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German bus

~angles ways

in suburbs

It looked like a cross between a bus
and a caterpillar 2s it wormed its way
across Maple and down Woodward
Avenue.

‘The accordian bus, as it came to be
called, impress impressed bus drivers
2nd dozens of passengers with its com-
fort and maneuverability while on a
brief visit to the Detroit area two
‘weeks ago.

At the invitation of the Southeastern
Michigan Transit Authority (SEMTA),
the West German prototype bus with
an accordian-like center spent four
days on the road in Wayne and Oak-
1and counties to see if it might be prac-
tical for Detroit area routes.

Developed by Fahrzevgwerkstatten
Falkenried GmbH, the bus is already
in use in several European cities, said
Joan Kolodziej, public affairs special-
ist for SEMTA.

“We wanted to see if it would be
pracitical in this area,” she said. “*We
found it can go anywhere that our
buses now go, but has the advantage of
more room. It has seating for 57 pas-
sengers, but with standing room it will
hold 170.”

SEMTA'’s 40 foot buses now accom-
odate a maximum of 8 passengers,
she noted.

Althouth SEMTA officials think the
bus might be ideal for its busier
routes, such as 2long Woodward Ave-
rue during peak hours, it would take
at least five years to get the buses on
the road, said Ms. Kolodziej.

**We have to go through an extensive
procedure to get projects funded.” she
said. “*And the bus isnt being manu-
factured here.™

While at the SEMTA terminal in
Troy, the bus was studied by officials
from General Motors of Canada who
might be interested in producing it,
shesaid,

During its four-dzy visit, the bus was
driven from a park and ride lot in
West Bloomfield through to Birming-
ham and downtown along Woodward
Avenve.

"Mml passengers seemed to like

" she s2id. “They thought it was
smoother ndlng The drivers liked it's
turning

Because it st in production in the
United States, cost estimates are
rough, she said. The nearest estimate
on'ils price tag is $140,000. The pro-

totype cost $500,000 to build because an assistant controller of the company
each part was handmade. in 1972, He was appointed assistant
treasurer in 1974.

SEMTA offidials are now awaiting a
report on the vehicle from the Urban
Mass Transit Administration before
considering whether it might be a

“ practical addition toits fleet.
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A view of Boston

Mrs. Hilary Elmagrabi, son Peter and daughter Nadia, of Farm-
ington Hills, were among recent visitors to John Hancock Observa-
tory, Boston. The Observatory is located on the 60th floor of the John
Hancock Tower, 740 feet ahove street level.

Anderson
promoted

J. Robert Anderson of Farmington
has been named president of
Ford Motor Co. Land Development
Corp.
He )omed Ford in 193 as a financial
analyst. After holding various finan-
cial management pesitions, he became

Anderson has a bachelor’s degree
from the University of South Carolina
and a mastér’s from Stanford Gradu-
ate School of Business.

Art-a~-Facts
WHEN THE ROMANS OVERTOOK THE GREEKS,
{ODUCED GRECIAN ART PIECES.

THE DIFFEHENCE IN THE ROMAN WORK
H&VéEVEH 'WAS THAT THEY ADDED THE FIG

Northwest Blue Print

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13A50 Farmington Rd {at Schoolcraft) Livonia
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Come to our special

ROCKWELL

Clinic

Saturday, December 2, 10 AM-2 PM

Big Savings
on Factory Discontinued Tools

These first quality tools are available on a
limited basis-shop early for the best selection.

Save up
to 1/3

PLUS

Model 4571

lockwell 744" Circular Saw
Powerful 10.0 amp, 2 hp motor with fast SEOOrpm cunlng
speed. Ball bearing construction. Accurate depth
annle adjustment scales. Ground and polished blads
Large, retracting lever. Wrap around bass, High-impact

10% OFF

-Rockwell Power Tools
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Ferndale 399-7000 Faymond K. Rubiner
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John Wilson,

Community Relations Manager
Rovyal Oak, offers you this
telephone tip:

ATw
"Two-Party Budget
Service may help you save
money on your phone bill’

Two-Party Budget Service is especially designed for people with fixed
incomes, such as retirees. For a low monthly charge* you would share
atwo-party line and have an allowance of 44 local calls a month. Extra
local calls you make are only 5.1¢ each. This is about the lowest-cost
phone service in the country. If you think Two-Party Budget Service
might be what you need, just call your Michigan Bell Business Office
and talk to a service representative about it.

*Plus rural zane charges where applicable.

Michigan Bell...
people who enjoy serving people

Michigan Bell

ADLER/SCHNEE

Now in the Somerset Mall

The name you remember
for the special & the fine.

Giftware ® Dinnerware ® Glassware ® Gourmet
kitchen ® The esoteric.

The Class of ‘79.

huuslng Double insulated, UL listed. Model 4571

'ss

in stock during sale
Sale ends Dec. 9, 1978 All Prices C & C

A, SMITTH et Somtes

+ (Your HWI Link to Value) *
28575 GRAND RIVER (near 8 Mile) &= &
4746610 or 535-8440

. .. Monday — Saturday 10amto 9 pm, Sunday Noon ti 5 pm- .
" in Somerset Mall

-649-5710

MON.-FRI. 7.
SAT. 7-4: 30




