Mooday, November 13, 1978
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Student symposium on violence stirs emotion

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

Wednesday was a day of violence at
Detroit Country Day School.

Upper school students attended a
day-long symposium on violence that
was organized and sponsored by the
student council. In separate presenta-
lions. the students heard about vio-
lence in athletics, entertainment, the
home and a Nazi concentration camp.

Some of the students came to the
sympesium with an awareness of éach
kind of violence. But often during the
day the normal restless rustlings and
whisperings of more than 300 students
ceased abruptly as they gave their
complele attention to' what was being

id.
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And several times while Martin
Waler, a concentration camp survivor,
was telling of his experiences, the stu-
dents reacted with involuntary gasps
of horror at what he was saying.

Water concluded the dzy's program
and his own presentation by answering
Students’ questions, Their prolonged
applause 2t the conclusion of the ses-
sion was a tribute to a man who says
he hes no hate in his heart despite los-
ing his entire family and barely escap-
ing with his own life.

WATER, A Detroit resident. showed
the students his prisoner number,
B2768. tattooed on his left forearm
when he arrived at Auschwitz concen-
tration camp on Aug. 11, 1944.

He and other Polish Jews were
taken to Auschwitz after spending
more than four years in the Warsaw
ghetto. He told of the three days and
three nights spent jammed in locked
cattle carts before arriving at
Auschwitz.

An incident typical of the atrocities
the prisoners endured and witnessed
after their arrival occurred when a
Nazi guard told four men to get
brooms.

“There were four guys and three
brooms.” Water recalled. " Three of us
grabbed brooms. The fourth one was
hit and his face split open.™

"He related incidents of similar

brutality and at one time seid the -

recent television special, **Holocaust,”
was a “poor imitation of what
actually occurred.

WATER WAS liberated from the
camp by Russian soldiers in January
1845. Although he spent less than six
roaths in the camp, he weighed only
7 pounds when he was released.

Early in his presentation, he empha-
sized that he was *“not demeaning the
present generation of Germans."”

I mean them no harm.” he said.
When a student asked him how he
could avoid feeling bitter, Water said.
“I do not believe in castigating chil-
dren for the guilt of their parents.

I have no animosity. I can't hate.
These things are gone. [ can't go
through life hating people and I can't
blame the present generation.™

Another student 2sked Water if he
believed he was 2 stronger person as 2
result of his experiences.

“Yes," he stated. Although he is a

small man, Water said he never wasa *

weakling, but he believes the camp
experience “gave me more charac-
ter.” He was 23 years old when he was
liberated from Auschwitz.

HE CAME TO the United States in
1948 as part of the German quota and
settled first in New York.

“I went tg school the next day to
leamn the lahguage.” he said. He has

* lived in Detrbit for 10 years.

Water sais he chose the United
Sates instead of Israel because he
“always believed in democracy, not
because there was gold in the sireets,
and here a man has a chance.”

“Israel at that time was a land of
pioneers 2nd I was too small and weak
when [ was liberated. I was not strong
enough to be 2 builder.™

Water said he felt no guilt at having
survived when so many others didn’t
and that he could not blame the Jews
who survived as a result of masque-
rading as non-Jews.

“They tried to save themselves, 1
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can't blame them,” he said. 1
couldn't do that. Look at me. I cant
blame those who tried to survive 2s
long as they did not endanger their
farailies and others."

A STUDENT asked Water if he ever
reached the point where he did not
want to live.

“No," he replied. “'It was important
to have a positive way of thinking. The
minute someone gave up, he died. I
kept telling myself, ‘You've got to
make it, you have to survive.'

“I always believed I would see my
family again. I guess that was a guid-
ing force. Unfortunately, I never did.™

What hzppened in Germany before
and during World War II could happen
again “any place in the world and in
the United States,” Water said.

