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LOVISE SNIDER

Wooden plot fails
to create magic

Somewhere in “Magic™ (R), 2 character says that magic is not
tricks; it's misdirection. That's just-what we get in this film,
misdirection.

Richard Attenborough is able to elicit excellent individual perform-
ances from the cast, but his direction and William Goldman's script fail
to build the suspense and create the sense of terror we expect from this
film. “Magic" promises much more than it delivers.

It is the story of a ventriloquist whose dummy becomes his alter
ego and finally takes control of his life. The idea of 2 psychotic ven-
triloquist was exploited in a British horror film of the ‘40s, *‘Dead of
Night.™

In comparison with my vivid childhood memories of that film. I did
ot expect much from “*Magic,” and I was not disappointed,

ANTHONY HOPKINS plays Corky who is both master and slave to
his wooden dummy Fats. Corky's act consists of playing straight man
to the x-rated dummy who delivers a barrage of abrasive. foul-mouthed
lines,

Corky is di by a top ly agent (Burgess i
who builds him into a national sensation. Why this dull act should be of
interest to anyone other than woodcarvers is one of the mysteries of
this movie. .

Nevertheless. just when Corky's career is 2bout to peak with a
network contract, he panics 2nd runs away to think things over. He

Fox Theatre relives splendor

By GRETCHEN McHUGH

“I'm glad I'm old,” panted the old
lady who'd just turched with difficulty
into a seat behind us in Detroit's Fox
Theatre.

It was the middle of a poignant part-
ing scene belween a mother and her
son leaving for World War 1, in
“Wings." an epic-style silent film clas-
sic that won an Oscar for best picture
50 years ago.

‘The Fox Theatre celebrated its 50th
tirthdey Sunday morning, Nov. 12,
vith the help of Friends of the Fox,
who showed the film and invited its
star Buddy Rogers to come,

We don’t know how old the woman
was, 2nd we don't know why she szid
she was glad she was old.

BUT WE WERE glad to have gone
to the Fox's party. It must have said,
too, “I'm glad I'm old” Nov. 12 as
more” than 2,000 people of every
description and age filed into its pala-

tial, Hindu temple style lobby, gazng
with awe at the Smurai warriors, ele-
phants. lions, peacocks, dolphins,
dancing maidens, camels, sorcerers,
monkeys, dragons. goddesses, swans
and eagles that zbound there in plas-
ter, marble, brass. wood and stone.
While the lobby is huge and glitter-
ing, the theater itself is even more
expansive, giving the impression of a

huge tent—"its draped, jewelled and.

tasseled ceiling supported by spears,
opening in the center to a starry, deep
blue sky.” according to the anniver-
sary program.

Of the score of grand old Detroit
Theaters, only six remain, and of
thase, the Fox is special for its rere
Wurlitzer theater organ, upon which
virtuoso Dennis James improvised
magnificently for over two hours dur-
ing “Wings.”

‘This organ, which rose 2nd vanished
again from depths below the stage,
has four manuals and 36 ranks, and it
needs seven chambers to hold its
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Pipes, percussions and effects, some of

which are a locomotive whistle, Chi-

mese gong. tuned sleigh bells and a
v bell,

For a year, dedicated organ buffs
have come to work on its complicated
machinery during long, late night

- howrs, for no pay.

VOLUNTEER WORKERS, too, have
tabored to rekindle the glowing maze
of lighted 2lcoves which ring the vast
theater. Silting in a seat in the Fox is
something like sitting inside a precious
Stone. with light flowing in its facets of

and gold.

It's an immense place (it seats 5,042,
second only to Radio City Music Hall),
and its balcony steel work was the

clearspan of its type in the.

world when built, and maybe still is.
No seat’s view is obstructed.
Designed for live productions 2s well
2s for movies, it has sophisticated,
velued backstage facilities. - .
The work of architects D. Howard
Crane and Associates, who designed

Orchestra Hall and 250 other theaters
in the country, the Fox is a monurnent
10 a bygore age.

Except that there’s no reason the
age has to be bygone. Minutes from
the five-towered Renaissance Center,
the Fox is another heartening symbol
itself that Detroit's self-image as a
place of beauty and culture is
restirring.

The saving and restoration of

tra Hall is such 2 sign. General
Motors® plans for a $50 million shop-
ping and office complex in the Grand
Boulevard area; the revitalization of
Harmonie Park and the opening of res-
taurants near the waterfront; the
recent announcement of Phase II of
the Ren Cen development, by David
Rockerfeller. the Henry Ford Motor
Land Development Corp. 2nd Mayor
Young; and the new riverfront recrea-
tion complex plans, 25 well 2s the riv-
erfront sports arema now wnder con-
struction—all are unmistakable signs
.of the momentum of 2 renaissance

's real.

heads for the Catskills and the home of his high school
(Hopkins' English accent is explained by a limey father who emigrated
tothe U, 8. Thus, “Magic™ may be the first movie to expound the the-
ory of genetic inheritance of acquired characteristics).

Ann-Margaret is his lost love. now living in an. isolated house
among the deserted cabins of a resort closed for the winter. She's an
excheerleader, and her husband Duke (Ed Lauter) is an ex-high school
football player. Their lives have been downhill since graduation.

Duke’s away on a trip when Corky arrives. Corky overwhelms his
old flame with Fats, who tums her on with his bold remarks zbout her
anatomy. So much for courtship.

THE FIRST HALF of “Magic™ sets up the situation with the ele-
ments of suspense: An isolated seiting: a lonely, unhappy wife; an
absent husband; and a ventriloquist who is becoming increasingly
schizoid and dangerous.

‘The second half of “Magic." boasting no clever twists of plot, plod-
dingly develops the situation 2s the mad magician starts disposing of
people. .

