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Moral perspectives

It seems everyone with any audience
has commented on the tragedy in
Guyana, so why add to the words®
Surely we suburbanites have po spe-
cial wisdom about this horror. But we
need to see how easy it is to beguile
outselves into disastrous pursuits,

1 have no inside information differ-
ent than media reports. This calamity
centers in religion, however, so clergy
should voice what people are trying to

iculate. N

News brings tersions from any-
where in the world into owr homes
daily. The atom bomb i an example
of threats we live with constantly. We
struggle to maintain balance in &
frightening - world. The most popular
aid is the type of religion offering
unquestionable answers to life's
perplexities.

Search for security dominates our
time. As a solution to our common

« |meed one could praise the People’s

Temple as a logical attempt at provid-
ing answers. The people lived religious
commitment and were led by a min-
ister. An idealistic community
essed a yearning in all of us so we
need to see where it went wrong.
Every religion offers a vision of an
ultimate goal which encowrages a .
sense of destiny. But any movement is
fatally flawed if it suggests we have
gone as far as we can o are in utopia,
Good sense is to run the other way as
fast as we can when we start hearing

or thinking *“this is it.” Quick sim-

No simplistic answers
to complex problems

plistic answers to deep complex prob-
lems are extremely dangerous.
Jonestown shows us again how easy
it is to allow violation of the responsi-
hilities of leadership. Any religious
ccommunity creates windows for seeing
through to the divine and if we think
we see the divine within the program
we should turn on a bright red stop
light. Good leaders are transparent so
we see through to truth, justice,
, and love. If we are transfixed
by a leader or rhetoric we abandon our

dignity.

The hope to serve human need and
solve monumental social and eco-
romic troubles creates admiration and
stirs desire in 18, What was attempted
in Guyana was religion—and it was
moral. Withdrawal from tensions in
society is suspect if not downright
blasphemous and immoral if one
believes reality stems from a divine
creator.

Choice is the meaning of morality
and walking away from evil is abdicat-
ing. Commitment as the heart of reli-
gion and morality becomes selfserv-
ing when our dedication is to utopian
solutions. Good must be defined so all
humanity is included. Good and evil
are always intertwined so daily
choices include both commitment to
good an action to fight evil.

1 have never needed the word depr-
avity in’ describing human nature: I
Just don't see totally corrupt people.
But the loathsome events in Guyana
suggest a wickedness beyond rescue in

all of us.'My safeguard is to be quite
open- about skeletons in our closels,
Admitting best intentions going wrong|
turns us from disaster.

Jones and his followers cannot be
dismissed as if none of us ever want a
ped piper. We now are more wary of
turning our fate over to any leader or
community which promises to solve
all our problems. No church and no
leader-no matter how charismatic-has
final answers or perfect programs,
Every offer of security in beliefs, lit-
urgy, holy fellowship or even in eco-
nomics creates ultimate trust in some
thing quite human, chengeable, and
temporary. .

It is more promising to be excited by
a quest for a better life with accent on

m. With a little sense of humor
we know even our best answers are
not divine commands. We act on what
we understand to be God's will here
and now with suspicion toward all
absolutes. Questions change, answers
are provincial, and vision is clouded
by tangible realities. We choose

Check out the charities
before writing checks

“Christmas is coming and the geese
are getting fat; please put a penny in
the old man’s hat.”

Each year many Americans take
this old nursery rhyme to heart by giv-

ing generously to one cause or "

~ During this season, shoppers
frequently are solicited by mail, by
telephone, door-to-door, in stores and
on street corners. The Better Business
Bureau has a few tips for evaluating
some of these zppeals.

If an 2ppeal for charity is received
the mail, be sure to check the
following; .

* Does the appeal make a clear
statement of purpose and need?

* Is it easily understood and not dis-
guised as a bill or invoice?

 Does it make clear that there is no
otligation to pay for or to return any
enclosed unordered items, such as
stamps, key rings, ete.?

. * Does it include an address to write
- for further information?

i i * Does it indicate whether donations
an%w;eﬁunagn?hons. ibility are] 2re tax-deductible for federal income
combined every moment in a moral tax purpases?
life. Security feelings increase as we CHARITABLE

maximize both freedom and responsi-
hiltiy. Action on hints of divine will

nizes responsibly and devoted
hope for an unknown tomorrow ener-
gizes freedom. In a free society we
enjoy tentative answers and dreams
which stretch the imagination because

only the divine offers final solutions.

Consumer Mailhag

Food questions have increased to
almost 35 per cent of the total mail
received by Concern, Inc., Detroit's
Consumer Mailbag since the column
began 2% years ago. In respomse to
this new interest in the foods we eat,
shown by our readers and the commu-
nity at large, Concern, Inc., Detroit
offers you “This Can't Be Healthy, 1
Like it.” It is®a new cookbook that
aims to take everybody’s favorite pas-
time, snacking, and tum it into a
healthful experience.

Americans spend about 10 per cent
of their annual budget on medical

care. Millions of dollars could be
saved each year if people tried to
change their eating habits.

Many of us eat a diet rich in foods
created in a chemistry Iaboratory.
Most of the thousands of chemical
additives used are assumed to be safe,
but not infrequently a chemical widely
used in our food is found to be dan-
gerous. and is banned.

