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By KAREN KOPEIKIN BERRY

M.J. Wade bears litile resem-
blance to the jolly man in the white
beard and red sult who is so popu-
lar this time of year,

He dresses like any dapper, ris-
ing young businessman in his navy
wool blazer and color-coordinated

i,

suit,

Only an infectiouss smile, twin-
kling eyes and the spring in his step
give him away. M.J. Wade, 2 man-
ufacturer’s representative for col-
lege bookstores, i each
holiday season.

He is a Santa Claus for hire.

For the past six years, the West
Bloomfield resident has doned the
red fur suit, black boots, and white
hair and beard of St. Nick for chil-
dren's parties, parades, hospital
pediatrics wards and adult office

IES.

“Playing Santa for adult parties
i.sfflm," said the 31-year-old father
two. “But, it’s not as satisfyi
as doing it for kids. tsfying

“The kids really believe I'm
Santa Claus. It isi't a put on. I
really feel great when ah] little ane
comes up to me and whispers; ‘T
know you're the real Santa ™

IT ALL BEGAN six years ago,
when Wade tried, unsuccessfully, to
hire a Santa to visit his home on

i Eve.

He never found one, so he rented
asuit and entertained his first chil
;n:;k several other youngsters on his

“Then I reatly got hooked,” he
said. “Beaumont Hospital had
teken good care of my wife, who
had been very ill. So, to thank the
staff, 1 volunteered to play Santa
for the children in the pediatrics

Have beard
and red suit,
will travel

told me she hadn't even sat up in

months. Well, when I walked near

her bed to talk to her she sat up and
and cri

“ I've playing Santa every
year since.”

Wade, who said he has fooled
many of his close friends while
dressed as St. Nick, claims he has
“never not been able to get a child
up in my lap.”

Most parties he plays are places
he has been before, which
him remember children's names
and what they asked for and
received the year before.

boots. They seem to know
instinctively that if he wears rubber
boots he is the real Santa.”

“F've gotten so I can just walk
into a home and know if it is
happy or sad home,” he said.
“When the parents are warm and
treat their children well, the little
ones are usually open and trustful
of Santa, ”

THOSE YOUNGSTERS four and

;ﬁmnthme{n:;:‘ they are
right at the ing away age,”
Wade said.

“They don't want to believe in
Santa because their friends have
told them there is no Santa Claus.
But, they are afraid to not believe
because if they don't, they won't
get any presents.”

He handles disbelievers with the
ease of a professional psychologist.

“One little girl was a dis-
believer,” he said. “So I said fine. I
passed out all the gifts in my bag
ﬁpl for one which belonged to

“I said, ‘Well, I bave one gift
here for Susie. But, she doesn't

When finished dressing for parties

i i3 5%

where be plays Santa, M.J.

Wade looks much older than his 31 years.

“As I put it back in the bag and
tumed to leave, she came nunning
up to me and said ‘I believe in you
Santa.™

Wade believes it is importatnt to
spend time with each child and lis-
ten carefully to what he or she has

to say.

“Kids know if you are putting
themn on,” he said. “So I listen very
carefully to each one and promise
to do my best. But, I remind them
that I have many children to care
for. And they all shake their heads

isely and understand.”

HE INSISTS that most of the chil-
dren are not selfish when they ask
for gifts.

“‘So many ask me to give gilts to
children who never get any,” he
said . **And others ask for a gift for
their brother or sister or mom and

“As a matter of fact, some of the

cry because of the touching things
they have said.”

The father of a six- and three-
year-old, Wade enjoys telling about
one Christmas Eve several years
ago when there was'a heavy
snowstorm.

"I was driving a little yellow Vol-
kswagon at the time,” he said,
“And I got it stuck in the snow. So,
here I was in my Santa costume
trying to get someone to stop and
help me out.

“It was a riot,” he laughed.
“When 1 explained to the people
who stopped that I had several
other homes to visit that night they
pushed me out in no time.”

