BA(F)

Monday, November 27, 1978

Travel agent aids veterans
in voyage to ‘over there’

By CRAIG PIECHURA

National news anchormen could be
excused for saying the World War 1
doughboys visiting France and Eng-
1and this month came all the way from
“‘Salt" Ste. Marie, Mich.

The mispronunciation was
insigni t compared to the inter-
national acclaim the 11 men in the
World War 1 Drum and Bugle Corps
received “‘over there” on the 60th
anniversary of the Armistice.

But the unsung hero behind the
h:os!a was Jerry Halloran of South-
field who runs Imacom Travel.

Contacted at home in “the Soo,”” the
corps’ commander Oral J. “Moose™
LaCombe said the Historic trip back to
England and France would not have
‘been possible without Halloran's help.

“We thought he did a wonderful,
wonderful job,” Moose said “Every
arrangement from start to finish
worked out beautifully. I think he did
more for that trip, as far as getting us
over there with the aid of the local fun-
draising committes, than anybody I
“can think of. He handled that part of it
very nicely.”

Halloran read a newspaper story in
September describing the problems
the Sault Ste. Marie fund drive was
having in drumming up funds to send
the World War I vets to Armentieres.

The bandsmen wanted to serenade
the mademoiselle mentioned in the
famous song about the city.

Without knowing where the addi-
tional money would came from, Hallo-
ran got on the phone that night and
contacted LaCombe, &, the com-
mander of the drum and bugle corps.
He told Moose LaCombe to have his
group pack up their troubles in their
old kit bag because they were going to
Europe as scheduled on a no-frills
tour.

THE FRILLS came later.

“I guaranteed him that even with
the money they had collected at that
time ($15,000) we could take 28 to 29
people to France and provide them
with transportation, hotels and at least
breakfast,” Halloran said.

Apparently more people than Hallo-
ran responded to the last minute plea
for funds. By the time the group of 11
bend members, ranging from the age
of 79 to 86, left Detroit Sunday, Nov. 5,
more than enough money had been
collected to send the old doughboys
“over there.” And hotels lowered
rates for the famous “Sammies."”

More than $30,00 was collected;
enough for a welfare fund to be estab-
lished for the future of drum and bugle
corps members.

Due to sickness or other obligations,
seven of the 18 surviving members of
the drum and bugle corps could not
meke the trip. But their colleagues
remembered them at every perform-
ance and the men staying home
wished the corps well before they left.

But the trip didn't just fall into
place. It was planned by Halloran with

the help of the French and British con-
suls in Detroit and the - American
embassy in France. . .
Halloran dipped into his own pocket
twice for two trips he took. The month
before the doughboys shoved off for
European shores, Halloran went to
Eurcpe to make arrangements with
government representatives and rep-
resentatives of the British and French

THAT’S WHEN Halloran got
discouraged.

“As far as the British government
and the British Legion went, nothing
was accomplished on that first trip I
made to firm up our schedule.”

He received a rather abrupt brush-
off from a spokesman for the Royal
British Legion stating that they were

vets at the Chelsea Hospital and per-
form a few tunes like “It's a Long Way
to Tipperary” for their compatriots.

They visited Rumnymede, site of the
Magna Carta signing. It is also the
home of President Jon F. Kennedy's
memorial.

They played ‘‘Mademoiselle from
Armentieres" in the town’s square and
placed a wreath at the tomb of the
unknown soldier in France. Deputy
Mayor Yves Plotkin invited the

ys to come back next year
when a statue honoring the mademoi-
selle is unveiled.

But the highpoint for many of the
doughboys was a sdemn visit to Oise-
Aisne American Cemetery near Fere-
en-Tardenois. A member of the Soo
contingent, Dominic Grego, was bur-
ied there. His brother, Jack, went on
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too busy to meet and greet their World  the trip and saw the grave for the first
War I allies when they arrived. time Nov. 12, The group's bus driver,

Frustrated with bureaucrats who  Brian King of England, played taps on
kept telling him the “didn't a ica after the paid
fit in with their prearranged plans or  their respects.

they'd never done things that way
before,” Hallcran took his cause to a
small British Legion branch in Wor-
cester Park Surrey, about 12 miles
from the London city limits.

“They were delighted that a group
from America, especially a group that
old, would help them observe- the
Armistice,” Halloran, himself a vet-
eran of World War IT and the Korean
War, said. “They even made arrange-
ments to have American beer waiting
for the men when they came to dinnér.

“The trip showed me how unco-
operative bureacrats can be and how
helpful people the world over are when
you're dealing with them in a people-
to-people type situation.”

ARRANGEMENTS WERE also
made in advance with the deputy
mayor of the town of Armentiere, who
loved the idea of performing

ySs.

From that point on, Halloran said,
every other detail fell into place and
press coverage became phenomenal,

With Halloran’s help, the vets were
able to meet 150 English World War I
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Continuous in-plant quality control
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beautiful, exciting, sensual, relaxing and healthful
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QUALITY TESTED,

before the label goes on|’

For 2,000 years people have
used the therapeutic action of very warm circulating waters to
reduce tension, improve circulation, soothe stiff aching mus-
cles, ease arthritic pain and for just plain fun. Now you can:
enjoy the benefits and pleasures of owning your own Spa. We
offer a large seleclion of carefree fiberglass tubs in a variety of *
decorator colors, shapes, sizes and prices. Manufactured by

Per Bag

Beware of inferior products that do not
have complete qualified testing results
printed on the bag.

on every -
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Aqua Star, a name you can trust. Stop in and visit our
showroom, or call. You'll be glad you did. P
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4'x6' Fiberglass Tub
with built-in lounge, heater
pump & motor, blower,
filter & fittings

Complete Package $1395%

['Molsture Absorp! Flame Reslstar

Free-standing Indoor Models
now available
Just Fantastic on a Cold Winter Night
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Simple-to-follow instructions make
installation easy

CALL: 425-8830 CALIL: 334-2531

28875 dJoy Rd. 1899 S. Telegraph

(3 blks. East Bloomfield
of Middlebelt} Hills
Westland.

 Where Buying Direct Means Savings To You, Store Hours: Mon thru Sat 9-9 Sunday 12.5




