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'Shoplifting stings retailers and other shoppers

By JACKIE KLEIN

Millions of dollars leave Southfield
stores from late November through
December each year, but not in
armored cars.

That's the value of merchandise
ripped off by the sick, the needy and
the greedy. An estimated one of 10
customers are shoplifters, according
1o Southfield police. As much as 20 per
cent of all merchandise goes this
route.

Shoplifting is up 12 per cent the first
nine months of this year compared to
the same 1977 period, police statistics
show. Best defense against the crime
is for store persomel to be observant
and stay with the customer, especially
if he or she appears suspicious,
according to members of Southfield's
Crime Prevention Bureau.

Merchants are advised by police to

are apprehended and prosecuted. If
pity is shown to the elderly, pregnant
and impoverished, the larceny rate is
higher, Emotional factors influence
incidents of shoplifting, law enforce-
ment officers agree.

“Department stores create thieves
and lure customers with ads and dis-
oplays,” Feder once said at a police-
merchant seminar on shoplifting .
“Shoplifting is impulse compounded
by internal and external ‘stimuli and
the thrill of getting something for

ol
Felonious intent may include car-
rying stolen goods from one depart-
ment to the other, not necessarily out
of the store, Feder said. Value isn’t an
element in larceny from a building.
Many defendants arraigned for shop-
litting are indigents represented by
court appointed attormeys in South-
field. Most are first offenders who are

be wary of in

clothes, carrying unlatched umbrellas
or boxes from other stores or crouch-
ing behind counters,

The term “shaplifting” actually
refers to the crime of larceny in a
building, a four-year felony. Mer-
chants and employees can make citi-
zen arrests and seek warrants in fel-
ony cases if they've seen the crime
committed.

Through plea bargaining, if the
offender pleads guilty to a lesser

e than larceny in a building, the
case can be disposed of as a shop-
lifting misdemeanor in district court.

SHOPLIFTING is an intriguing phe-
nomenon more constant and predict-
able than most violations, said 46th
District Court Judge Norman Feder.
Yet the offense has long been a thorn
in the sides of law enforcement offi-
cers in Southfield. _

Police contend shoplifting is less
common in states where all offenders

placed on

The average shoplifter is between
the ages of 19 and 22, female, and
middleclass, Feder said. Young first
offenders from 17 to 21 years old make
up less than 109 per cent of violators.
They generally are placed on six
months probation.

MOST OFFENDERS, according to
Dale Chrysler, probation director for
the 46th District Court in Southfield,
are upper or middle class white
women who can well afford the items
they steal.

stick from enticing store counters.
“Sticky Fingers™ looks like any cus-
tomer including the little old lady with
the ever-ready change purse.

How does a shoplifter bilk a store-
owner of merchandise valued between
$2 and $3,000 in one looting spree? How
does he or she get away with expen-
sive watches, jewelry, leather and
suede coats? How do they palm little
things and stuff them in their pockets?

There are numerous techniques—
devious, ingenious of simple. Shopping
center tenants in Southfield have
learned a few through a documented
film called “Sticky -

The film warns merchants to keep
expensive items in well-secured nooks
and crannies. “Sticky Fingers” may
shove prize pickings in empty boxes if
tempting items are displayed on
counters. .

ONE SHOPPER put a special cage
under her matemity top to appear
pregnant. Another carried a “booster”
shopping bag filled with old, wrinkled
bags, the better to stock with
merchandise.

Another woman in the film wore a
girdle, three or four*sizes too large.
She covered that with a loose dress
and coat to slip merchandise under
when she ran out of girdle room.

A successful technique is called
“erotching™ in *‘Sticky Fingers” jar-
gon. That means placing merchandise
between the thighs.

Dressing rooms are commeon areas
to conceal stolen goods. An employee
counting garments taken into the
rooms must be one step ahead of the
shoplifter.

Other devices include ticket switch-

ing, but most merchants have solved
that problem with adhesive price tags
that tear apart.

Employees are advised to watch
customers with rapidly moving eyes
and to be courteous and attentive to
potential shoplifters to deter them
from lifting merchandise. The film
Suggests merchants avoid high piles of
\m‘g for “Sticky Fingers” to crouch

T

The use of mirors in stores and
television cameras take away the
hopli prime i

privacy.

