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fBoard to decide

- Decision pending on school closing

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

. The jury is out on Vaughan Ele-
- mentary School. It will return with a
- verdict on Dec. 19.

. The Bloomfield Hills Board-of Edu-
;cation will decide on that date
. whether 1o close Vaughan School.
: And on Jan. 8, the the board will con-
- sider and possibly decide whether a
-second school should be closed,
- which school it may be and a plan for
; reassigning students if a second
- school is closed.

. Tempers flared briefly at the close

fn! a crowded, four-hour board meet-

-ing Monday, most of which was

: devoted to reports and discussion of
enrollment trends, results of a dis-
trictwide pre-school census and pos-
sible school closings.

Pat Camney, a “frustrated and very *

angry citizen,” exchanged some
heated comments with Supt. Fred
Thorin at the end of the meeting
when Camney charged that he had
been unable to obtain the census
results prior to Monday's meeting.
Carney and other Vaughan parents
believe the board has not analyzed
the census data sufficiently to use the
* information in a decision that could
: a school,

THORIN HAD reported that the
census information was not com-
plete, “‘but the results are such that

. the board can make a meaningful

- decision.” Returns are still coming
in from 1,500 forms mailed to homes
where no personal contact was
possible. !

*"Those coming in are very low in

:* the numbers of pre-school children,”
‘Thorin said. “But we have concrete
evidence that the numbers of pre.
school children are very low through-
out the district and we have reason
to believe kindergarten enroliments

will be just about where we sugges- )

ted they would be when we reported
to the board in August.”

Based on previous projections, the
kindergarten enrollmert this fall was
estimated at 350. Actual enrollment
was 33. Kindergarten enrollment for
1373, based on the available census
data, is 347 students. The number
drops to 255 in 1983.

Vaughan parents believe the board
is premature in making a decision
about closing the school on Dec. 19,
when census data is incomplete.
Resulls of additional questions asked
by the census takers have not been
compiled and should be reviewed by
the board before making a decision,
they contend. .

““The board committed itself to do
a full analysis of the census data and
now it is backing off,” Vaughan par-
ent Don Carlson said. -

THE ADMINISTRATION prom-
ised Monday that a representative
sample of results of the additional
census questions would be made
available for board study before the
Dec. 19 decision is made.

‘Thorin stressed that “the education
at Vaughan is splendid, excellent.
That is not the issue,” he added.
“Cost is.”

However, no dollar amount has
been included in budget projections
for the 1979-80 year in revenue from
the possible sale or lease of Vaughan
or any other school in the district.

“We purposely have not done
that,” Thorin said. *'We have no idea
what a 5l-year-old building is worth
on the open market."

Thorin was asked last month to
prepare rough drafts of three budg-
ets for the board for Monday's meet-
ing—one assuming all schools would
be open, one assuming Vaughan
would be closed and a third assuming
two schools would be dlosed.

THE ESTIMATED budget for
keeping all schools open totals
$23,913,000, an increase of 14.6 per
cent over the current year's
$20,865,000 budget. Closing one school
would result in an estimated $198,000
savings, Closing two schools but
keeping one for community use
would save approximately $170,000,
‘Thorin said.

Trustee Larry Flora made the
motion to take a vote on closing

Vaughan at the Dec. 19 meeting. He *

suggested that the board “attempt to
retain the title to the property and
have continued use of the athletic
fields."”

The other six trustees supported
the motion, although Dr. Charles
Bowers hesitated long enough that
several persons in the room believed
he had voted against it.

“We have been dealing with this
(the Vaughan closing) at every meet-
ing since August,” Flora said. **1 still
have a lot of homework to do, but the
fact remains that a decision has to be
made and that decision is the respon-
sibility of this board.

“We can have all the surveys and
interpretations we want, but the
board will have to take the responsi-
bility for making the decision.”

ANNA MAY SMITH, one of the few
persons who spoke who was not a
Vaughan parent, said she believed
“the first question should be ‘should
we close a school?’ and then decide
which school.” She and others urged
the board to vote then on the question
of whether to close any school.

