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Convincing

make thriller success

By HELEN ZUCKER

Don't wait to get tickets to The Birmingham
Village Player's production of “Wait Until Dark.”

The scary, suspense-filled drama by Frederick
Knott is in good hands at The Playhouse on Hunter
and Chestunut. The production can be seen on
Friday and Saturday.

Don Jackson as Mike Talman, the con artist who
stops short of killing, is not only believable, but
likeable. He's the man who has somehow fudged
everything, who has never really gotten a handle
on a solid trade.

He lives off his wits and what wits he has. The
viewer gets the feeling that Talman is 2 man who

have run a corporation if he had edged into
the mainstream instead of hobnobbing around with
society’s dregs.

Jackson doesn’t miss a beat nor does he forget
any of the considerable amount of dialogue.

Jim August is adroit as Sgt. Carlino, Talman's
con artist sidekick. August’s Carlino is a cruder
version of the man who lives on society's fringes,
who gets by on shady deals, fast shuffles, and
dubious *jobs." He's quicker with brass knuckles
and slower on thought, but very god at following
orders. .

August and Jackson play off each other nicely.
‘The first time the two hoods meet again, having
both been in jail, they circle each other warily,
suspicious of each other, of the phone cali that has
summoned them both to the Greenwich Village
basement apartment, of the world in general. But
they quickly establish rapport. They understand
the “rules" of the underground society they live
in. They try to help each other out of the nasty
spot Harry Roat puts them in.

JOHN UNRUH is creepy as Harry Roat, Jr. and
S He speaks in a fluy, sadistic whine. When
Unruh demands that all weapons be thrown on the
table,—then flicks open his own switchblade,
“Geraldine,”, and announces prissily: “I cannot
negotiate in an atmosphere of mistrust,” a shiver
runs through the audience. Unruh creates a hor-
rifying portrait of a sicko—a man with no con-
science at all. In his search for the missing doll
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stabbed by the blind girl in the dark, crawls across
the floor, and, literally rising from the dead—
grabs at the girl’s ankle. The audience, on opening
night, rose in their seats, and screamed for a
minute.

LYNNE MARTHEY as Susy Hendrix is wonder-
ful. She’s fresh, and believably in love with her
husband, who will not let her be crippled by her
Blindness. The closing line of the play, “She can
manage,” is an understatement.

Trapped in the apartment with two petty thieves
and a murderer, Ms, Marthey creates a Susy who
Tises to an incredible occasion. The girl uses every
sense she has to its fullest, and in the process
befriends a hostile teen-ager and turns her into a
helpful ally.

Jayne Lowman as Gloria, the hard little twerp
who lives upstairs, turns in a fine, sh ed
performance. She looks a bit older than 12, but not
much, and her gestures are so right, her observa-
tions so true to the quick observations of an
intelligent, slightly-sour, bounced-around teen-ager
that she fairly takes your breath away.

Ms. Lowman gives us a Gloria who resents
everyone but her hero, Sam; who is vulerable
beneath the wisecracks; who is exactly the sort of
kid who would give her all in a real adventure;
who would wait all night in the Port Authority bus
siation if necessary, who emerges as an okay kid
despite her looney parents,

Larry Sweet is fine as San Hendrix, the husband
who loves his Susy enough to make her work hard
at being “'super blind.” Even he seems stunned at
his success when he arrives with the police at the
final mopping up.

Skip Pobst and John Reddy as the cops who
come on in keystone style are believable members
of “New York’s Finest.”

The set by Ann Bellinson is terrific. It looks like
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Troupe plans holiday show

T Smiles Children’s

g present the holiday clas-  company.

si, Night Before Christ- Tickets wil
mas," Sat; ly, Dec. 2at 11 am. and

2 pm. in the Black Sheep Repertory

Theatre. The Black
This traditional holiday poem by

Clement C. Moore is given special

treatment by the Traveling Smiles
or may be reserved by calling 428-9280
or 428.9287. Group rates are available.

is located just 15 minutes off I-94 on M-
52 South in Manchester.

11 be available at the daor

Sheep Repertory Theatre

DISCOUNT SNOWMOBILE
CLOTHING

One of the largest selections of Raven and Midwest suifs in
the area. From chikds 3 and adulis 5X. We carry longs.
Thers's boats, helmets, gkives and hats. We carry every-
thing you need 1o play in the snow at low prices.

WEEKEND SPECIALS
Fri. & Sat. Dec. 1 & 2 ONLY

$5Df|mlalma¢ylawn’basm!n{adlﬂl

Micwest Ra it bib
Mt or Raven one piece suit or : FREE 4
Pair of Beckers

discontinued snowmobiles.

FARMINGTON HILLS 477-02

We have the most complete line of parts in the area for new and

30717 WEST 10 MILE ROAD

Hours: Mon. 8-8 Tues.-Frl. 8-6 Sat. 9-4
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These are pleasant, ¢ Ble,
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28301 Franklin Rd., Southfield

ING TIME.

Community

secure places to live,

e me BeEE INSTALL A T-VENT RECOVERY
120 g% sitmrsd SYSTEM AND REDUCE YOUR
R e R b e s o, HEATING BILLS 20 to 30%

OR MONEY BACK .

Unlon Carbide Ol 310 case
SALE Sl?l%a%ars.e from ‘2.50;)alr
Rupp covers 317.95
RECREATIONAL LEISURE CORP. T-vent is a major modification to your furnaces combustion and exhaust system.

T-vent is a new design draft hood with a built in baffle partition which creates a
perfect heat trap in that heat
slowed down but never stopped. 534971- tax and permit installed.

* SAVES 30% MORE THAN FLUE DAMPERS, GUARANTEED

* QUALIFIES FOR FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

¢ SLOWED DOWN EXHAUST FLOW ALLOWS HEAT
EXCHANGER TO ABSORB THREE TIMES MORE HEAT

* NO MOVING PARTS TO BREAK OR MALFUNCTION

= ATTACHES TO GAS FURNACES & BOILERS OF ALL SIZES

¢ DESIGN CERTIFIED BY AMERICAN GAS ASSQCIATION

/

resists downhill motion. The exhaust flow is

* BURNER IS ABLE TO HEAT UP FURNACE IN % USUAL BURN- |.

- YOUR BIGGEST GAS
' GUZZLER IS PARKED
. IN'YOUR BASEMENT

e OVER 5,000 INSTALLED

“The energy you save is everyone’s.

Parts

Furnace -

YET
Each resident has the complete privacy of a one or two bedroom The dollars you save are Your ows.

apariment and two full meals in an elegant restaurant. Organized
activifies are available. There is socializing in the lounges. Trans-
portation and maid service is furnished.

soo: :lvgss A limited number of apariments are
good fou i
ood friends now available for occupancy.

come enjoy life with us at...;
a1

HOURS: Daily & Sunday
10:00 a.m. 10 4:00 p.m.
{313)383-2810° -~ -
From $600 per mo.

oistued by: Detroit Heating Controls, Inc.
17220 West Eight Mile Road Building B
Southfield, Michigan 48075 559-5050
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