On Christmfas eve he will attend
2n average of one party each hour
and charges from $35to $50.

“But, T don’t work at all on

morning,” he said. *I

M.J. Wade (above) sells college
textbooks, but at Christmas time he
also sells the jolly companionship of

* S Nick (left) at $35-50 a visit.

M&Yxem: timsh_he was stopped at a
on his to a
e d in M:ay Santa dndsp.my

“P'm sitting at the light when the
wife looks over, who is usually sit-
ting on the passenger side of the
car,” he said.

“The next thing I know her hus-
band is waving at me and the kids
are at the windows like magnets.

“T'll never know how mom and
dad explain to their children that
I'm not in my sligh with the
reindeer.”

Wade siad he has never missed a
party appointment for six years,
bt “admitted he has had “some
pretty close calls.

ONE YEAR, I hada sched-
uleq here at home alﬂp?r:l};s ona
business trip in Chicago snowed
in," he said.

“I explained to the woman at
Umleclf Airlines that [ had to play
Santa for a very important of
clillren 50 shc arranged fof mb to
be flown out of Chicago on another

“1 ealled the party and told them
had run acress a little bit of
bad weather but that I'd soon be

Fuel saving
is goal of '
free ‘audit’

Some 400,000 questionnaires will be
mailed at random to singlefamily

- households during the next several

months as the Michigan Department
of Commerce kicks off a computerized
home energy “audit.”

Householders which return the ques-
tionnaire will receive a computerized
analysis of the house’s energy-con-
serving potential and a chart of the
cost and energy savings which could
result if suggested steps were taken,
say: State Commerce Director Keith
Molin. ‘

Another 100,000 questionnaires will
be distributed thropgh community
organizations. Anyone who does not
receive the audit form by mail can
obtain one by calling 1-800-292-1556 toll-
free.

The efiort, called Project Conserve,
is being conducted in coopertion with
the Institute for Famiy and Child
Study at Michigan State University
and Michigan Technological
University. v

‘The initial mailing of questionnaires
will be directed to residents of a
seven-county area in the eastern
Upper Peninsula and will' continue
throughout most of the state until
February. .

Project Conserve will enable resi-
dents to analyze the individual charac-
teristics of their home. After the ques-
tionnaire is filled out and returned in a
postage-paid envelope, a computer
will analyze the data using local fuel,
labor and material costs, and weather
conditions.

The participant then receives a
“homeowner report” which lists
energy-saving steps he or she may
wish to consider — such as caulking,
weatherstripping, storm windows,
insulation — and includes estimates of
savings in both energy and dollars
which would result if these steps were
take

n.

In addition, the “‘homeowner report"
will list other individualized energy-
saving steps. It gives information, for
example, on how ventilation and
humidity affect fuel costs; how fire-

AE

as .
have a family, and that is the day 1
m.”

flying in from Chicago. They kids
spend with the

“I saw one little girl who was loved it.”

believe in me so I can't really give
very sick,” he said. “The nurses

her this present.’ places and decorative outdoor gas
re: .

lamps in;rease costs; and how proper

ALL ABOUT ANIMALS.. - ’

children have almost seen old Santa

Dear Doctor: Dear JH.: -
Can my six-week-old German Shep-
herd puppy get worms from milk? Leakemia in cats is caumsed by a
KS.,OskPark  virus. Intensive research on this dis- .
Desr KS,, ease Is in progress and it has been pro-
MK does not give worms (intestinal  ven that d by
parasites) Lo a puppy any more than it contact with an already infected
gives worms to people. It’s still not a cat and also from a mother cat to ber
bowever, to give your  kiftens At present, there is no vaccine 9
poppy milk because it can cause diges-  available to prevent this awfol dis- .
tive apoets - either nausea or diarrhea.  ease.
Once a pappy has been weaned from
is mother it needs a good, well-bal-
anced puppy food and plenty of fresh  FORKIDS
water and that’s all. No milk, .
Never, never, give medicine to your
%w:hhkm?psnimykhd. aat wl your veterinarian has spe-
If your doig stays outside all the  SECY prescribed i, Cos react very ®
time, you must be sure he bas some-  Rrcing ASY, (oo manon fome
place shady to rest. Also give him e fatal if used ncorvectly, @
fresh, cold water two or three times G s
every day. In the hot weather he will The Southeastern Michigan Veter-

