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At Fairview

Doors open for tots’
enrichment programs

By LORAINE McCLISH

The staff at Fairview Early Child-
‘hood Center, Farmington area’s
unique school that houses only those
under five years of age, is working on
a few plans that wil open the way for
pre-schoolers' to participate in enrich-
meit programs.

The youngsters will share the build-
ing with the young set enrolled in

\ Head Start and special education

programs.

Jan Martin, building coordinator of
what was once known as Fairview Ele-
mentary School, is aiming for a full
scale mailing of the new program
offerings right after the first of the

Meantime, however, she invites

" interested parents to leave their

names and phone mmbers with the
secretary at Fairview (626-8335) so
they may be apprised of all details,

And she invites persons with early
childhood credentials to contact the
school to apply for part time teaching
positions.

. e are several big ampty rooms
here,” Ms. Martin said. “And there is
a gym and cafeteria spacious enough
to share.

“We are plamning on enrichment
clisses such as science, art, dance.

“We’ll have some adult classes for
parents scheduled while the toddler is
involved in his own class. We'll have
some reading readiness programs, and
some classes the toddler and parent
can take together,” she said,

FAIRVIEW SCBOOL was re-opened
in September, 1978, as the Fairview
Early Childhood Center. Although pre-

(FiB

‘Community participation in the program is
desired and encouraged. Classroom helpers

are always needed.’

~Jan Martin, Fairview building coordinator

stimulate apje ites before Iunch. Ms. George works
with Project Head Start.

THE CHILDREN receive medical
and dental care, hot hunches, hmnng

"
topical monthly n‘:mngm on parenting
and homemaking skills, and public
health nurse visits,

Project Head Start began as a sum-
mer school program in Farmington
about 12 years ago. .

The two sessions under way now
include 60 tots who are brought to
school by bus for either moming or

n sessions, five days a week.
‘The program for them is arranged to
allow for a widevariety of experiences
in the cognitive, affective and psycho-
motor areas,

“Community participation in the
program is desired and encouraged,”
Ms. Martin said. “Classroom helpers
are always needed.”

For the handicapped child, the cen
ter offers services for those from 05
years, with occupational, physical and
language .therapy, along with eval-
uations by ‘social workers and

is not new to

Fairmington, the various preschool

programs were scattered throughout
the school district. . -

Head Start was conducted at Wil-

liam Grace Elemertary School, The

special education children and the

leaming disabled were taught speech.
and e.

ge.
At Eagle, there was a class for
all, and at

A y
Qoverdale there was a class for the'

opment center enables the district to
difer preschool experience to any child
in the district,” Ms. Martin said. “A.
preschool readiness program can be
developed to involve parents and stu-
dents alike in the child's educational
development.

““Also, consolidation to a single site
means scattered service Fali
can be concentrated at that site to pro-

* vide preschoolers with the special pre-

scriptions they require.”

Project Head Start is federally fun-
ded and follows incame and residence
rules from the govemment. The chil-
dren, all from 3-5 years, receive a host
of services beyond a nursery school
experience.

Geégeng Kinsman, a speech teacber for the young ‘set, bolds two sessions a day with her
charges at Fairview Early Childhood Center. All of the teachers have decorated their rooms
in bright colors and a host of inviting equipment for many and varied activities. -

retarded, physically handicapped,
speech and language iired, and for
the child, who may, upon entry to for-
mal edueation, be di as learn-
ing disabled. -, S
“Any_ parent who fedls his young

X child is not progressing at a normal

Tate should contact Fairview and ask:
that a member of the Child-Find Cam-
mittee contact them ﬂ;dqﬁve 1o mak-
ing an appointment for & screening,"”
Ms. Martin said.

CURRENT PLANS far the pre-
schoolers enrichment classes, in sci-
ence, art, or dance, would be 40 min-
e sessions running for eight weeks, A
child could attend one, two or three
clagses,

Qlasses for parents would be small
informal discussion groups centering
around child

Preschool readiness would involve
the parents in their child's readiness
for school activities 4

The two and three year old set will
be invited to join with parents for clas-
ses that will consist of a variety of
activities all geared to the appropriate
development levels.
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afts are the order of the day for Mary Lou Stesle and
t Fairview. Alert parents who felt their child might have
a learning disability that conld canse problems in formal education

have enrolled the youngster in pre-primary classes in the new Early
. Qﬁldhwd Center. Parents have the option of sending their child
either five mornings or five afternoons a week.

Brighten up any room with
these designer lomps.
They're unique, heaultiful,
and truly contemporary. Let

Scan Design introduce you . :
to the leaders in
contemporary lighting—
George Kovacs, Koch &
Lowy, Basic Concepts, Laurel
Lamp, Marshall Studios.
Lighting...a gift idea that will
brighten anyone’s holiday.
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