Task force closing shop;
murder probe continues

By JOE MARTUCCI

The Oakland County Homicide Task
Force will close its local headquarters
next month. But no date has been set

for ending the probe into the unsolved -

kidnap-slayings of four children in 1976
and 1977. .

~Dec. 15 is the magic date.” said
Sgt. Wayne Waldron of the state
police. All the files and so forth will be
moved tosthe state police pest in
Northville.”

The task force was first formed
after the body of Kristine Mihelich of
Berkley was found in Franklin in Jan-
uary, 1977. The investigation expanded
= few months later, in March. 177, fol-
lowing the murder of Timothy King of
Birminghan.

Since that time. the task force has

force duty. This represents 2 sub-
stantial reduction in manpower from
the early days of the task force. when
federal and state law enforcement
grants enabled more than 20
investigators to concentrate on solving
the four child slayings.

THE GRANTS have long since
expired. however, and the task force
has had to reduce personnel to operate
on contributions from local
communities.

Sgt. Waldron said investigators
would continue pursuing leads on a
part-time basis through the winter. In
the spring. a decision will be made on
future stzte police involvement in the
investigations. Local police depart-
ments. however, are expected to con-
tinve individual probes on a limited
basis.

been operating out of in
the former Valley Woods School in
Beverly Hills. With funding due to
expire next month, the investigation
~ill be moved to state police offices in
Northville.

“We'll be meeting periodically,
probably several times a month. after
thet date (Dec. 151 to pass out new tips
that need to be looked into.” Sgt. Wal-
dron said.

Currently. eight investigators from
the state police and six local depart-
ments are assigned to fulldime task

Local dep. still involved in
the task force include Birmingham.
‘Troy. Southfield. Ferndale and Oak
Park. in addition to the Oakland
County Sheriff’s Department.

Although there was an upsurge this.
fall in the number of tips called into
the tesk force. Sgt. Waldron said the
clues have now dropped to *"below 50 a

week.

~Nothing fantastic has been coming
in lately,” szid the state police
investigators, “It's mostly look-alikes
who resemble a composite sketch of

Santa arrives
in Birmingham

You better watch out. you better not
pout..you better not cry. I'm telling
you why. Santa Clais is coming to the
high rent district of town.

The jolly old fellow will still be
arriving on his usual conveyance—a
shiny red fire engine.

But. for the first time. he’ll be com-

ing to the.carner of Henrietta Street
. and Maple Avenue.

In years past. Santa came to the city
hall lawn. But this year his house has
been moved to the new location to
meke Santa more accessible to shop-
.pers in downtown Birminghzm. city
officials szid. R

The arrival is scheduled for Satur-
dzy, Nov. 25. at 10 a.m.~thanks to the

* Birminghzm-Bloomfield Chamber of
Commerce.
The city commission has 2greed to
" close Henrietta from Maple to the
Michigan Bell building. and the street
will be renzmed “Santa's Lane" for
the next month. .

Santa’s arrival will also be cele-

brated by clowns from the Emmett

OWL meeting
set Nov. 29

Operation Watch Lathrup (OWL)
will meet at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday,|
Nov. 29 at the Lathrup Village Munici-|
pal Building.

Lt. Andrew Misner will conduct thel
meeting which is open to 21l Lathrupf
Village residents and business

rSOnS.

Lathrup Police Reserve officers wil)
be honnred at this event. Sgt. Whelen|
will describe the role of the reserves in
protecting the citizens of the|
community.

Special Police Department recogni-|
tion awards will be presented to sev-

eral 10-year veterans.

Kelly Jr. Circts. which will be per-
forming at the Birmingham Theatre
Nov. 24-26. Several of the clowns from
the remowned circus troupe' will
accompany Sznta on his joumey to his
new home.

Senta will be accepting visitors Mon-
day through Saturday. from noon to 5
p.m.. until Dec, 23.

~Santa doesn’t work on Sundays,”
advised chamber of commerce execu-
tive director James Zeder.

Other signs of Christmas will soon
become evident in Birmingham.

* -~ Christmas igths znd wreaths should

be in place by today. and some down-
town merchants will begin extended
shopping hours Dec.

Several stores will remain open until
9 p.m. Monday-Friday. znd until 5:30
p.m. on Saturday.

Animals

By JUDITH COX

It wasn't a typical Sunday service.

True. the Reverend John Albrecht of
Birminghem was in his usual place
behind the pulpit at St. Mary's-In-The-
Hills Episcopal Church in Lake Orion. -

And the congregation listened and
sang as they usually do.

But sitting quietly. or at least fairly
quietly, on the pews among the usual
parishioners were 22 dogs. 10 cals and
two birds.

