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Pair deftly

does comedy

By HELEN ZUCKER

Jimmy Launce’s production of Bill
Manhoff's comedy, ““The Owl and the
Pussycat’ at Somerset Dinner
‘Theatre, is a marvel of crack timing
and high-velocity acting.

Manhoff’s cunning play about an
intellectual prig named F. Sherman
and a child of rature named Doris W.
could be a real downer in the wrong
hands, The play, at bottom, is a study
of incompatibles, of two liars who dis-
cover what is missing in themselves.

Sherman and Doris become aware of
what their own natures are missing in
their detested opposite and leam what
qualities they need to round out their

. lives. As the two strip their masks and
: their phony names from each other,
" scene by scene, each grows into a big-
. ger person.

Sherman, the would-be writer who
+ churns out overserious lines such as,
. “The sun spit morning in his eyes . . .
; " fights his needs, his bodily wants,
* every inch of the way, Doris, a senti
. mental, drifting, would-be model,
: actress, sometime-whare, is a crea-
- ture of whim who will do anything for
I love.

: SHERMAN EVENTUALLY dumps
© his poet girlfriend for Daris, and Doris
7 becomes a respectable receptionist for
« Sherman’s Sake. The two exchange the
. names they were given at birth,
¢ “Fred,” not “Felix,” and “Wilgus,”
: ot “Wheeling,” and start on a clean,
- real-name footing at the finale. The
I play closes on this redeeming, upbeat
note

Marhoff, in his sly fashion, and
Jimmy Launce and Jaye Cooper, in
their understanding of the play, leave
us with the feeling that it would be
+ absurd to pursue a study of this couple

any further. .

They have embarked on life’s true

honest, male-fernals

- relationship, no holds barred They
. adore each other in the bedroom, drive
+ each other mad in the living room, and
- when, and if, it ends, well, never mind.
o 1 had the distinct feeling that the
- dumped poetess was due back at some
« future time, but that is the subject of
* another play.
. Twentieth century authors are a
peculiar, isolated breed; their irrita-
tion with their own kind is quite under-
: standable. They are often cruel to
- each other rather than supportive, and
. Sherman’s turning to Doris, who is
* ever supportive, impatient of phonies,
and who understands nothing alnnlz

Revnew-

Jimmy Launce plays Sherman, the
book store clerk filled with pretensions
and existential angst to perfection.
Launce’s “Boo!™ as he scares Doris
out of her hiccups has a nice Jack
Lemmeon touch, but on the whole his
performance is sure, easy, completely

is own.

When he asks Doris, “Do 1 want

ya?”" the wild bafflement he exudes is |

wonderful. The nuances Launce brings
to this demanding role are very pleas-
ing, very adroit.

JAYE COOPER as Doris nearly
Steals the show. She turns in an elec-
tric performance. She manages to
reach beyond Manhoff's textbook
study of the girl with no self-esteem,
the loser from a- household that
includes a drunken father, a redneck,
sailor brother, a sick mother. She's the
high school dropout who would have be
come a hardened whore if, she were
not, as Sherman telis her, “A very
bright girl, if only you weren't too stu-
pid to know it.”

Doris may think she’s stupid, but in
Ms. Cooper’s hands, she is believably
smart enough, independent enough, to
avoid suicide and to land her man.

Tt is disconcerting to see any woman
tell a man plaintively: “I'l do any-
thing you warit. F'll be a pet if that's
what you want,” and then give him
ber hand as if it were a spaniel’s paw,
but that is just what. Doris would do,
and Ms. Cooper makes this clear as
da;

.

She gives an energetic, extraor-
dinary performance, and Doris
emerges, not as a cocker spaniel, but
as a St. Bernard who has come to save
Sherman’s life.

The set, by Peggy Thorp and Wil-
liam McFerran is wonderful. All the
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of “an i 'S
apartment™ is there: The Renoir and
Fragonard prints, the bust of Shake-
speare (with which Sherman nearly
cracks Doris' head open), the pre-
tentious coat of arms, the bike in the
corner, the cooking sherry.

SHERMAN, looking around at what
he owns, cries out at the end, **You
saved my life, you destroyed my
death, it's symetrically perfect.”
Doris, looking around the kitchenette,
says, “You're out of coffee.”

The set is used to’ full advantage
hroughout the play.

quibbles, is al

beautifully rendered in this

production.
- “WELCOME TO the world of the
. intellect,” Sherman cries, madly kis-
- sing Doris’ shoulders as he eapitulates
- tohisreal feeling in Act II.
* T will not commit suicide in tom
. panties,” Doris says primly, standing
- Sherman's high-minded plan for a sui-
* cide leap on its head in the final act.
. The arid Sherman needs Doris"
;. warmth, her earthbound sense. Dumb,
. vulnerable Doris needs Sherman's
* urge to raise her to feel valued.

However, in Manhoff's version of the
Pygmalion theme, it iS Doris who
raises Sherman to the level of admit-
+ ting his needs.

y.