“No country is immune to what hap-
pened in Germany. All that is needed

is one bigot 2nd some disenchanted
people 2nd you've got it made. In one
election in Germany. 75 per cent of the
~oters did not vole and Hitler was
elected vice-chancellor,

“GERMANY WAS a very civilized
country. If it could happen in Ger-
many. it could happen any place in the
world. It could happen in the United
States. We dare not forget."”

Asked his reaction to recent Nazi
adtivities in the Detroit area, Water
said, “Freedom is a wonderful thing,
You never know how wonderful until
you lose it, but how far can freedom

2

“Someone should put a stop to it
(Nazi activity),” he added *They
openly advocate the destruction of
people. It is very disenchanting. We
should do whatever we can and not

Southfielder joins
cast of musical

CQuis ZeVan, a new resident of
Southfteld has joined the cast of I Do.
1Do.” in a production being staged by
the Theatre Guild of Livonia-Redford.
She will choreograph the show. R

Ms. ZeVan recently moved to South-
field from Minneapolis. She has per-
formed as a singer and dancer in a
rumber of Broadway shows including
the original production of ‘‘Sweet
Charity.™

Her extensive choreographic expe-
rience includes dinner theatre.
regional theater, television, industrial
shows. and conducting workshops in
dance as related to musical theater.

Ms. ZeVan is also an actress and has
appeared onstege in many leading
roles and on television in several
commericals.

“I love it here in Michigan and am
looking forward to becoming even
more involved in:the many excellent

theatre and dance-related activities
available in the area.” she said.

For the production the guild has
assembled three directors 2nd a cast
of two who have 2lmost 100 years of
community, educational and profes-
sional theater experience ~among
them.

They include Kay L. Grismer of
Detroit. Howard Egan of Farmington
Hills. director Marc’ McCullouch, 2nd
musical director Jack Pierson of
Livonia.

Performances of the musical will be
2 8:30 p.m. on Nov. 24. 25 and Dec. 1,
2,8and 9; at 2:30 p.m. on Nov. 2 and
2t 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 3 at 15138 Beech
Daly in Redford.

Tickets will be $4 per person with
discounts avzilable to students, senior
citizens and groups for some
performances.

For reservations or further informa-
tion call the guild at 4224765.
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adopt the tactics they do."

Water played a part in his own liber-
2lion and that of his fellow prisoners.
As Russian troops came closer and
closer to the camp, the prisoners were
forced to march throu gh the
countryside.

He organized a group of nine prison-
ers who escaped into the woods and
because Water had *read James Feni-
more Cooper books as a kid in
Poland.” he knew how to follow foot-
prints in the snow and led the group to
some Russian soldiers.

GRANDFATHER AND
GRANDMOTHER CLOCKS

$42g-r§$%855 20 %-~40% off

Ridgeway and Howard Miller clocks in
mahogany, cherry, oak, pine, pecan and
chrome with lucite. Westminister, Whiting-
ton and Winchester weight-driven chimes.
Some floor samples. Ideal for Christmas

giving.

Dearborn—23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield—4107 Telegraph Rd.
Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Molt

and more!

SPORTS WITH
JERRY GREEN

Detrail News Columnist Jerry Green
delivers a bold sports commentary
inastyleall his own at

8:12AM and 5:12 PM, Monday
thraugh Friday.
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BE OUR GUEST...

Visit our Bloomfield Executive Club
iand enjoy a complimentary tour

belween now and November 19th
of our sensational facilfles. Sult-up,

A héritag_e of
uncompromising
quality.

work out on our exercise equipment and enjoy a refreshing swim and
our heatth bar with a descious 4

souna. Then, reiax at drink Experience
sheer pleasure at Vic Tanny’s Bloomfleid Club during this limited offer.
Come In foday.-we're looking forward to showing you around.

VIC TANNY BLOOMFIELD
EXECUTIVE HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB
6420 TELEGRAPH RD. AT MAPLE RD.

- CALL NOW 855-2300
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