The well-behaved inenagerie was
gathered for the second annual Parade
and Blessing of the Animals held Sun-
day. Following a necessarily brief ser-
mon, the pets were escorted one by
one up the center 2isle of the church to
receive the blessing with holy water.

The blessing. “acknowledges that all
creatures are created by God.”
Albrecht said.
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the suspect. One of the good things
we have been doing is following up on
anyone arrested for child offenses. If
we weren't doing that. it probably
wouldn't get done.”

The upsurge in tips in September
and October followed a request by the
task force for help in locating a 1964-67
blue Pontize Tempest. Police believe
that vehicle was involved in at least
one of the slayings. A blue American
Motors Gremlin has also figured
prominently in the King slaying.

STATE POLICE have made no deci-
sion on destroying computer data
relating to the probe. Sgt. Waldron
said To date, the task force computer
contxins 16,400 tips, 15,300 of which
have been cleared by investigators.

Some persons tumed in as suspects
and later cleared of any involvement
in the sleyings, have reportedly
objected about potential abuse of the
computerized data.

State police don't want to destroy
the files while the investigation is
active because it could save time
needed to re-trace steps if new infor-
mation on a suspect is developed. Sgt.
Waldron szid.

If the slayings are solved or the day
comes when no agency is investigating
any of the killings. state police will
probably be taken to court by someone
who wants the files destroyed. Sgt.
Waldron speculated.

Asked for his personal theory on
what’s happened to the killer. Waldron
said. I think he's dead or moved
away or locked up someplace.”

The slayings being probed are those
of Mark Stebbins of Ferndale. found in
Southfield in Feb.. 1976: Jill Robinson
of Royal Oak. found in Troy in Dec.
1976; Kristine Mihelich of Berkley,
found in Frznklin and Jan. 1977 and
Timonthy King of Birmingham. found
in Livonta in March of 1977,

‘The children were between 10 and 12
years of age 2nd were held captive for
several days before being murdered.

A $100.000 reward for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of
the persons resporsible remains in
effect.

Police say the suspect :

ls 25-30 years of age. 5'8" to 510"
tall: 150 to 170 pounds with an athletic
build.

eMay be living with or associzting
closely with another person.

»Is acquainted with Oakland
County.
*Has a job which zllows freedom of
movement.

#Lives in or has access to an arca
where he could keep a hostage without
crealing suspicion.
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This photo, entitled “Pardon Me" and
taken by Southfield Eccentric staff photogra-
pher Gary Friedman, placed second in the
Best Sports Picture Category of the National

iati nnual

It’s a winner

mmp;tiﬁon. The contest includes all news-

papers in the country with a circulation of
5,000 or more. The photo was taken in May
1977 at the Southfield High School basebail
game. Friedman also placed second in the
same category last year. -

receive blessing in church service

“We bless 2ll God's creatures. what-
ever they may be. because they have
been given to us-as means of comfort
and beasts of burden.” he told the
congregation.

Albrecht originated the service last
year as part of the church’s 25th anni-
versary celebration. We did it prima-
rly for the kids.” he szi b we
found the zdults really like it too.”

The Albrecht’s cat was one of the
animals blessed on Sunday. Last year
they also brought their dog. but he was
Killed over the summer. “I'm glad
now that we had him blessed.”
Albrecht said.

“TT'S FUN." he said. “but more
than that. Many people are very close
to their znimals. This affirms their
relationship with their pet.”

‘The blessing of animals is a tradition
which dates back to the Middle Ages

when hounds were blessed before a fox
funt, the reverend explained.

Singing the hymn. Al things bright
and beautiful. All creztures great and
smell.” the congregation and their
pets marched outside where Albrecht
closed the service by zdministering
the blessing to Dolly and Daisy. two
ponies.

The Reverend Albrecht enjoys = rep-
uation of being an innovztor. Last
year he conducted “the world's short-
est sermon,” the word. Love.™

Recently. he started a second profes-
sion by taking the New York Stock
Exchange broker exam and joing the
firm of Shearson Hayden Stone in
Southfield. He explained thzt pres-
sures on the budget make full-time'
pursuit of the ministry impossible.

“Inflation is really hurting us.” he
said. “Many clergy are going to
become worker-priests. 10 become
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partially self-supportiny. ™
market has been mv
thirty years.” hé added.

The stock
ation for

Albrecht and his wife. Mi
assistant attorney general for the state
of Michigan. hz vé children and
live in Birminghzm.

Recently elected president of the
Cranbrook School Alumni Association,

Bloomficld Hills. he is also president
of the ¢ of Michigan Board for
Marriage Courselors.

He was rector of St. Johns Episco-
pal Church. Royzl Oak. from 1969 to
1973: rector of Katherine's Episco-

iamston. from 195 to
member of the cleray
stalf at Christ Church Cranbrook.
Bloomlfield Hills, from 159 10 1965.
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