The lighting, by Tom Shaker and
William McFerran, is equally good.
‘The rising and fading lights in the win-
dow overlooking the San Francisco
streets are nice,

Director Tom Shaker has done a
bang-up job. Producer Kathryn L. Sut-
ton has got all the details in working
order. No credits are given for the
music, but the clever use of classical,
opera and rock to open-and close the
eight scenes that comprise the play
are very effective,

e food, provided by Alfred's, is
plentiful and hot. The pot roast and
chicken are tender and the cheesecake
above average.

Somerset Dinner Theatre is located
at Somerset Mall in Troy.

(left), Michael Tylo and Cheryl Giannini appear
in MeadoW Brook's production of “Ring Ronnd the Moon.”

Fantasy opening
-at Meadow Brook

*The romantic fantasy “Ring Round
i the Moon™ will open a four-week run
at Meadow Brook Theatre at 8:30
tonight on the Oakiand University

campus. .

Wrilten by one of France’s most
acclaimed playwrights, Jean Anouilh,
: and adapled by English playwright
Curistopher Fry, “Ring Round' the
Moon” can be described as a sophis-
ticated fairy tale. The story takes
place in 1912 in the sumptuous setting
of a French chateau,

The dowager of the house injects a
bit of romantic intrigue into the lis-
tless lives of her twin nephews and her
niece by assembling a bizarre groups
of guest at a formal ball.

Opening week performances of
“Ring Round the Moon” are scheduled
at 8:30 p.m. today and Friday, 2 and
8:30 p.m. Saturday and 6:3) p.m.

i
'
s
i
‘
¢

performances at 8:30 p.m. ‘Tuesday-

Friday, 6 and 9:30 p.m. Saturday, 6:30
! p.m. Sunday, and 2 p.m. Wednesday.
¢ The theater is dark Monday,

Sunday.
The following three weeks will offer ~

“Ring Round the Moon" will run
through Dec. 31, -

Tickets for all Meadow- Brook
Theatre performances may be pur-
chased at Hudson’s or by calling 377-
3‘#0, the Meadow Brook Theatre box
oilice,

Package tour
goes to show

The Birmingham Community House
is inviting theatergoers to join a thea-
ter party at the Wednesday matinee of

-“Ring Round the Moon” at Meadow
Brook Theater in Rochester.

The Dec. 13 performance will' be

preceded by a specially planned kunch-
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TOLKIEN'S
THE LORD
OF THE
RINGS

rated pg
Mon., Tues.,
Wed., Thurs.,
Fri.
7:0589:45
Sat. & Sun.
1:30,4,7, &

9:45
Wed. Mat. 1:15
Entrance on Evergreen
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all seats $2.50

Special Midnight Show*

Friday & Sat.
“Rocky Horror'
Picture Show”

Adv.sala good same day only
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Carol - Mia
Burnett Farrow
“A WEDDING” (PG)
- Richard Burton

“THE WILD GEESE” (R)

Sylvester Stallone

*“PARADISE ALLEY” (PG)

Fri. & Sal. Midnight Show
“SATURDAY NIGHT
FEVER” (R)

All Seats $2.50
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Daominic
Sanda

Anthony
Quinn
o
INHERITANCE” (R)
Wed. Mat. 1 show 1 p.m.
All Seats $1.50

- Midnight Shows
Fri., Dec. 8 & Sat., Dec. 9

“SATURDAY NIGHT
FEVER” (R)

Exclusive Engagement  (pg)
Paul Sorvino in
~“SLOW DANCING IN THE BIG GITY"

Richard Roger Richard_
Burton Moore Hfrn‘s
“THE WILD GEESE” (R)
Special Midnight Show Fri. & Sat.

“SATURDAY NIGHT
FEVER” (R)
Al Seats 52.50

Istbel Huppert in ﬂL_EIlE’ ’(R)

An\hnny Quinn

INHERITANCE” (R)
“THE WILD GEESE” (R)

Coming Dec. 15

“OLIVER’S STORY”

Coming Dec. 20
“EVERY WHICH WAY
BUT LOOSE”

John Travolta Delby Sound

“GREASE” (GP)

Richard Richard
Burton Haris -
“WILD GEESE” (R)
Anthony Quinn in
“THE
INHERITANCE” (R)
Special Midnight Show
Fri. & Sat. only
“SATURDAY NIGHT -
) FEVER” (R)

Anthony Quinn in

INHERITANCE”™ (R)

Midnight Show Fri. & Sat.
“SATURDAY NIGHT
FEVER” (R)

1 show only
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Richard Roger Richard
larris Moore Burton

“THE WILD GEESE” (R)

Mat. Wed. 1 show 1 p.m.
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Midnight Show Fri. & Sat.
“SATURDAY NIGHT
_FEVER” (R)

All Seats $2.50

Ann-Margret
M . Anthony Hopkins

“MAGIC” (R)
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