Flora said he made his motion
naming Vaughan School “*because all
the discussion has been on Vaughan.

“I want to get Vaughan out of the
way, one way or another,” Flora
added. “If we vote not to close Vaug-
han, it doesn’t mean we are not going
to clase any school.”

Taffy Walker, a Vaughan parent,
said she understood its marketability
was one of the chief reasons it was
listed as a prime candidate for clos-
ing in a report of the superintend-
ent's advisory committee last spring.
Cranbrook was cited as having a pos-
sible interest in the adjacent Vaug-
han site. .

#WITHOUT THAT how can you
still consider Vaughan for closing?™
Mrs. Walker asked.

*‘Marketability was ‘one of the cri-
teria, an important factor, but not
the prime factor,” Thorin replied.
“The proximity of children to school
is a key criteria to be considered. We
build schools' where children are."”

More than half of the children
attending Vaughan live closer to
another elementary school in the
district.

‘Thorin said he had been contacted
by several people interested in Vaug-
han, but that he had “refused to talk
to anyone until a decision is made.”

He also has received a letter stat-
ing that Cranbrook is no longer inter-
ested in the school, Thorin said.

ANOTHER VAUGHAN parent,
Olga Chao, commented that the
board had not considered “a motion
about closing no schools.” The board
did not discuss an alternative dis-
cussed earlier to hold a special elec-

tion to let votets decide whether Lo "

keep all schools open.
Trustee Joan Ziegler was asked to

explain a comment she had made at
a meeting at ‘Vaughan School last

" week regarding an alternative use

for the school. She reportedly said at
the time that she would not discuss it
until the remaining six board mem-
bers were present.

One possible use for Vaughan

would be to move the administrative
offices into the school, Mrs. Ziegler
said.

“It would address a | di
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problem in the distriet of a critical
need for more central office space,”
she said. “It is a viable alternative
that needs to be looked at."

The suggestion was not discussed
further by the board or those in the
audience. R

TRUSTEE JAMES Graham, also a
Vaughan parent, said nothing
throughout the meeting except to
vote on the two dates for decision
making regarding the school
closings.

But at the end of the discussion he
said, ““This is not a task we embrace
with any pleasure. We did not invite
it upon ourselves, but we must con-
front it.

“We will be damned if we do and
damned if we don't. We have the per-
spective” of several years, but it
doesn't make us infallible.

“The only -answer that will make
everyone happy is to keep Vaughan
open,” he added. “‘We have to vote
our conscience. Whether we are right
or wrong, we want is best for our
children,” he said.

“There was resistance when we
closed Wing Lake School, but history
has proved it was the right thing to
do."
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REMINDS YOU THAT CHEESE IS
A NATURAL AT HOLIDAY TIME.

Cheese makes a delicious and
for any occasion. Cheese
nutrious addition to all social gatherings,
office parties, receptions,dinners, cocktail
parties, or any friendly get-together. We
make a most unique and attractive cheese
tray for all occasions. Our custom -made gift
packages are welcomed by everyone. Our
fine varie ty of Danish and Domestic Cheeses
is all nutritious, all natur al, and all delicious!

Visit us soon at 28833 Northwestern Hwy. to see and

taste what a great addition cheese can be to your
holiday enjoyment!
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Tues.-Sat. 9:30-5:30 357-1295
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36" x 45" oval track. Diese! loco with
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* Open and close your garage door auto-
matically from the comfort of your car

+ Dugital Code Command Controls tet you
setyour own privale code and change it
anylime for added secunity

* Full 173 h.p. motor lifts the heaviest res:
dential garage door .

* UL and FCC approved

* Electrohft is the install-it-yourselt
opener—all parts, hardware.
complete instructions included.
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Exciting lane switching race with the
Super Crash game. Power pacl
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race where cars can make U.tums,

Ages B-up. Assembly required.
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