Anthropologist says

Longterm marriages fading quickly

By SHIRLEE IDEN

To play or not to play? .

That was the question six years ago
when Nena O'Neill and her husband
George wrote ““Open Marriage.”

The two anthropologists supported
the idea of a more open kind of rela-
tionship where even extramarital sex
could be accepted.

Not surprisingly, the book evoked
widespread controversy.

Mrs. O'Neill. - a Southfield inter-
view, said recently that her sub-
sequent research has given her new
insights. Aftter interviewing hundreds
of men and. women—married,
divorced. living together and single,
she’s come to new conclusions about
sexual freedom.

“The more 2ccustomed we become
to the new freedoms, the more open
we become in our attitudes toward
sex. the more men 2nd women are
2ffirming their need for sexual
exclusivity,” she said.

Her findings are reported in a new
book. ~The Marrizge Premise” pub-
“shed this month as a Bantam
paperback.

“Marriage. like most institutions, is
changing and I think marriages are
getting better."" she szid.

“~“We're learning more about them an
expectations are getting more realis-
tic. I dom't think we're going to see as
many very long term marriages, the
50 and 60-year kind in the future. What
we wilt see is more people who enter
two marriages in 2 lifetime."

A mative of Akron, Ohio. Mrs.
ONeill said she left the midwest to go
to college in New York and’ just
stayed.

SHE WAS graduated from Bamard
College, did graduate work in psychol-

ogy al the New School for Social
Research, and is worki) her docto-

emotional life and their a2ppreciztion
t B

rate in_ anthropology from the City
University of New York.

She met her husband, George, in col-

lege and the two have studied and
practiced marriage together for about
30 years.
With him, she has co-authored
Shifting Gears: Finding Security in a
Changing World” as well as “Open-
Marriage.” Both have been reissued
several times ‘and have become
“standards" to her satisfaction.

One of her findings on com-
temporary marriage is that child-
rearing has become separated in the
world of today:

“Once having a family was an
expected part of marriage, but this is
mot true today.” she said. “Today
couples form a unit and think of them-
selves as 2 family without children.

“*And then, we 2re more accepting of
bachelors, single women and others
who don't strictly conform. Actually,
people do not need a long time mar-
riage to be a fulfilled person—and
thal’s fine.

“Some people don't make good mar-
riage partners.”

Mrs. O'Neill said the overriding feel-
ing about marriage today is different
than it was six years ago when she and
ber husband interviewed for “‘Open

Marriage.

“In 1972 people were confused.™ she
seid. ““They hadn't accepted the new
role changes. Today we even accept
the stay-at-home homemaker.

*'NOT ALL women who do work are
out there because they want to be. And
fathers are sharing. more and more,
in child-rearing ™

She contends that cooperation ben-
efits fathers because it “expands their
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Admitting our society still has some
of the s2ame old problems 2nd a swol-
len divorce rate. she said she is, nev-
ertheless, optimistic 2bout marriage.

“People seem to be stepping back
and taking a look before they plunge
into divorce,” she said. “For a time.
women opted for divorce 2s soon 2s
they found their mates not accepling
their new role.

“Husbands are trying to adjust to
the new roles also, but this is slower."

One of the most positive clues she
has perceived is thiat divorce rates all
over the country have levelled off,

“Alter 2 number of years when they
kept going up 2s a constant, the curve
has flattened out.” she said. *‘Divorces
haven't gone down, statistically, but
the rate has levelled.”

She said this may be because a large
mumber of older marriages were dis-
solved when divorce became more
acceptable—and because people don't
marry because of societal pressure to
the extent they once did.

Nena and George O'Neill have
always worked together as 2 team, she
explained. They work at home and
also in separate offices.

“THE TAPE recorder is standard
equipment.” she said. “We interview
together and I generally write the
rough draft. He heips with the snags
and he edits. But there are always lots
of rewrites."

She said getting a manuscript sim-
plified and easy for laymen to rezd
and understand is the most difficult
part of the process.

It takes at least eight months from
aitline to interviews, to transcription
and finally to the writing of it,” she
said.
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“Neither of us can write extremely
rapidly and sometimes I will write for
24 haurs straight. Twelve hour stints
are common. I wish I could just write
from9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and lead a nor-
mal life. but that's not how it is.”

The O'Neills enjoy dinner out, many
friends, Tennis and movies. Just now
they are putting many hours into a
new home they bought on Long Island.

Mrs. O'Neill said the next book will
be written in collaboration with her
tusband on another aspect of human
relations.

“There’s no problems choosing
topics,” she szid “The decisions is
only—which ones. You have to listen to
people’s concems and keep your finger
onthe pulse.”
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
14 MILE SANITARY SEWER
{Offsite sewer for Country Glen Apartments)
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS :
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Professional Engineers Job No. 77-148

Sealed propasals will be received by the City of Farmington Hills, Oakland Cownty,
Michigan, at the Clerk’s Office at 3155 Eleven Mile Road until 10:00 A.M., Nover-
ber 30, 1978, at which time and place, all proposais will be publicly opened and read
loud.

‘The work consists of the following zpproximate quantities:

3050 {1, of Binch sankary sewer with manholes and appurtenances,

Plans, specifications and propasal forms may beobtained at Professional Engineer-
ing Associates, Inc., 744 West Maple Road, Troy, Michigan 48084 on or after Novem-
ber 20, 1978, upan deposit of $20.00, which will be refunded upon the return of the
drawings and contract documents in good condition within ten days after the bid
apening. Proposals must be submitted on propesal forms fumished in the contract
documents.

Each proposal shall be 2ccompanied by & Certified Check or Bid Band by a recog-
Tized surety company i the amount of five percent (5%) of the bid, payable to the
Gty of Farmington Hills, y for of the Contract.

The Gty reserves the right to waive any or all proposals, to waive irregularities
andjor informalities, and to make the award, that in the opinion of the City Council
isin the best interest, and to the advantage of the City of Farmington Hills,

FLOYD A. CAIRNS, Gity Clerk
Publish: November 2, 1973
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