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Judges get grant to

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

“What do you say to a child who
Tuns away?” asks one of the songs
from the Broadway musical
“Runaways."

Ozkland County Juvenile - Court
judges and officials ask the same ques-
tion. Their answers aren't a Ppanacea
for the national problem of Tunaways,

but they qualified the county for a-

$117,000 federal grant.

That grant will finance nine full-time
counselors and six short-term foster
homes around the county,

YOUNG RUNAWAYS— mostly ada-
lescents who flee their homes and fam-
ilies. are a problem in Oakland
County. Status offenders, children who
have run away from home or school,
but have committed no crimes,
accounted for 25 per cent of the juve-
nile court’s business last year.

In many instances, according to
Juvenile ,Court Judge Eugene Moore
and stalus offender program super-
visor Charles Ludwig, these children
are sent to Oakland County’s Chil-
dren’s Village. a general institution for
the county's youthfu! troublemakers.

Instead, they want to funnel the chil-
dren into foster homes, They label the
bomes “cooling off" places, sites
where the children will be away from
the problems that caused them to run
away. ‘

In the meantime, the nine casewor-
kers will work to solve the problems
within the family,

WHEN IT COMES to status offen-
ders. Ludwig said, the juvenile court
system works in reverse. The children
have committed no crime other than
running away from a situation which

“feeling of hopelessness and they just

they can no longer tolerate, he said.

“All of a sudden the system says,
‘You're the guilty one,’ when in fact,
the situation has 1o be looked at much
closer.™

In many instances the runaways are
sent to Children’s Village. Officially it
is called “detention.”

When children are “‘detained,” Lud-
wig said, they become angry—with
their family, the cowt system and
themselves. .

“If the youngster's angry,” the pro-
gram supervisor said, “‘puiting him
into a situation where other kids are
angry isn't going te help matters.
When he's moved to Childrens Vil-
lage, he’s meeting 2 conglomerate of
youngster's with the same reactions.

“Put them all together and some-
thing’s bound to rub off," he said.

TO KEEP THEM out of Children's
Village. Ludwig and Moore hope to
sidetrack the runaways into tempo-
rary foster care homes.

~1t’sa way of giving us some time to
work with the child and the parent,”
Ludwig said.

“We try to show the parents that
time is on their side and that the situa-
tion isn’t totally hopeless," he added.

“Sometimes they get this terrible

their children back, some children
similarly refuse to go back.

Officials said sometimes the runa-
ways' refusals are not without good
reason. Some runaways are neglected,

beaten or sexually abused. One prose-
cutor said a majority of all runaways

X were abused in some way.
While county workers aim for a
reconciliation, it is the foster parents
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Another problem, Ludwig said, is
money. Most foster parents don't
expect to make 2 financial killing, but
in an inflation-conscious society few
people are willing to take on that
added

who shoulder the of
being a temporary home to the
homeless.

“'Most runaways have very low self-
respect. They don't like themselves,
They think “that others don't like
them,” Moore said,

‘“The foster parent can be a positive
adult figure. He shows the kid a person
he can model himgel after,” he
added.

WHAT IS NEEDED, Ludwig said, is
time. “We don't want you to be a psy-
chiatrist or a psychologist. We just
want foster parents to be patient,” he

said.
Thus far, Oakland juvenile court has
-'m)%i ﬁ,‘;i?rNEamonE had problems recruiting foster par-

ents. The program has only one foster
tome in tow and status offenders con-
tinue to be sent to Children's Village,
One problem is that many pros]
tive foster parents are not interested
in parenting teenagers. Most status
offenders are i5and 16 years old.

don’t want to have anything to do with
their child,” he said.

THE GOAL OF cownty caseworkers
is to reunite the child with his family.
Ludwig said they try to tell the parent,
“Don't give up totally.”

County workers have succeeded in
reuniting 60 per cent of the 195 fami-
lies with which they have worked since
May. .

