Submit transit plan or risk US

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKL

The federal government is telling
southeastern Michigan to get its rapid
transportation act together, but area
transit officials say they can't do a
thing until Washington gives their plan
the go-ahead..

At stake is at least $600 million in
federal transit funds pledged in late
1976. Brock Adams, secretary for the
United ' tates Department of Trans-
portation, wamed the Southeastern

one agrees, is a rapid transit rail line
in the downtown area, a full-fledged
subway, that Young wants buit up
Woodward Avenue. Many subur-
banites, however, bridle at the
thoughts that their tax money would
be used constructing the Woodward
Avenue trolley. The light rail line
would not extend beyond Detroit's bor-
ders in its first phase.

“Everyone agrees,” said a SEMTA
spokesman, “that the region needs a
major fon in dial-aride bus

Michigan T i
(SEMTA), Detroit and the suburbs
that they could lose the federal funds if

y do not soon submit an agreed
upon plan for the entire region.

“We have people lining up at the
door‘for the money,” Adams told
newsmen before his appearance at a
meeting of the Detroit Economic Club.
“They're telling us,” he said *'We've
passed our sales tax, and ‘We've
passed out gas tax.’ “They're asking
us ‘When are we going to get some
money?" The pressure is really build-
ing up on us," the transportation sec-
retary said.

As in the past, though, Adams
refused to lay down an ultimatum, He
would not give SEMTA and Detroit
and suburban officials a deadiine. **We
haven't set a date,” he said, “but they
better get moving bacause the line
(for the money) is forming at the
right.”

SEMTA OFFICIALS, who want to
stay at the front of that line, say they
are powerless to speed up the process.
‘They are powerless, they say, because
the Urban Mass Transportation
Authority is late in returning SEMTA's
all-important environmental impact
Statement about the effects of the vari-
OIS mass transit programs on the
region.

“There’s nothing we can do about
putting together any acceptable pro-
posal until we get back that impact
statement,” said one SEMTA
spokesman.

Even after the impact statement
has been' ‘retumed and SEMTA and
made any recommended modifica-
tions, the regional transportation
authority will be hard pressed to come
up with a plan agreeable to Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young and suburban
lea

The ‘major stumbling block, every-
Markowski to talk

to genealogists

‘The Detroit Society for Genealogical
Research convenes at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 9 in the Explorer's Room of the
Detroit Public Library at 5201 Wood-
ward Avenue, Detroit.

Benedict Markowski of the Burton
Historical Collection will make a pre-
sentation titled “'Slavic Genealogical
Resources.”

service, There needs to be a major
expansion of major bus service. There
needs to be an expansion of park-and-
ride service. There needs to be an
expansion of commuter rail service

‘We haven't set a date, but they better get
moving because the line (for the money) is

forming at the right.’

~Transportation Secretary

Brock Adams

from Pontiac, Ann Arbor and Mt.
Clemens.

T think there's substantial agree-
ment on the people mover. But there is
no agreement on what is to be done in
the Woodward corridor,” he said.
“And the whole program is in jeop-
ardy if we don't resolve our differen-
ces,” he added.

EVEN YOUNG, who like Oakiand
and Macomb County officials threat.
ened to pull out of SEMTA if his
demands were not met, talked of
‘cooperation.

While he gave no hint of capitulat-
ing to suburban demands, he said the
city and the suburbs have different
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aid, Detroit told

transportation needs and each should
recognize them if a regional program
is to be developed.

Young, at one time, was pressing
for a capital-intensive, heavy-rail sub-
way to be built undemeath Woodward
Avenue from downtown to Eight Mile
Road. It would have cost more than §
tillion and has since been dropped by
SEMTA as an alternative,

I can see the need for expanding
dial-a-ride in the suburbs,” Young said
earlier this week. “That's a very, very
expensive proposal. Per capita it's
very costly.

“The suburbs,” he added, “must
see the need for a rapid transit system
for the City of Detroit.”

SATURDAY
NITE . -

AT
SOMERSET
MALL

DECEMBER 9th
7:30 PM

Ron'& Yvonne Brown

‘Demonstration & Lesson by

_ARTHUR MURRAY STUDIOS

DISCO
“TIL
“CLOSING

"SOMERSET MALL
:Holiday Hours: Sunday 12-5
*Monday-Saturday, 10-9

Big Beaver Rd at Coolidge, Troy

Selection

® Pine

Styling

Bar Stools
and
§ Counter Stools

 Chrome

« Contemporary
® Early American
 Rattan Woven

$7995

(as shown)

30” or 24”

COMPLETELY CASUAL FURNITURE

‘+ BIRMINGHAM ROCHESTER LIVONIA
! 3 N Maiy 29500 W. Stx Mile
n.mg:so - Dmm‘mno vl
Daly 90530
w| TesAFLEE T AFLWS Moa-Thers-Fri ' §
K Mastorcharge or Visa accepted

includes:

Lacy slip gown cut on the bias,
in dusty pink polyester safin, 80.00

Quilted wrap robe in dusty pink
polyester satin, 110.00

Georgelte gown strewn with
tearoses, generously edged in lace.

Pink on white polyester, 80.00
Flowy wrap robe, 100.00

Delicate Empire gown with lace and ibbon B3
beading, calico printed deep blve polyester satin,

70.00 Wrop robe with short

sAAL NS

W pawow m

Young, who likes to pride himself o
his ability to keep funds flowing fron
Washington to Detroit, is worriet
about the potential loss of 600 milliot
federal dollars. Young is counting ot *
the money not only to develop a trans
portation system but to spur other eco-
romic_development in the city anﬁ
especially along the Woodwar
corridor.,

He is afraid that Detroit could be
left out in the cold.

“We've been trying to do this
(develop a transportation system) for
many, many years. Twenty years ago
we tried and couldn't get together. *So
what happened?. San Francisco and
Atlanta got the money,” he said.
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