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 New season _offérs

fresh productions

Four offbeat shows, that should fill a
gp in legitimate theater offerings
locally, will be produced by the Bir-
mingham Theatre for its second sub-
scription season.

‘The shows are ““Hold Me!" sketches,
skits-and vignettes by Jules Feiffer,
March 5-10; *“Veronica's Room,” a
thriller by Ira Levin, April 9-14; “Hoo-
ters,” a comedy by Ted Tally, May 7-
12; and “Ladyhouse Blues,” a poig-
nant drama by Kevin O'Morrison.

Artistic Director Michael Stoneall,
who joined the theater staff this fall,
has put together the second season.

“Two shows, ‘Hooters’ and ‘Lady-
house Blues,” have been performed in
workshops,” he said. *“Hold Me!" was
performed off-Broadway in New York
and Los Angeles and ‘Veronica's
Room’ has been performed on
Broadway.”

""BOOTERS" WAS done at the Man-
hattan Theatre in their workshop;
“Ladyhouse Blues" was performed in
Chicago.

*“Pm about to sign Robert Falls, who
directed ‘Ladyhouse Blues.” He-also
will direct ‘Hooters' here. Falls is
about 26 years old and one of the top
directors- in Chicago. He won five
major directing awards.™

Each show will star a TV, motion
picture or Broadway personality. The
stars will be announced in January,
after the new television season is
firmed up, according to Stoneall,

In late January, Stoneall wili'audi-

tion metropolitan Detroit talent for
supporting roles in each show. He will
do the rest of the casting in Chicago
and Toronto,

“The emphasis will be on quality,”
he said. “I want very, very talented
people.”

ACTORS WHO want to audition
should watch the newspaper for
announcement of tryouts at the Bir-
mingham Theatre. Stoneall said each
actor will be expected to audition for a
particular part, reading from the play
and then doing improvisation.

‘The second subscription season is a
far cry from the Birmingham
Theatre's first, on-going season, which
has been a hodge-podge of presenta-
tions. Major talents have been offered
in shows and concerts, with expensive
ticket prices.

For the second season, the theater’s
own productions will be offered at con-
siderably lower ticket prices. Season
ticket holders can see four shows for
the price of thyee: )

Four shows:at an individual top
Price of $12 will cost $36 for all four on
a season’s subscription. A season of
matinees go for as low as $22, or $5.48
ashow, for all four,

A MASS MAILING of 100,000 bro-
chures announcing the second season
has' gone into the mail this week,
Stoneall said.

Stingy Scrooge
makes the show

By GAY ZIEGER

The evening clearly belonged to
Ebenezer Scrooge in the First Theater
Guild’s production of “The Stingiest
Man in Town.” That familiar old
miser was played conventionally, yet
with a touch of originality, by Boris
Sellers.

He was perfectly in character at all
times: His woice cracked when it
should have, his back bent according
tothe burden of the moment, his steps,
tig facial expressions, his sobs were
all in keeping with the mood. This was
atruly remarkable bit of acting.

There were other strong perform-
ances, with a cast nearly
larger than the audience, it would be
difficult to give due credit. Certain
ones come to mind most readily,

Harriet Fox as the charwoman was
properly Iusty and busty, much in
keepi ith the ical view of

Review

attention to detail and the effect was
colorful and mood-evoking.

The elite, the ordinary and the rag
pickers were all represented, rot to
mention assorted ghosts, spirits and
lavishly clad dancers.

The choreographed scenes by Gayle
Ermnst and Lezh Betts were sometimes
just pretty but mostly were amusing
and eerie. At least one dance and cer-
tainly a ghost scene or two seemed
almost too macabre even for today's
sophisticated youngsters. None
seemed especially Irightened, but they
weren't dozing, either.

Some of the spine-chilling qualities
owed to superb make-up. The crew,
Missy Chapdelaine, Adrienne Krebs,
Ann Manby, James T. Robertson, Jr.,
Donna Rhi

ping with
the lower class of the early 1840s,
HER GAP-TOOTHED smile, brash
tones and sure movements made her'a
strong character.

Her counterpart, Bill Robertson,
conveyed the rascally spirit well.
George Moore III as Marley's ghost
'was rather awesome. Also noteworthy
were performances by W. Budd Glenn,
Bob Davis, Paul Smith, Peggy Glenn,
John Lome and Marilyn Bura.