inary Medical Association welcomes H
questions from readers. While each

Dear Doctor: one cannot be answered individually, ores i 'And which-
Is there a vaceine to prevent feline  questions of general interest will | At Bank of the Commonwealth, Thnreqfte_r. with Andwh
leukemia? How is the disease trans  appesr in this m“&“ﬁn’i }La: ;%n you can col every deposit of $50 or ever plan you
mitted?  Aboat Animals,” SEMV. ., P.O. * . . 2 J !
JH, Birmingham  Box 68, Plymoth, Michigen 43170, beautiful Oneida Stainless more, 3[‘;“ C[fm ﬂ[dd o Z:;:l’:l; f&gl;f;?r
i ving yjour collection (see 58 %
! 100% ky: Eighty Proot 1d.Fria while y(-mr & s account lhnrt) ! Oneida stainless
. -collects interest. - i
]  hard You'll have your cffer.
Who;nal\cs your money worl i“ r 1 choice of two patterns, Start now,
for you? Bank of the Commorjwea th. the Classic Briarwood, you'l eatalot
Now, when you put mony in your or the Contemporary better with

savings account, you'll not only earn
interest, but you can collect beautiful
stainless tableware from Oneida. That's
awell known name in any household
dining room.

money in the
* Bank of the

Commonwealth.

Brookwood, and by

the way, they're exclu-
sive with this promo-
tion, so there’s no way

they can be bought
And Bﬂnk Of [he Commcn\\'cﬂhh remil . STAINLESS BY ONEIDA PRICE UIST
i 0 N i i ‘With each
makes it easy to start your collection. i Of course. i you have an existing gggm;ém:'.:éﬁ; 52: anewor ‘D‘i‘ﬂi’?"‘!?,’.
) . 4
With a deposic of savings account at Bank of the Sioormandpatems $5000
$2000r more, you Commonwealth, you'll want to take R0 DERer Pay Only
Solt ds can get your first advantage of this unique offer right (1)5Pc PlaceSettng $100 +1ax___FREE__$ 495+1ax
= @ ki 5 piece setting now. . (2)2ced Teaspoons - $is0ver
3 (4)4 Teaspoons. X
abSOILflcly free. o And obviously, right now is an ideal (513 Pe Hostess el S 5507
Or with a deposit of time to open a new savings account if ©)akc S 495 +iax
$50 to $199, you | . (7)3 Pc Serving Set S 450+ tax
» Y you don't already have one. T Coont Ot 1595 T
can get your : Because Bank of the Commonwealth With aminiiald tewor
first setting - has a complete range of savings plans Existing Savings or Ti an purchase a
. . ervice for
;Toao‘?e{ N designed to meet your savings need. nlSS‘l.9‘§u(indud:x free Place Senting) plus nxi(l Y::d may
{ us ; i choase from ither pattem Briarwood or Brookwood.)
tax). ° b All*ylvou haveto d? 15 stop in at our Accessoies available afer Noverber |
g ranch nearest you for

more information on our
Maxi-Money Certificates,
Golden Passbook, our new
Money Market Certificates _
or Regular Savings plans.

How much you save by buying this fine, imported Scotch Whisky
depends on what you've been paying for status.

i

Brookwood

"Tis the season to donate what ybu save
on Inver House to aworthy cause.

Bank of the Commonwealiﬁ

s v ing hardest to help

Tenth, 82.75

Member EDLC.




