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Two neighborhood vouths destroyed the dreams of Dennis
Myra Potocsky when the pair allegedly poured gaso!ine,on the

-

Potoeskys® new garage and house under construction in West
Bloomfield. (Staff photo by Charlie Kidd)

Scorched dreams

Neighborhood juveniles set new house ablaze

By JUDITH BERNE

Two neighborhood youths have admitted
deliberately setting fire to a house under con-
struction in Powderhorn subdivision.

‘The fire. which interrupted many family din-
ners when it erupted al dpproximately 6:30
p.m. Saturday, began when the two juveniles
poured gasoline on the garage and lit it.

The house is on Parkland Drive in the sub-
division west of Middlebelt between Maple and
Walnut Lake roads.

“They planned it a day ahead of time,™
reported Cpl. Robert Scott of the West
Bloomfield Police Department. Scott said the
15-year-old boys apparently did it out of bore-
dom and-because “they wanted to prove to
their friends they weren'l chicken.™

They have been petitioned to appear in juve-
nile court. according to Scott. who believes they
will be put on probation and released in the cus-
tody of their parents.

“The parents were very cooperative, very

concerned.” Scott relayed. Of the boy be inter-
viewed, Scott said: “*He knew what he had done
was wrong. But he didn't scem to be very
excited about it.”

‘The names of the boys were nat released by
the police due to their ages.

THE HOUSE, at 33& Parkland. belonged to
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis and Myra Potocsky of
Southfield. who with their three children, had
planned to move in the end of March,

Now builder Ed Silver estimates it will be at
least a year beforé the Potocskys can take pos-
session. "'If I'm Iucky, maybe next November.™
Silver said.

Silver, who estimates approximately $100,000
worth of construction went up in flames. says
his insurance company will pursue the settle-
ment from the families of the two juveniles.

Even so, Silver says he will lose as a result of
the fire. Preliminary checks of his lumber sup-
plier revealed that his Jumber costs are up 10 to
15 per cent.

Silver was on the scene abead of the West
Bloomfield Fire Department from his home
less than a mile away. “There was nothing they
could do.” Silver said.

FIRE CHIEF Earl Benson echoed Silver,
“The house was not drywalled yet. so there was
nothing to stop the blaze from sweeping
through.”

By the time his 15 firefighters and four pieces
of equipment arrived, the main job was ta pro-
tect the surrounding houses. .

“We had a break with the wind." Benson

id.

said.
But the terrain surrounding the new construc-
tion caused his men some problems. One fire-
man got stuck up 1o his hips in mud and had to
be pulled loose. Another sprained his ankle
when he slipped and fell in a front-yard ditch.
* When the flames had been quenched. all that
remained of the 4000 square-foot would-be
home was a lone charred bay window.

SOMETHING CATCHY!
, o/ -
Up To 4 o /O OFF

THE FRONT ROOM

Across From Landmark Restaurant
IN THE GREEN-LINCOLN BLDG.

25900 GREENFIELD Oak Park

Latest In Women's Apparel
and Accessories
Regulars and Juniors

o Jeans e Skits » Sweaters e Blouses
o Bags e Costume Jewelry e Etc.

Joe Glazer Sandy Grossman
—

= 050-6754 &

© The perfect companion
for your bow saw, hand
saw, and chain saw.

» Folds for easy carrying.

= Makes base for picnic
table.

© Does the work of 2 saw

horses.
* Holds 50-galton drum.
"~ White Supply Lasts
I $R99 Cash and Carnry
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NANZE

Atmosphere on a Budget h

shopping Wcenter

Reg?ncy Programmable
_Police Scanner

10 channel
No crystals
to buy
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Here’s a little more than

‘interest for
you...

CHRISTMAS
TREES!!

Available Friday,
Dec. 1st

We have the LARGEST and NICEST
selection in the area! Over 1,000 to select
from: 4 feet to 15 feet.

R

" Complete line of SCOTCH PINE and
SPRUCE Christmas tree,also

FIRST FARMINGTON

Deposit $250 or more to an existing or a
new account and choose either a Redi-
Brella to keep on your car's visor ora Can-
non 100% Acrylic Blanket. Limit 1 per
customer.

Deposit $1000 or more to an existing or a new
account and choose either the handy Versatote or
the nifty Travel Alarm. Limit 1 per customer.

You will earn the maximum interest allow-

able by law on passbook and certificate
savings.

Offer Good through November 30th while Supplies last.
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.SAVINGS & LOAN
22725 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
Phone 474-7250 °
Open Daily 9:30105, Friday 9:3010 7
Saturday 9:30 to 12

Opposite Formington Ploze

Savings Insured up to $40,000 by the Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation

Y
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from 195 to $19%5

POINSETTIA SPECIAL!

‘FRESH CUT FLOWERS
*ROSES-starting at *4°°

6" POT
4 BLOOMS AND

UP
RED,PINK OR
ITE ¢ 399

Large

FARMER JOHN’S

GREENHOUSE
26950 HAGGERTY ROAD
Y2 Mile South of 12 Mile

£T

583-7141 .4

selection of
Tropical Plants
on Display