The play was a little difficult to
warm up to at first. The chorus’ insist-
ence on “Holly Ho, Holly Ho Ho" and
a bad case of overwhelming good
cheer and saccharin sentimentality
made Scrooge seem to be an exceed-
ingly perceptive man of reason.

<The initial hope was that he would
pevail. Soon, however, even the most
nfsanthropic among the audence
were caught up in the spirited

L.
¢t would be hard to find a more elab-
orate production in this area in terms
of costuming, make-up, sets and spe-
cial effects. Those responsible for the
period attire, Martha Moody and
James T. Robertson, Jr., paid strict

and Martha Walters
are to be lauded.

The most exciting aspect of the eve-
ning was the use of of special effects.
Most smaller-scale productions keep
such devices to a minimum but such
people as Irv Poston, Kirk Lietz,
Lynne and Paul Arbogast, and Dick
and Bill Hernieann were most
ambitious.

In one scene, a brightly lighted
Christmas tree emerged before our
very eyes. The appearances of the
sepulchres were complete with strobe
lights, small explosions and the light-
ing up of what in daylight appeared to
be an ordinary wall hanging.

All this, along with lovely off stage
moaning-singing, made one happy that
it was just a play.

There are 22 musical numbers in all.
‘This version is inferior to Dickens'
original. However, it is fn and the
actors and staff certainly have
researched and rehearsed.

There will be additional perform-
ances this weekend at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Birmingham, 1663
W. Maple. For ticket information call
BA2T564. .

Season ticket holders also will
Teceive an opportunity to have the the-
ater arrange valet parking and make
pretheater dinner reservations for
them. You leave your car at the thea-
ter, then stroll to a nearby restaurant
of your choice, where theatergoer spe-
dials may be on the menu.

A COMEDY AND magic workshop,
similar to Los Angeles’ Comedy Store,
will showcase aspiring comics and
magicians at the Midtown Cafe in
Birminj .

The Midtown is just down the street
from the Birmingham Theatre, in this
city which is fast becoming a per-
forming arts mecca.

Mark Ridley of Ferndale said his
M.R. Productions will preview young
and old talent alike in the Room of
Comedy and Magic, downstairs at the

idtown.

He is looking for talent frem
threughout metropolitan Detroit, Can-
ada and Ohio. He hopes to make the
workshop a training ground to break in

acts before they go to Los Angeles or
New York.

OPENING NIGHT will be Thirsday,
Jan. 4, and shows will be presented
every Thursday, Friday and Saturday
night, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. or later.

Ridley said, “This is not a gong.
show and I'm not looking for show-
offs.” He said he is interested in
“‘people who have gone east or west
and come back, or been told ‘I'm
funny.”

Besides the general public, produc-
ers and talent agents will be coming in
“to take a serious look at the per-
formers,” according to Ridley.

A production assistant in an inde-
pendent film company, Ridley said the
comedy and magie workshop is his
own freelance venture. He will be the
master of ceremonies, “displaying my
own comedic talents.”

The Room of Comedy and Magic at
the Midtown will be a nightclub seat-
ing 90, with a cocktail bar; dining is
available at the restaurant upstairs.

Prospective talent call Mark Ridley

at 545-2676, for an audition date. Show- Paul’s fiance, Beth Merry, appears
case talent performs without pay. with the group Jasmine around
Young comic Michael Binder, who Delroit, and Paui has written music
was raised in Birmingham and per- and lyrics for songs she will record for
formed at the Midtown, is expected to  the Timberline label.
return for some shows. He now  Timberline's A. and R. man is Dr.
appears at L.A.’s Comedy Store. Gerald Woughter, professor of music
at Oakland Community College,
a new Orchard Ridge. Woughter will listen to
tapes from potential recording artists.
Paul Schubert will arrange for audi-
tions. “We’re looking for people who
have the talent but never get the
chance, because larger record com-
panies say no."

TTMBERLINE RECO!
recording studio slated for Birming-
ham, has released its first single
rationally.

Paul Schubert of Howell, president,
said the record features his brother,
Mark Schubert, also of Howell, and
Larry Lambard of Grand Blanc, who
harmonize with two backup musicians
on drums and bass. call Schubert at 644-3277.

“The Way the Sun Sets” is the A Schubert plans to install all
slide, with “Seagull” on the flip side. European equipment in the new stu-
Music and lyrics for both songs are by dio, which will be a 434 million dollar
the two vocalists, operation. His own music publishing

“‘My brother has the talent and has company will be in the same complex.
ot been able to utilize his potential,” Paul Schubert was bora in
Paul Schubert explained. Amother Bloomfield Hills and his father has
single with Mark will be released in been a podiatrist in Birmingham for 25
January and Mark’s first album in years.