While many parents refuse to take
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Saks
Fifth Avenue’s
Christmas

Store Hours

For your Christmas

shopping convenience,

we'll be open in Detroit

on weekdays and Saturdays,
from 9:30 a.m. till 5:30 p.m.;

in Troy, open weekdays and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. till 9 p.m,
plus Sundays now through
December 24th from

12 p.m. till 5 p.m.

A5l ennee

+ Saks Fifth Avenue, Detroit, Second at Lothrop
Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge.

Tuesday,

tovep youwith

ieceive prompt attention:
1571 Woodward Ave.
Plione 954-2301

Detroir, 46220
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BOARDROOM

Open Monday, Thursday, Friday il 9
Wednesday, Saturday "t 5:30 p.m.
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Your decoratng provems.

Use our £ Pay Plan (nowserest)

The juvenile court's new federally-
funded program, however, attempts to
minimize the financial impact. Not
only will foster parents be reimbursed
for daily expenses, they will also
receive weekly payments whether or
ot they have a child living with them.

Ludwig said the compensation was
necessary because he asks that the
foster parents be willing to take a
child into the their homes any time,
day or night.

EVEN THOUGH Ludwig tries to
minimize his reliance on altruism as a
motivating factor, it is still the back-
bone of the appeal for mare fostef
care volunteers.

Instead of asking people to be self-
less, Christian or just neighborly, Lud-
Wwig informs prospective foster parents
that their experiences in the program
will help prepare them for careers in
other child care-related fields.

In some cases, he said, this program
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cope with teen runaways

might meet the needs of some families
who have no children.

*Some people want to be mothers or
parents for only a while. The rest of
the time they're looking for something
different,” Ludwig said.

B’ham seniors
off to Hawaii

Birmingham Parks and Recreation
Department . will sponsor a trip to
Hawait for senior citizens Apeil 1429,

The trip costs $985 per persmn for
double occupancy and includes round
trip transfers to the airport, jet flights
via United Airlines, a traditional lei
greeting in Honolulu, 13 nights hotel

i tips and sightseei

tours.

For further information or reserva-
tions call Linda York, 645-0731, at the
Birmingham Ice Arem, 2300 E. Lin-
coln, Birmingham. -

nia Hoisse Galleries

LA-Z-BOY

Reclina-Rockers
Swivel Rockers
-Wall-Recliners

25% orr

Entire La-Z-Boy Stock

Immediate delivery

STEWART GLENN CO.
“YOUR FULL SERVICE STORI
< hos o extra charge for

* Coreful Inspection and Set-up
* Courtenus Delivery Service
* Generous Storeside Parking

Christmas riches...
of pure, precious
14K gold! Here, from

chains to light her
wrist, *60. Fashion
Jewelry Collections,
Street Floor.

~

We are all the
things you are...
gifts just right for you

P and M, three slender

Chamy: everything you like about suede,
with none of the drawbacks. The luxurious
feel. The subtle highlights and shadows. The
elegant softness. The rich appearance. Chamy
matches them all. And adds a pleasant plus:
it's a snap to clean and take care of, The sport
coat shown is'a patch-pocketed maode! in
shades of chamois, brown, navy, light green,
light blue, rust, burgundy or hottle green, at
$225.There's an open-patch-pocket version too,
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This year Christmas shopping in Birmingham will
be a very special stroll through the past. Birmingham's
quaint village feeling, twinkling lights in the trees and variety
of shops have always added to the true spirit of the season,
-but this year our store windows and special events
around town will be a reminder of Christmas past.

The week of December 10th
you can view this photo along with many others
of Birmingham's past at the Detroit Bank and Trust,
on the corner of Woodward and Hamilton, and during the
month of December enjoy the sound of Christmas carolers
in the streets of Birmingham.

So come and join us this holiday season in Birmingham

where you'll find friendly merchants, extend:
store hours, safe, lighted parking, and an atmosphere
that is truly a Christmas present out of the past.

Store Hours: > The above photograph of

. West Maple Street from
Starting I?egember Ist : Woodward (approximately
open until 9 every 925) compliments of
week day night. Manley Bailev Funeral

Saturday until 5:30 Home, Inc.

ﬂimingham Bloomlield Chamber of Commerce Retail Division