Trained shopping center personnel
are the only ones in the state licensed
to make misdemeanor arrests in sus-
pected shoplifting cases. Security
guards are retained to protect prop-
erty and prevent crime. Retailers call

on them for assistance, but guards
can't act if the suspect is gone and
maybe dumped the merchandise in a
trash container.

When a merchant decides to prose-
cute a suspect for larceny, he must
notify Southfield police. But police say
security personnel in stores and park-
ing lots won’t keep the pros and semi-
pros from stealing. It's the merchant's
responsibility to train employees to
keep an eye on customers and see that
Suspects are prosecuted after all ele-
ments of the crime have been
obtained.

. .

“Sticky Fingers” is one of an army
of shoplifters. One teenager stole a

k on how to steal by Abbie Hoff-
man. An amputee stole $300 worth of
merchandise and stuffed it in his
empty trouser leg.

THE DIFFERENCE IN THE ROMAN

525-1990

Art-a-~-Facts

WHEN THE ROMANS OVERTOOK THE GREEKS,
THEY REPRODUCED GRECIAN ART SEEES.

Wi
HOWEVER, WAS THAT THEY ADDED THE FIG
LEAF.

Northwest Blue Print

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13450 Farmington Rd.(at Schoolcraft) Livonia

isa il , social
phenomenon from which Southfield is
in no way spared, Chrysler said. The
city is a shopping community which
fosters a high percentage of larceny ,
e said.

In any event, shoplifting is a hole in
the pockets of consumers who pay for
what the retailer loses.

“Sticky Fingers” snatches more
than candy bars and $2 tubes of lip-

Students make gains
In assessment tests

Walled Lake School
District students who
took the Michigan
Educational Assessment
Test this past fall have
made gains in their
scores in both reading
and mathematics.

Data from the tests
have been retumed to
the school district from
the state department of

ing seventh graders of
1978 outscored the 1977
entering seventh graders
in terms of their attain-
ment of the reading and
math objectives meas-
ured through the Mich-
igan Educational Assess-
ment Battery.

*The Proportions
Report provided by the
Michi B d

cent of the reading objec-
tives in 1977, 763 per
cent of their counter-
parts in 1978 mastered
the same proportion of
objectives.

*The percentage of
entering seventh graders
mastering 75-100 per cent
of the math objectives in
1977 was $6.4 per cent.

education, according to
Sami Alam, director of
grants and testing for the
disrict,hwhich encom-
passes the western por-
tion of West Bloomfield
and the northwest sec-
tion of Farmington Hills.
The results reveal:
eWalled Lake’s enter-
ing fourth graders of 1978
outscored their counter-
parts of 1977 in terms of
mastery of the reading
and mathematics objec-

Assessment Programs
show that district-wide,
the percentage of enter-
ing fourth graders
achieving 75-100 per cent
of the reading objectives
has shown an increase
from 61.8 per cent to 67.7
per cent this year. The
percentage of entering
fourth graders attaining
75100 per cent of the
math objectives also has
increased from 77.1 per
cent last year to 81.7 per

The p ge of sev-
enth graders mastering
the same proportion of
math objectives in 1978
was §7.5 per cent.
Statewide data on the
performance of Michigan
youngsters has not yet
been published. Alam is
presently compiling an
analysis of the test data
as it relates to the per-
formance of fourth and
seventh graders in the
Walled Lake District.
Alam is scheduled to

tives assessed t! cent this year. release his findings at

the Michigan Education *While 76.1 per centof  the December meeting of

Assessment Program. the entering seventh gra-  the Walled Lake Board of
*Walled Lake's enter-  ders mastered 75100 per  Education.
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December - when you
can use them the most!

"20% 1 50% Off

¢ Van Heusen Dress Shirts
* Wembley Ties e All Weather Coals
Men's & Women's Leather Coats

January bargains in

e

Stanley Blacker Blazers Reg.*110. $88%)
Suits Reg. 135 ... 599 ®

. Open Thurs
We'll teach you ‘il 9 p.m
Y how to ski
"> RIGHT W
| and left &
[ii Ages 7-70 av

Mountaineer Ski School

851-4240
29572 Orchard Lake Rd.  Farmington Hills
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NICK BG$

FLORBIST

27570 W. Seven Mile o Livonia
! 531-1674

21015 Farmington Rd.
Farmington—8 Center

Laoking for money to

fied Ads.

