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_An unprecedented open caucus
Thursday night re-elected State Sen.
William Faust (D-Westland) to
another year as the senate's majority
teader.

Victories came in triplicate that
night for Faust, whose district
includes Garden City and Canton
Township.

Earlier that day, the state semate
had voted to approve one of the senate
reform measures, which Fawst had
wanted for some time. That vote gave
the senate majority leader the power
to appoint committee members and
chairmen. They formerly were
appointed by a committee of nine.

In a compromise move, the senate

agreed that the majority leader would
listen to recommendations trqn a

ber advisory
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‘The mimri_ly leader of the State Sen

possible this year, particularly in light
of Faust's i lection as

ate also will submit
for committee appointments.

The senate majority leader, how-
ever, will retain final decisionmaking
power over who get the appointments,
‘Those assignments are expected to be
reallocated in some cases.

Faust has long urged that the sen-
ate’s rules, some of which are more
than 100 years old, be revised. Senate
observers believe more changes are

majority leader.

“It’s not a question of whether the
reforms will come, now it's just a
question of when,” said Tim Hughes, a
member of the central staff fof senate
Democrats.”

The second victory for Faust came
with the caucus vote to open the elec-
tion of new leaders to the public.

“Senate Democrats have shown
their committment to open the legisla-

tive process by conducting caucus
business in an open session available
for public inspection,” commented
Faust, who supported the move.

Faust’s reelection as majority
leader, his third victory of the day, is
likely to mean additional reforms.

“I'm gratified by the expression of
support for my leadership, and I look
forward to working with my Demo-
cratic colleagues for continuing pro-
gressive reform of the Michigan Sen-
ate,” said Faust.

Problems are not bite size
for county computer division

Changes are in the offing for Oak-
land County’s Computer Services
Division.

‘Three top computer, division man-
agers—Ken Patterson, Don Lumsder.
and John Witherup—are on their way
to positions outside the computer divi-
sion, according to county sources.

As expected, the board of commis.
sioners last week authorized County
Executive Daniel T. Murphy to nego-
tiate a six-month contract with System
Compouter Technology (SCT) of West
Chester, Pa. The vote was 18-5.

Observer & Eccentric area commis-
sioners voting to bring in the private
firm included Henry Hoot (R-Troy),
John McDonald (R-Farmington), Lil-
lian Moffitt (R-Bloomfield Township),
Joseph Montante (R-Orchard Lake),
Ralph Moxley (R-Birmingham),
Dennis Murphy (R-Novi), Lawrence
Pernick (D-Soutffiedl) and John
Peterson (R-Rochester).

Those woting against it included
Paul Kasper (R-Bloomfield Hills) and
Robert Page (R-Birmingham).

Commissioners Robert McConnell
{R-Farmington Hills) and Alexmader
Perinoff (D-Southfield) were absent.

PROBLEMS IN THE computer
services division, according to com-
it anda $40,000 iis, have
been rampant for several years,
“This is not a new problem,” Per-

rick said. “*I've peen around for close
10 10 years. That department's grown
from an annual budget of about
$500,000 to $3.5 million.

“*And we are now in a positive posi-
tion to straighten out a situation that’s
been around for a long time,"” he said.

“Rather than say we're going o go
out on our own and find a messiah
who's going to come in and clear up
this situation, what we need,” Pemick
suggested, “is an instant infusion of
talent”

TALENT AND expertise is what
SCT promises to solve the computer
division's problems. Those problems
include a serious lack of managerial
talent, a lack of accountability, declin-
ing morale among the rest of the staff
and serious delays in servicing the
division’s many users.

“If done properly,” said Novi's Mur-
phy, “SCT will bring in ateam of qual-
ified computer management personnel
and support to review our total sys-
tem.” That team could include as
many as 16 people.

While the county executive is busy
negotiating a six-month contract with
the West Chester, Pa. corporation,
commissioners predicted they would
be moving to create a new director's
position for the computer center.

The center has never had been under
the direction of a single person respon-
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sible for its total operation.

Murphy said the infusion of SCT tal-
ent immediately was important before
:oa,fdw director could be brought on

the month.
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Calendar Clocks bring you two
Early American classics faith-
fully reproduced with all the
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mid-1800's ancestors. Both have
the highest quality 8-day spring
wound pendulum movement with
cathedral gong chime. Each dial
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Faust gets second term as state Senate leader

Other senators elected to positions
during the open caucus are: Gary Cor-
bin of Clio as assistant majority
leader, Jack Faxon of Detroit as presi-
dent pro tem, Jackie Vaughn HI of
Detroit as assistant president pro tem,
David Plawecki of Dearbom Heights
as majority floor leader and Michael
O'Brien of Detroit as assistant major-
ity floor leader.