Concern's new cookbook, *“This
Can’t Be Healthy, I Like It” is a col-
lection of snack recipes for good foods
that taste good. The recipes take the
junk out of snack foods. No pre-

servatives, no additives, no pre-mixed, -

pre-packaged or preposterous. Just
easy-to-make smacks the ingredients of
which are available at local super-
markets. Kid and kitchen tested, the
book is an adventure into a world of
cravings that can be encouraged.

The proceeds from the sale of this
book will be used to benefit the contin-
uing environmental education pro-
grams of Concern, Inc., Detroit.

Copies can be obtained by sending
$4.61 per copy, which includes tax and
postage, to Concern, Inc., Detroit, 1
Northfield Plaza, Troy 48098.

meone asking for money for some

charitable caise or another. Before
giving, consider asking these
Cuestions:

* Does the solicitor have identi-
fication including a name and address
of the benefiting organization?

® Is the solicitor a volunteer,
employee of the benefiting group or
working for a promoter?

» If the solicitor is selling such mer-
chandise as candy or magazines, is it
made clear.how much goes to the
sponsoring organization instead of to
an individual?

* Will the solicitor accept 2 check
made out to the organization instead of
toan individual?

* Finally, will the solicitor provide a

source for obtaining further
information?

Seasonal swindlers are as much a
part of the holiday scene as street-cor-
ner Santas. Be on the alert for sche-
mers who try to capitzlize on the
Christmas rush and shoppers' ten-
dency to be more trusting at this time
of year,

Americans are a generous people.
Last year, approximately $60 bitlion in
time and dollars was given to charity.
The Better Business Bureau urges
donors to learn amore about “the
organizations soliciting money and
time before contributing. Those wish-
ing to give should make out a check
payable to the organization, never to
the individual.

OU sets
‘pre-law
testing

‘The personal assess-
ment inventory, prereg-
;xisne for.entry into the
egal assistant program
g Oaklami[U iversity's

ivision of Continuing
Education, will be con
ducted in Farmi

use the telephone 2s a means to solicit
funds. At Christmas time, especially,
callers request donations for merchan-
dise made by the handicapped, maga-
zine subscriptions with proceeds ben-
efiting a charity, and many other
causes. Before promising to give
money, prospective donors should ask
the foliowing questions:

 Does the caller immediately, or on
request, provide identification includ-
ing the name of the sponsoring organi-
zation and purpose of the call?

- » Will the solicitor give information
on how to obtain more details on the
charitable organization?

o Is the solicitor sufficiently well-
informed and willing to answer rea-
sonable questions?

* Is the solicitor willing to put the
request in writing?

AT THIS TIME of year, too, a knock
a the door may mean a visit fromso-

Hills and Rochester
before the winter 1979
term.

Prepaid registration is
open for the inventory,
which will be conducted
Jan. 10, at Harrison Hij
School, W. Twelve-Mile,
off 1-9 between Middle-
belt and Orchard Lake

Farmington Hills
and on campus in the
Qakland Center Gold
Room. Al three invento-
ries will be held from
7:30-9:30 p.m. Fee is $10.

The inventory is a
series of tests which
indicate levels of
abstract and verbal rea-
soning and language
usage skills.
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call.

campus and at the Ster-
ling Heights site. Regis-
h-aﬁnll;e for glegnvunqry
may be made by calling
the continuing education

Getting
settled
made
simple.

w-town dilemmas fade after 2 WEL-
WAGON call.
your Hostess. it's my job to help you

make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Community opportu-

Special at'-actions. Lots of facts to

save you time and money. Plus a basket of
gifts for your family. I'll be listening for your

g
el

Al

356-7720

office, 377-3120.
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Tho Servce
The Rev 1 Alden Edandion

Worship & Sunday School 9:30 & 11:00 a.m, FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FARMINGTON

Richard Duncan. Pastor - Phone 474-0350

33400
SHIAWASSEE

0 Rrpe: FARMING TON ROAD

[

SUNDAY SCHOOL ...
MORNING WORSHIP
EVENING SERVICE . ...
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ..

Maple at Inksrer

gl c or C

Rev. L. Edward Davis

SURDAY {ERVICES

10:30 AR
10:30 AM.

| EARMINGTON HILLS
CHRISTIAN CENTER
Drake Rd. at Freedom

P 478-1511
nw.mi."ﬂﬁmi%upmo

Ul
9:45 AM-Sunday School
10:45 AM - Worship
7:00 PM - Revival Rally
Thursday 7:30 PM
Afiiliated with the
Assembiies of God

CHILD CARE ROOM Sunday 10:15 A.

7:00 p.m. .
“A Birthday Party for Jesus” .
Given by, Ward Church Kids READING ROBM n Pine Lake Mall o 8517720

Orchard Lake Rd at Lone Pine Rg

Wednesday School of Christian Education
Family Dinner 6:00 p.m. Classes & Choirs 7:00 p.m.
Activities for All Ages

Open Mon . Tues  Wed . Sat 1000-530 Thurs &
10 00-9 00

9:45 a.m.
1:00 2.m.
-6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

At are welcome at our Chusch Services
and the Reading Rooms

930 Sunday Service
Broadcast

‘WMUZ-FM 103.5 Nursery Provided at All Services
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