Judge issues gag order

Trial delayed for cripple who says police beat him

‘The trial of a paraplegic who says he
was beaten by two Livonia police offi-
cers was adjourned Monday by
vaoma 16th District Judge James E.

The judge simultaneously issued a
gag order barring parties involved in

the case from discussing the

proceedings.

John S. Stroia, 23, faces charges of
resisting " arrest stemming from an
incident Sept, 12

He said Livonia officers William
Bryant and Ronald Kugler beat him

Your sweet potato gift

“Will your ladyship have a sweet

" potato pie? ‘Tis a stirring good dish for

an old lady after a long Lent."”
—Beaumont and Fletcher

Sweet potatoes have long been
known as a love-inspiring food. Not
only have they been believed to have
an aphrodisiac effect when eaten, but
it has been said that just keeping a
sprouted sweet potato in your home

when they tried to arrest him on a two-
year-old bench warrant.

The jury selection was scheduled to
take place last Monday. The trial had
been set for a later date, .

However, Judge Mies, with the.
approval of the ‘defense and prose-

\
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cuuon counsels, adjourned the selec-
tion until Jan. 23, At that time both the
Jury selection and tria) will take take place.

The judge issued a gag order after
adjoummg the case. It prohibits par-
ties mvolved from discussing the case

may be an aphrodisiac

will stick up above it in the light,
allowing the leaves to grow.

A small beer stein, coffee mug or
teacup on a saucer might make an
attractive container, and one that
would be useful long after the potato
itself is discarded.

Choose a sweet potato of appropriate

sprayed to retard sprouting. Your pro-
duce salesperson can tell you if it has.

Wash it well and place it in the con-
tainer you have chosen, Fill the con-
tainer with water to the beim and
place it on a window sill. Be sure to
keep it watered at all times. You will
be surprised at the rapid growth of the
beautiful green foliage.

with anyone other than law enforce-
ment officials or witriesses.

Judge Mies said that in order to
ensure Stroia of his first amendment
Tight to a fair trial, the jury should be
chosen with the trial immediately fol-
lowing the selection, to avoid pre-trial
publicity.

Both Stroia’s attorney. Canton

Township trustee Robert Greenstein,
and Robert Brzezinski, the assistant
uly attorney of Livonia who is prose-

cuting the case, agrend to the adjourn-
ment and the gag order.

“1t is not an attempt to prevent the
media from releasing information
regarding the case. It just prevents the _
parties involved forrn discussing it,”
Judge Mies said.

“The defendant hzis the right to a
fan- lnal and the jury has the right to

up their own minds without
bemg conlused by what they may hear
or read,” he added.

He said case law permits the order,
and that the court has the authority to
do anything in its power to ensure a
fair trial.

When. Stroia’s charges of a beating
first surfaced several weeks ago,
Livonia Mayor Edward McNamara
said he would avoid comment about
the case until after the trial is
concluded.

However, Police Chief Robert
Turner denied the defendant’s claims.

Stroia said he was approached by
officers while he was in his wheelchair
near his former Livonia duplex on
Farmington Road. south of Plymouth
Road.

He said officers ‘beat him with a
flashlight, threw him in the back of a
patrol car and manhandled him at the
police station.

Strola was arrested for resisting
arrest on the bench warrant, stemm-
ing from a previous traffic ticket.

size, and make certain it has not been

will put these who live there ina more
mellow

With Christmas less than a month
away, you may wish to think about
giving a sweet potato, in one form or
another, to someone you love. ,

1t is not too late to start one sprout-
ing into a beautiful green plant to give
on 2.
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TO DO THIS, choose an attractive
container in which to place your
potato. It should be opaque, to encour-
age the roots to grow faster, and small
emough so that the top of the potato
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