Actor’s Ensemble

Cranbrook grads

form theater group

Several former Cranbrook students
who studied the performing arts
together in high school have recently
found themselves working together

the company.
Green and Kanter developed the
ensemble- idea while working under

again in a slightly more
capacity.

Daniel Kanter and B. David Green,
who were co-presidents of the Cran-

brook theatrical society, Ergasterion, -

decided to continue their association at
the University of Michigan by found-
ing a company known as The Actor’s
Ensemble.

To help them they called on many
old Cranbrook students and Ergaste-
rion members, also at U of M, such as
Michael A. Cooper, Kay Carney, Susan
Gratch, Elizabeth Gratch, Lawrence

. Schrenk, Fred Noon, Jerry Kanter and
Michael Bacher.

They found other Birminghamites
willing to assist, including Philip Sie-
gel, Susan Holtzman and Laura Hitt,
formerly of Sezholm, and Vicki
Kirschner of Detroit Country Day.

THE ACTOR'S ENSEMBLE oper-
ates by using a closeknit, freely com-
municating company to develop good
rapport on stage. The members, who
are selected through a process of
intensive auditions and interviews,
participate fully in the management of

Charles Geroux, chairmen of the Cran-
brook F ing Art

This season, The Actor's Ensemble
is a2ttempting its most ambitious proj-
ect ever, Eugene Ionesco’s absurdist
co . “Machett.”

Although Green and Kanter pre-
sented “An Evening of Jonesco™ while
at Cranbrook, they believe this produc-
tion is far more difficult, chiefly
because of its Shakespearean
overtones.

Slightly deviating from Shake-
speare’s ‘“‘Macbeth,”” ‘*Macbett”
emphasizes senseless 2trodities of
war, the corruptive influence of
power, and the cydical nature of his-
tory, while it lampoons everyone from
Shzkespeare to former President
Richard Nixon.

“"Macbett” will be performed at the
Arena Theatre in the Frieze Building
(corner of State and Washington) on
the University of Michigan campus. It
will run Wednesday-Sunday, with all
performances beginning at 8 p.m.

General admission tickets are on
sale at the Michigan Union and at the
door. For more information, call ticket
central, 763-2071.
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Fontaine Laing will be the guest
artist with the Pontiac-Oakland
Symphony, Friday, Dec. 1 at 8
p-m. at Varner Hall, Oakland Uni-
versity. Ms. Laing, who has her
master’s degree in music from the
University of Michigan, will play
the Schumann Concerto for Piano
and Orchestra in A minor, opus 54.
Ms. Laing is now studying with
Flavio Varani at Oakland Univer-
sity and bas performed at Brunch
with Bach. She is a member of the
Detroit Chamber Artists Quartet
and Tuesday Musicale. Tickets
will be available at the door or by
gumng the symphony office, 334-
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Ringsley Inn
HOTEL
Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,

headed by Mr, Frank and Mr. Fekay, will personally
oversee all arrangements and details.

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400

564-5144
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CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
*EXOTIC COCKTAILSe
Carry-outs on Chinese Food
CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM3 PM
JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2 PR
DINNERS 5-9:30 PM FRI & SAT tif 1030 PM
Closed Mondays .
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An actor rehearses for the children’s musical, “Seat.” Cogtumed
actors will perform some of the play’s songs at a BLoomfield Hills
School Districe presentation Dec. 4. :

427-3171

Tues., Wed., Thurs. and Sun Only

Professional theater has arrived in
Bloomfield Hills' schools.

This fall, professional directors
Taffy Jones and Brenda McDonal

the WhistleStop Crildren’s

‘Theatre, have been working with stu-
dents and teachers on the production
of “Scat™,

A special slide presentation on the

will sing some of the songs from the
show.

‘The Whistle-Stop Children's Theatre
*{ will be in residence at Booth Elemen-
tary School starting the second week
of Janaury. Tryouts for that produc-
tion will be held at 9:30 am., Satur-
day, Dec. 16. “Scat” will be in resi-
dence at Hickory Grove Elementary
School in February and again at Vaug-

School district hosts
in-residence theater

han Elementary Schoo! in the spring.

Taffy Jones wrote, directed and pro-
duced the musical. Brenda McDonald
wrote the music and lyrics and directs
the large chorus for “Scat.” Shelia
Deviin is the musical arranger and
accompanist. Other staffers include:
Betty Appleton (dance choreogra-
pher), Becea Smith (artist), Calvin
Boulter (photograpter), Troy Frever
(percussion) and David Barnett (tech-
nical advisor).

Children in the program leam all
phases of the theater. They participate
in everything from costumes to stage
managing. The entire school takes
part in the project.

Dorothy Norton, principal of Conant
Elementary School, will present some
conclusions’ about the artists in-resi-
dence program at Conant during the
Dec. 4 program.

Stagecrafters to conduct
drama mini-workshop

‘The Stagecrafters will conduct a”
free workshop on Saturday, Dec. 2at 1
pm. at the Stagecrafters Playhouse,
176 Bowers in Qlawson.

‘The workshop will cover what hap-
pens behind the scenes in theater. It

.directing, in preparation for future
productions with the youth theater

group.

Auditions for “Punch and Judy,” a
slapstick musical comedy adapted
from the classic puppet show, will be

% held the following Saturday. Additional
o information about tryouts will be

available at the Dec. 2 meeting.

The play’s director will be on hand
1o answer questions and offer tips for
auditioning. “Punch and Judy" will be
presented at the Community House in
Birmingham on Jan. 20.

The meeting is open to young people
and adults. Adult assistance is fre-

areas. Stagecrafter membership is
open to students aged 1217,

For additional information, call
Jackie Janney at 547-5990,
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We invite you to experience dining at its
finest. Our menu is designed to satisfy
o your unique taste with the finest of foods.
& For exquisite dining in a gracious atmos-
phere, be our guest.
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¢ Soup & Salad Bar Included With Every Entree.
* Chef's Specials Nightly!
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Midnight Ride
Celebrate New Year's Eve in an ambience exclusively
Hyatt. Call 593-1234 for reservations and details.
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