February. Schubert said he started to put his
N recording company together last Janu-

BROTHER MARK'S music is clas- ary. “It’s still in the planning stage,”
sical folk rock, but Paul said he is in  he said. Recordings are being made
the market for other Kinds of misical out of Sound Patterns in Farmington,
groups. “I want people who write their  which he called “the finest studo in
OWn music, or sing music written by  the state,” until the Birmingham stu-
Ppeople they know. I want creative dio is ready this summer. The location
people,”” he stressed. has not been announced.

INTERESTED MUSICIANS may
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CHINESE BUFFET
Daily from 4:30 p.m. Mon. through Sat.
Featuring all varieties of
Authentic Chinese Dishes

All you can enjoy

SHANGRI LA WEST

Chinese Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge

Miracle Mile Shopping Center 335-8060

Across from Showcase Cinema
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*JIMMY LAUNCE
co-starring
JAYE COOPER

Reservations

643-8865

Performances
Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday ~ H®

Catch
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ﬁ A Unique m

Dining Experience
Monday thru Saturday

Delmonico Rib Eye
12 oz, Steak......

New Orleans Jazz Concert

Siigsex BHouse

Dinner Specials

$595
. $695

of the Day

ery Thurs. 8-12 P.M.

&,
&

19701 Wk 12 Mile Hoad:
t east'of Evergreen)* ;

et Reservations for the Holidays
377

Serving the
Chinese & American Cuisine

¢ tuncheons * Dinners
Chinatown Styl

Saf. 1211 p.m,; §

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
?A 644-2913 :

finest in

® Carry Out Orders
e Welcomed

Open 7 days.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11.a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 am.-11 p.m.

un. 12-10 p.m,
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PLYMOUTH
HILTON INN
PRESENTS A

(i
oncertcs,

an original arr repertoir
and continenial repast.
SUNDAY, DECEMDER 3

- 12n00n and 1:30 p.m.
Enverioinment by.

THE BRIO TRIO
Piono, clonner. cello
“Extubinng Armst

JAMES MESSANA
Deitot 4
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A weekly Sunday oftemoon concerr
series featuring o musical inrerlude;
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seasonal
OFFerINgs

1 SPECIAL RATES - Just in time for the holidayst
For your outof-town guests. or just to get away from
the Christmas rush, reserve early for a single or double raom
just $25. Dec. 22-30 inclusive.

QCHKISTMAS PARTIES - Let us gift wrap yours!
Well take care of all dhe derails when you call
Cateting at 879-2100, ext. 7006,

NEW YEA R'S EVE - Choose one of our CELE

BRATE packages for auld lang syne! Qvernight
accommiadations are included if you wish, so you donjt have
‘o worry about driving home in the wee hours. Tike an
levator home instead. .

GIFT CERTIFICATE - A thougheful gift for that

special person on your lise! They can use it in
Hurley's, Wicker Works, or for any of our guest rooms or
weekend packages.

For more information on the abave, just call 879.2100,
We love to play Santa Claus!

Northfield Hilton Inn
5500 Crooks Rd. at 1-75

* Troy, Michigan 48098
{313) 879-2100
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/ : Bottle

# .Birmingham

646-6553

& Basket Restaurant
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Corn Beef
Roast Beef Potato Salad
Ham Cole Staw
Pepperbeel and a variety of
Tarkey our other ealads
* Southern Fried garnished with
Chicken olives and picklea

Bread and mustard are included with trays,
$3.85 per person

Alban’s Regular Tray

Your choice of 3 meats  Your choice of 2 salads

Cotn Beef Potato Salad
Bar-B.Q-Beef Cole Slaw

Hom  Tarkey Mixed Bean
Pepperbeef and Cici Bean

Al Beef Salami Swiss Cheese

arnished with olives and pickles—Bread and mustard also included

G
“TOP QUALITY MEATS- ONLY" S3.05 1u; osen |
Another ‘Specialty Tray of Alban’s (

Sondsciches of your choice set on u tray-garmi ith pi i
-gamiched with pickles and olives
Goni Jar of mustard and potato chips - $2.80 per person ° )

%5y Comblete Hot Meal Service
\‘ HT AND*COLD HORS D'OEUVRES Also

e

(
)
188 N. Hunter 1\ :

Meat tray only same as above EXCLUDING salads, i
%3.35 per person
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