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An instrument, or work of art?

By ED BAS

When one of the established saints
of mountain music saw Don Hays
walking towards him out of the
Appalachian woods with a home-
made dulcimer in hand, it came as
o big surprise.

Hays, an Avon Township resident,
was simply making a pilgrimage to
the old man for official baptism of
his new instrument.

The dulcimer is either a stringed
musical instrument or an elegant
labor of love, depending on who
made it. If it's a Hays handmade
instrument, it’s the latter.

There are two types of dulcimers.
Hays is no fanatic, but he knows his
dulci His i is

held in place with pins and clamps
and:set by adding stiff pieces while
in-the mold. A purist, Hays also
makes his own molds and even the
clamps out of rubber bands and
clothes pins.

It took Hays six months to make
his first dulcimer in 1975. His third
took only a month. He is now build-
ing his fourth and is awaiting deliv- .
ery of some wire to string his first
hammer dulcimer. Each of his
works bears his name, number and
date that you can see through the
scrollwork of the wood. .

Hays admils to being more of a
builder than a player, though he tries
to find time for both.

““The duleimer is a good

contagious,

“The hammer dulcimer is one of
the oldest known instruments,” Hays
said. "It comes from at least as far
back as 3,000 years ago, maybe as
much as 5,000. But the lap or moun-
tain dulcimer is purely an American
instrument.”

‘THE HAYS basement is a twilight
zone between modern workshop and
mystic alchemical laboratory. You
't see the magic wands, the eli-
xirs. Instead. there is a drill press, a
band saw, molds and torches, ham-
mers, fret wire and wax. You see the
route that gives birth to dulcimer, but
the instruments alone produce no
dulcimers. Magic lends a hand.

“The first time I played a dulci-
mer was after T made one,” he said.
“Dulcimer means ‘sweet sound’ in
Greek or Latin, I'm not quite sure
which. It has roots in different coun-
tries including Germany and Scot-
land, but it’s really Appalachian.”

Adulcimer is like a small guitar or
alap-held fiddle without a bow.

Dulcimers are lightweight, made
of ultra-thin woods that shine with up
to 17 coats of wax. No other finish
obscures the natural beauty of his
woods: Cherry, western cedar,
spruce, walnut, teak. Hays starts
with 2 dull-looking square block of
wood, and immediately begins cut-
ting. paring. shaving, sanding,
smoothing.

“My wife holds one end of the
wood as I feed it through the saw,”
Hays said, as though that somehow
explains some of the magic.

I GLUE THE joints together and
reinforce them with thin strips laid
along the joint,” he said, as if that
explains the beauty of the mirror
image that forms in the two pieces of
wood, or how the joint fits so snugly.

The wood is cut thin with a bench
saw, pared down on a drill press. It
is “'painted” with water and gently
molded around a heated copper pipe,

M-275 options studied

Federal agency repre-
sentatives are expected
Iater this month to make
a field inspection of the
alignments proposed in
alternatives to the can-
celled M-275 freeway

Froject.
Representatives of the
* US. Department of the
Interior and the Federal
Highway Administration
(FHWA) were brought
w to date on the north-
south state trunkline
alternatives for the west-
ern Ozkland County
route last week, accord-
ing to Mike Flajole. coor-
dinator of the state high-
way department’s M-275
study team.

Flzjole said it will take
about two weeks for the
federal officials, many of
whom received their jobs
glter the cancellation of
e original freeway pro-
posal in January, 1977, to
review the alternatives
prepared by the state
fighway department ear-
lier this year.

Copies of the analysis
and other highway
department documents
will be made available to
the federal officials .for
their review before the
‘field inspection which
has tentatively been set

rear Holly.

for construction of a

e,

‘The Interior - Depart-
ment two years ago
opposed the original M-
25 proposal because of
potential damage to a
Hack spruce bog and the
Dodge Park Number
Five, both in Commerce
Townshi

p.

The FHWA had
approved the advanced
acquisition of right-of-
way land for the con-
troversial freeway link
that would have con-
rected 1-96 in Novi to 175 2

)

It you've had your eye on “designer frames"
~-well look again! Now they're jus! $19.95 with the purchase of any pre-

to play on your own,” he -
said. “It's not loud or noisy. Of
course, I guess even people who like
rock and roll argue that that's
music,” he shrugged. He doesn't pre-
tend dulcimer lust is universal, but
be does say it is growing.

Not one to go halfway on a project,
Hays has collected recordings and
books on dulcimers, most of the Iat-
ter published within the last two
years. They bear faded photographs
of bearded men in overalls, women
in braids and ging| " gowns—
people who wouldn’t know what you
were saying if you mentioned fading
arts, folklore and the Pepsi Gener-
ation. They play because they have
always played, built because they
could not buy.

“THE DULCIMER was pretty
much a forgotten instrument until
about 15 years ago,” Hays said.
“Now it’s coming back. You can buy
one in town or make your own from
a kit.” His daughter Audrey is doing

* just that for a cheapér, more crash-

proof instrumnent to take with her to
college.

