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Bravery and Integrity,” the emblem businesses. f
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own phone calls, she says. THE JOB OF tracking down bank 2 . ' N
A glimpse of the hallway reveals a  robbers has been turned over to local g g : e
row of locked individual offices. Men police departments. Now the FBI o w i
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Secrecy -

FBI agents work behind locked doors in Troy

By SUZIE MARKS

Security and secrecy surround the

and affiliation before offering him a
seat.

In the waiting room. the familiar
red. white and blue FBI insignia hangs
over the receptionist's desk. *‘Fidelity,

Getting Langford to talk about his
job as a federal investigator is a diffi-
cult chore. Even his wife is in the dark
about his cases, he says.

“She can't know anything about the
work we're doing." he says in a thick
Alabama dialect. “It's sometimes
frustrating because I come home from
work upset about something and 1
can't talk about it to her. But most
FBI wives understand.”

LANGFORD'S JOB is supervising
the Oakland County FBI agents. The
state’s main office is in downtown
Detroit. and his office on Crooks Road
monitors activities in Oakland County.

**Oakland County is a very challeng-
mg place to work,” Langford says.
“There is a lot of money out here and
the cases are becoming more difficult
and complicated."

White collar and organized crime
are prevalent in the comnty, the super-
visor says. The lure of making money
without taking personal risks is a char-
acteristic of white collar crime. he

adds. Computerized fraud is fnaeas
ing, probably because of advanced
technology. he admits.

are lost annually in white collar
crimes, the FBI has diverted its inter-
ests from chasing interstate bank rob-
bers and fugitives to cracking organ-
ized crime existing within legal

A case is closed. he added. when a
witness refuses to testify so there can't
be any prosccetion.

What about the ilnffa case?

"That’s suil open. and someday
we're going to solve that,” ke answers.

Agents spend most of their time
reviewing records, conducting inter-
views and watching suspicious per-
sons. Only a small percentage of their
time is faken by undercover work.
Langford says.

Tips come from anonymous leiters,
phone calls, police, bankers or employ-
ees. Occaslonally a case is blown open
after one person is questioned and, for
some personal reason, tells the other
persons involved that the FBI is on
their tails.

“PEOPLE USUSALLY cooperate
with us. But even if they inform others
that we are questioning them we still

- usually have enough information about

the criminal act to go ahead.” he
explained.

Changes in records is common once

NEW YEARS Eve & {‘ Cooklng SChOOl Reservations Required
NOW ONLY $9995 W e el 3 Northville Yacuum & Appliances
Antique Brass Mon. 9-9 Thurs. 89 ‘E‘ “Quality Products FOR INFORMATION
Tues. 98 Fri. 8-9 {z for Quality People” & RESERVATIONS
N Wedos o Sat.86 % 349-4766

a business discovers it is under
investigation. he says. “‘When a busi-
ness knows we're investigating it, the

pleted FBI training in Virginia and

was sent to Houston. His first assign-
ment was to catch a bank robber who
escaped from prison. He smiles when

agents who impressed me.” he said.
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