‘The most mesmerizing moments all belong to Anthony Hopkins,
He is splendid as Corky. The scenes of Corky with Fats have 2 weird,
commanding power. They create a hair-raising effect unmatched by
any of the more violent action.

Thanks to Hopkins. "Magic" is a film whose magic moments
derive entirely from his performance with a 16-1b dummy.

Imprisoned

Brad Davis, playing Billy Hayes, is visited in a Turkish jail by his
girlfriend, Irene Miracle, in a sensitive scene from the motion picture
“Midnight Express.” The film was first shown at the 1978 Cannes
Film Festival and received international acclaim.
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N.Y. Drama Critics’ Circle Award

Best seats for Weekday parformances

377"3300 or Hudson's

ON CAMPUS OF OAKLAND UNIVERSITY. ROCHESTER

Meadow
Brook Theatre

NOW THRU DEC. 3

“That Championship
Season”

Winner of the Tony Award, Pulitzer Prize and

by
Jason Miller

Glimp:es

NEW RELEASES
THE BIG FIX (PG). Another fetching performance by Richard Drey-
fuss who plays 2 former college zctivist turned private eye.
BLOODBROTHERS (R). Hard look at lives of two blue-collar brothers
whose macho values affect their families. )
THE BOYS FROM BRAZIL (R). Some fine actors at their worst
(except for Laurence Olivier) in loony film about fiendish Nazi plot.
A DREAM OF PASSION (R). Melina Mercowri and Elfen Burstyn star
mMEnﬂr‘n story that strains in its parallels with Greek drama,

GIRL FRIENDS (PG). Melanie Mayron and Anita Skinner star in
Claudia Weill’s directorial debut that focuses on marriage versus
career.

GOIN’ SOUTH (PG). Fine character study by Jack Nicholson in adven-
ture that proves there’s still hope for the Western. B

INTERIORS (PG). Woody Allen's serious film explores the tensions
within a family where neuroses and artistic sensitivity dominate
their lives.

NATIONAL LAMPOON'S ANIMAL HOUSE (R). Outrageous znd
raunchy comedy about life at Delta Fratemity House, the bottom-of-
the-barrel fraternity on a small college campus in the early '60s.

PARADISE ALLEY (PG). Comball sentimentality but also a lot of
vitelity in Sylvester Stallone’s upbeat film about three brothers from
tough neighborhood.

SEPTEMBER 30, 1955 (PG). Richard Thomas stars in wistful reminis-
cence of the '50s set at time of James Dean’s death.

UP IN SMOKE (R). Dope jokes from Cheech and Chong who celebrate
the weed in their usual gross manner.

VIOLETTE. Claude Chabrol directed Iszhelle Huppert as the beautiful

* and complex girl who poisoned her parents in sensational French
murder case of the '30s.

A WEDDING (PG). All the action tekes place in one day as director
Rotert Altman dissects “the Iast of our country’s big rituals,"”

THE WILD GEESE (R)." Action film with Richard Burton, Roger
Moore and Richard Harris as mercenaries on a suicidal'mission in
Africa. .

THE WIZ (G). Lavish but lumbering version of the Broadway musical
presenting Diana Ross in an update black *“The Wizard of 0z."

MOVIE RATING GUIDE
G General audiences admitted.
PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.
R Restricted Adults must accompany person under 18,
X Noone under 18 admitted.
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Join us for a delightful...

m

TRADITIONAL

TANESEvING
DINNER

Leave the cooking to us!
Serving Noon -10:00 P.M.

RKingsley Inn

HOTEL

Reservations:
644-1400
Woodward Avenue

Just South of Long Lake Road
Bioomfield Hills

. €Y .

itsacutabove.
Enjoy a complete Thanksgiving
Day feast at Victoria Station
for only $8.95 (Children:
$5.95). Celebrate witha
traditional Turkey Dinner
featuring an abundance of
moist. tender turkey breast £
and dark mear. (You can take any
leftovers home for sandswiches
comes with our unique Pilirs Dressing:
and all the rimmings. Or savor Glazed
Baked Ham with special Cider Raisin
Sauce. It all a cut above, including
our famous Prime Rib. And our
Thanksgiving Day prices include
salad bar, dessert and beverage. Su juin
us for a really festive Nuvember 23rd.

Reservations encouraged. Victoria Station..
Major credit cards welcome. Itsacutabove’

SOUTHFIELD:

28565 Northwestern Hwy. Between 11 & 12 Mile Roadss357-4424

TROY:

1475 West Big Beaver Rd. I-75 & Big Beaver Roade 643-7260

_ This Thanksgiving
let Mom be thankful, too.

At the Old Mill’s family style
Thanksgiving Feast.

Give Mom a break this year. Bring hex and the
family out to the Old Mill for our spectacular family
style Thanksgiving Feast. We're setting out a spread
the Indians and Pilgrims would have loved!

Steaming platters of fresh roast turkey, delicious
baked ham and scrumptious sliced roast’ sirloin.
Mashed potatoes. Dressing. Yams. Fresh vegetable.
Ambrosia salad. Piping hot rolls and butter. For des-
sert, your choice of pumpkin or mincemeat pie ala
mode. And, of course, coffee, tea or milk.

It’s all served right at your table. No standing in a
buffet line. And it’s an all-you-can-eat proposition,
too. : -
So, pack up the family, and come enjoy Thanksgiv-
ing like never before. At the Old Mill Thanksgiving
Feast. Adults $7.85. Children $4.00. Call 623-9300 for _
reservations. Today.

O, JwilL,

5838 Dixie Highway, Waterford

642.1373

Stujor Credit Cants Accepted