Senator-elect John Kelly of Detroit
was elected as majority whip. Others
elected are John Hertel of Detroit,
assistant majority whip; Carey Kam-
mer of Pontiac, caucus chairman; and
David Holmes of Detroit, assistant
caucus chairman.

The majority whip’s function is to
get votes in Jine for passage or rejec-
tion of major legislation, The floor
leader sets priorities on the order in
which legislative proposals are consid-
ered, decides when to adjourn and
handles parliamentary procedural
items. That position could be strength-
ened if additional senate reforms are
approved, according to Hughes.

Now! Timely Savings

from our Clock_ SILop

JUST OUT

Beautiful Poetry Books
From BERNARD EDELMAN

ask for them

GARAGE

INSTALLED
SOLID STATE
CONTROLS
$175.00
DIGITAL

' CONTROLS
1 YEAR WARRANTY

DOOR OPENERS |

%/ o Aos
$16888|

£ ENIE” Sales &

ALADS?:!I!L‘ Trlgaunty fress  Service
WESTLAND ~ PARTS & - PONTIAC
SERVICE  335-5079

722-0610

 Give
the
finest

Give your executive the:
finest: the Norelco

UltraStim™
Executive
Nolelaker. Records
notes, memaos, ideas,
correspondence....
even phone calls and
conferences. Adjustable
sound screen permils
dictation in high noise

%279

THE
BOARDROOM

For the most
interesting ways
tokeep up
appearances.

Somerset Mall @ Faitane Towne Genter
{Inside Hughes & Haiche

Pre-Season

INSULATION

Special

per 1000 sqg. f. ceiling
§" blown liberglas
FREE ESTIMATES

Roll. Insulalion Available for Do-It-Yourselfers:
478-6046 » 227-4839
Jones: Insulation- Supplies E

Smiley Brothers

A. TRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC™
The finest keyboard products available!

.+ Baldwin pianos & organs

+ Hammond & Allen organs

+ Marantz-Planccorder “memory” pianos
« Young Chang grands & consoles

+ Select used instruments

B EARLY AMERICAN

i WALL CLOCK

BB Antique pine, hand
colared dial, weight-
driven chime movement.
24" H x 14%" W

SCHOOL ROOM
CLocK

Antiqued pine, hand
painted dial, 8-day
pendulum movement,

Birmingham at 1010 N, Hunter, MI7 1177 18%"H x 12" W A tez. $219
Also, Datrolt & Dearbom reg $19.50 nmﬂmﬁ; SZLE $189.50
SALE $69.50 OR 30 DAYS SAME A CIH -

Your thoughtful good
faste is reflected in a

- SOMERSET MALL
GIFT CERTIFICATE -
redeemable in all the
shops at SOMERSET MALL

the

Michigan’s Largest Ethan Allen Dealer

LIVONIA o 15700 Middlebelt Road » PHONE 422-8770
UTICA e 50170 Van Dyke + PHONE 7396100
SOUTHFIELD e 15600 W. 12 Ml Road » PHONE 557-1800

Big Beaver Road at émlidge, Troy
Holiday Hours begin November 24th

SINGLE?

You say you don't have things:
to do, places to go, or new
people to meet? So why haven't
you joined People, Places and
Things?

You'd like lo meet new interesting, exaiing and

Iriends, have places lo go enjoyable opportunities
and be with peéple who available monthly for

like the same Ihings you your choosing.

‘dﬂ. For moro informaton call N
People. Places S Things 33 ornaiia

+is an exciting cancept for
isingles. We are your
!personal reservationist

for evens, activities and N

travel with people of _ N>

similer ntorests 29540 Southfield Rd. |

Meot others while Suile 100& !

peripainoinzeny . Soulhfield, Michigan
48076 (313) 5595820

Lwant to know more about People, Places &
B Things. Please send brochure.

areas. Call us today 1 * Portnoy’s
at On My Hea
I 861-8283 l e Prow With You » The G
[ | Cowboy « Da
i === + By The Time | Got To
3 \9 V\C, = e Ty ZpCode
o a —

op 100"
1nto savings.
Enjoy the Pops.

Deposit one hundred doliars or mare in a new orexisting regular savings account
at the Michigan National Banks and, for less than two dollars, you can take home
“The Great Songs of Christmas” - a very special album recorded by Arthur
Ficdler and the world-famous Boston Pops.

And while you're listening to Great Songs during the holiday
season, your savings will be earning interest at the rate of 5%
anpually, continuously compounded, to give you an annual
yield of 5.20%

So pop $100.00 or more into a new or existing regular savings
account at yaur neighborhdod office of the Michigan National
Banks. And enjoy the Pops at Christmas time.
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