BEFORE CARVING a turkey or ham let
the meat stand for twenty or thirty min-
utes, The meat will slice easier and thinner.

kil ~read the Observer & Eccentric Classi-

YAMAHA KEYBOARD WORLD 7

help with the meat

DAILY

Dress

. Pant

Ut

$1 5oo

Sun. 12-5

358-1980

FREE EAR PIERCING

with purchase of 14kt gold Ball Earrings

Sun. Dec. 3rd from 12-5

29665 Northwestern at Inkster
Mon.-Sat. 10-5 Thurs. & Fri. 10-9

478-8750
Farmington

Madge-lyn’s

By Popular Demand!
Repeat of our fabulous

2 .1

Thurs., Fri,, Sat. only. Nov. 30, Dec. 1 & 2

Buy 1 pair & get your second pair free! You
pay for the higher priced punt.

Just North of 8 Mile

Shop

10

PRE-HOLIDAY

PIANO-ORGAN SALE

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OR LAY-AWAY

10-9 « SAT. 10-6 » SUN. 12-5

%40

NEW

Sale

GRANDS,

OFF REGULAR PRICES

TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON

PIANQS usa

CONSOLES, UPRIGHTS & SPINETS

e ORGANS useo

YAMAHA, BALDWIN, HAMMOND,
LOWREY, THOMAS, KIMBALL

Sale Ends Vou. 26
Financing rvadtalle

YAMAHA KEYBOARD WORLD 7
35164 MIGHIGAN AVE. « WAYNE, MICHIGAN +729-2220)

-Fine Men's Wear
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Meets stringent current Federal
Specifications HH-1-515-C and
ASTM C-739-77 standards.

QUALITY IS CONSUMER
PROTECTION

Continuous in-plant quality control
and testing. UL "FOLLOW UP"
Service.

QUALITY TESTED
before the label goes onl:

Beware of inferior products that do not
have complete qualified testing results

ALLIE BROS

20331 Middlebelt - Livonia
{2 blks. South of 8 Mile)
477-4434
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on every

Open:
Mon, Thurs & Fri til 8:30
Tues & Wed 9-5:30, Sat 9-4. Sun 12-4

fealuring bag printed on the bag. :
Frances Hirsch *UNDERWRITERS LABORATORIES INC.® H
FASHION CLASSIFIED LOOSE FiLL MATERIAL
<" WATCHES Gortt ot Ore 01,

roe
Fire Hazard Classlficalion (Based On 100 For Untreated Red
0ak) 2.40 Lb. Density)

Flame Spread

Fuel Contribul

Smake Develope

Wihen exumined in sccorcance with he moth
€735 lor Gunsity. Thermal Resisunce, Montare A

Conoth

17 jewel movement
$48 o $60

® Act lll & Garland Sportwear
« Trolley Car Dresses

* Julie Miller Missy Dresses
* Ship ‘n Shore Blouses

* Mastercratt Jewelry

P.O.P. (Pay One Price)
Sunday Family
Dinner Buffet from 2-8pm

Featuring: Roast Beef Carved al the Buifet Table, Polish Sausage,
Mashed Potato, Chicken Gravy, Fried Chicken, Sweet Potato,

toligwing were delermined:

Density
Thermat Rusistance. .
Maisture Absorption .
Odor Emission

Starch Content

$475

Per Bag

IFIED BUILDING MATEAIALS INDEX

'AUTHORIZED DEALER

iz

©~ INSULATIO

Vegetable Dujour, Dressing, Salad, Pasta, Relishes, Fresh Baked

Covers 26 sq. Ft.

Breads and Butter 6" Thick 6" =R22

Adults 5.90 Children under 1032.90
Price Includes TAX and TIP, a Glass
of POP for kids, a Glass of WINE
ora Glass of BEER for the adults.
{cocktails are exira)
DISCO DANCING 8 p.m.- 2 a.m.
MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR'S EVE
RESERVATIONS EARLY

PricesC & C
Sale Ends 12-9

Noble’s ‘Suburb.
Shops an

1l for Reservations Atfiated weh Pontiac Busines nsituie Fesmington
459 - FAAMINGTON OXFORD
We are kocsied on Man Street South of Ann Arbor Trail In Downtown 24801 Grand River
Phyraouth. ‘Woridwide Cener 5 South Washington
P340 16281557