“There's something special about
playing folk music on the

instruments it was intended for,"
Hays said. He played the Sh i

AS PART OF his pilgrimage, Hays
visited dulei| in the Smil i

while living in Japan, used wood
from his'in-laws’ farm in Milford for
one dulcimer, plays *real” music
like English baliads and folk tunes.
Out and away from his magical
laboratory, Hays is an assistant
department head at the General
Motors Tech Center, working in
mechanies and materials of struc-
tures—tire-thumping and door-
slamming. It's not even remotely
related, he said,  which makes the
basement. workshop all the more a
retreat for him. But there is a vague

-connection in Hays' curiosity. He

experiments with different woods,
different designs, different sounds,

$2 Bills
Unpopular

Pragmatism and|
superstition seem to be|
working against accept.
ance of the new $2 hill,
with more than half of|

Institution, “a whle fourth floor of
dulcimers not open to the public.”

The Paint Creek Folklore Society,
of which he is a member, has also
gotten swept up in the art of the dul-

. cimer. People bring him instruments
to judge or ask him to play his own.
‘The society of 50 people alternates
meeting sites between members'
homes to recapture folk arts and
spread their own particular
contagion,

“It’s a way to get back to nature,”
Hays said. “‘The dulcimer is also a
good way to make up your own

. music. It's an individual just like you
and I are.”

SPECIALS UN'

LETS CELEBRATE

SUTTON DELI’S

third anniversary sale
NOV. 17-NOV. 23
corned beef or pastrami sandwiches $17°
89
pastrami or corned beef. "3 Ib.
lean corned beef 1b.
Vienna Hot Dogs & Vienna Salami %299 1p,,
homemade portato salad or cole slaw 79¢ pint

COMPLETE DELI CARRY-OUT!
TRAY CATERING
FROM $3.25 per person
WE FEATURE BREAKFAST

I TIL 10:30 a.m.

Mon. 6 a.m.4 p.m. Tues.Sat. 6 2.m.-8 p.oi’’

23145 Lahser 357-5656

Sun. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

~ ASK YOUR

PERRY REDCOAT

SEALE‘STARTS NOW...ENDS NOV. 19,1978
e
AEALISTIC - FLAME PROOF

SCOTCH PINE TREE

the $527 million dollars|
worth printed still|
undistributed. Busi-
nesses, asked by the|

Department to|
push the bill, szy they,
have no cash register|
compartment for the|
new bill, and that many)|
consumers consider the|
bill unlucky.

P Swen,

. HONESTLY...

W INSTALLED WITH % INCH PLYWOOD B
SUB FLOOR (STEPS EXTRA)

9 x 12 Room (12 Sq. Yds)
10 x 12 Roam(33% Sq. Yds.)
11 x 12 Room (14 2/3 Sq. Yds.)
Bon Room( 16 Sq. Yda.) .
13 x 12 Room(17% Sq. Yds)
14 x 12 Aoom(18 213 Sq. Yds.)
15 x 12 Room (20 sq. vas)

Sundial and imperial Solarian

: SAVE NOW AS NEVER BEFORE I

ARMSTRONG |
! DESIGNER SOLARIAN §

]
conreere 228.60 W
compiere 253.00
CompLETE 272.0
compLETE 286.00
cowrere 320.00 g
cowpiere 345.00 g
compeete 370.00 ]
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Bymstrong

@) G'ant Savings on Royal Sotarian, weme

Buy Your Solarian from an i}
Amstrong- Fioor Fashion |

floor fashiono e
NIZEf * We are trained by |
Amstron; N

« Installation Guaranteed by
rmstrong

32639
FORD ROAD |
2 BLK.E. OF VENOY l
427.6620
FREEESTIMATES l
EXPERT
INSTALLATION
L I 71§
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DRUG STORES

BIRMINGHAM o
@ Adams Square-Adams at Bower % B
ROCHESTER *4 FT. SCOTCH PINE...*7.96

e e et || MoEA +7 FT. SCOTCH PINE...*19.96

‘TROY
E. Big Beaver at Rochester Rd, %
oW.Maple at Coolidge Hwy. %

*PACKAGE LIQUOR

35 MINIATURE
TREE LIGHT SET &k
DECORATIVE S’ ﬂ 7 QS) §
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26" x25FT.

~ PERRY BONUS COUPON
‘ FLAT FOLD
/‘ s GIFTWRAP
- 3 g

20 SHEETS WHITE
TISSUE PAPER

oldsWrap

Aluminum Foil

12" x 258
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WRAP

LIMIT 1G¢
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26" x 45' PAPER
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WINDMERE
1250 WATT
PRO DRYER
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WINDMERE DRY

CLAIROL DRY GUY CURLING IRON
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8-DIGIT
CALCULATOR

BY NATIONAL SEMICONDUCTOR

PRESTO
SMOKE
ALARM

=
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SAVE %5.00

Scrplion lenses at our everyday low prices. Choose from such great
designers as Christian Dior, John Weitz, Givenchy. Oscar de la Renta.
Enzabeth Arden, Helena Rubinstein, and Gloria Vanderbilt.
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for Nov. 29 or 30.

The Interior and
FHWA employees did not
indicate how long it may

them to review the
+ alternatives.

The Michigan State |
Highway Commission in
September voted to ask
the federal agencies to
‘review and comment on
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