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Martha Graham

At 85, she’s the Shakespeare of modern dance
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The last place one would expect to
find the Martha Graham dancers two

* evenings before their Detroit opening
would be the aisles of Bonwit Teller.
But that's where they were last week.

Once the guests swallowed disappointment that the
legendary Martha Graham wonld pot atiend the
party they were quickdy engrossed in animated con-
versation with the Grabam troupe, including Diane

And waiting to welcome them were
Detroit's dance aficionados—veteran
season ticket subscribers such as Gene
Granowicz, and patrons of the Music
Hall like Dick Rochon and Brenda
Beron—who had been invited by Bon-
wit's to share cocktails and hors

and

Menu
Choice of a Hamburger or Hot Dog, French Fries, Coke
rt and have fun with Santa in Person
N CHRISTO'S FAMILY DINING
26999 W. 8 MILE, REDFORD TWP.
3 EAST OF INKSTER

COME HAVE DINNER
WITH SANTA CLAUS!
ON MONDAY & TUESDAY
DECEMBER 18 & 19 FROM
4 P.M.-8 P.M. Special
Kiddies

533-0916,

‘Ncw Appearing N
AR GONDO
Now thru December 16th
. NEW YEAR'S EVE

lake your reservations early
E FLYER'

.| RIB EYE STEI_\K
only $239

“Atmeosphere On A Budget”
Tuesday Night Specials

Includes
Baked Potato
Texas Toast & Salad Bar - Served from 4 p.m. ‘til closing

N Great
1 SALAD BAR
13 ltgms

to mix
5 delicious dressings

CHOPPED STEAK
only $219

MONDAY IS SENIOR CITIZENS DAY! SENIOR
CIMZENS RECEIVE THEIR BEVERAGE FREE! ALL DAY!

LUNCHEON SPECIALS

CHOPPED STEAK N.Y. PETITE BREADED
DINNER STRIP DINNER  VEAL CUTLET
$47 ${99 . $q7e

Includes Toast, Potato, Sefad Bar

d'oeuvres with the company members.

When the limousines bearing the
dancers arrived, the crowd craned
their necks to see if Martha Graham
herself was with the troupe. No, a
spokesperson said. Graham had been
detained in New York “making last

Gray, center, and co-manager VJlm Nomikas, who
met dance aficionades Brenda Beron, left, and Dick
Rochon, right. (Photo by Linda Solomon) .

minute costume changes,”™

Once that news was digested, the
guests settled for the next best thing.
Her dancers, who embody the essence
of Graham’s visions now that she no
longer dances herself, were there en
masse, and they were eager to talk
about what it's like to work with the
85-year-old matriarch of modern
dance. .

“'Speaking with her is like going to
the source,™ said Janet Eiltir, a six-
year veteran of the company, *She's
very demanding, but that’s what
makes her work so excellent. Com-
pared to the rest of the dance world,
she’s always had a vision of what
theatre is.”

**As drama students look to Shake-
speare, dance students look to Martha
Graham. Her repertoire represents
the foundation of modern dance,”
echéd Peter Sparling, a former
Detroiter who has also been a com-
pany member for the past six years.

While it is Graham's ability to trans-
form emotion into dramatic movement
that is the basis for her genius, the
dancers explained that it is her system
for teaching this technique that will be
her legacy in years to come. One of
ter forerunners, Isadora Duncan, also
mesmerized audiences, but she was
never able to codify her steps into a
system for dancers to study, Con-

sequently, her art died with her. -

According to her dancers, the Graham
technique, which is practiced in such
far away places as Vietnam, is a tech-
nique which is emotionally, as well as
physically, demanding.

“She expects us to be physically per-
fect, but also to go inside the charac-
ters we play and bring something out.
We leam as much about our lives as
we do about dancing,” said Diane
Gray, the senior company member,
who has been with the troupe for 14

years,

“In her style of choreography, the
movement is not just seen, it is also
felt. It comes from deep within the

body. So, you feel as if it's happening
to you,” added dancer Tim Wengerd,

Because Graham must now convey
specific dramatic images by talking to
members rather than by showing them
through dancing, working with her can
be a frustrating experience when com-
munication signals get crossed.

“Once you understand what her
words mean, it's better,” said
Wengerd.

“The work is never boring, but it
can be maddening. Sometimes you feel
driven to despair she demands so
much. When both sides don't under-
stand, it's frustrating,” he added.

Although she is an exacting teacher,
Graham is not a close-minded zealot
who rejects dancers simply because
their dance background differs from

TS.

*'She doesn't care what kind of train-
ing you've had. It's thal spark of
movement she's looking for,” said
Wengerd. “'As she once told me, she
did not set out to destroy ballet. She
did not set out to destroy something
that took 300 years to develop.” In
fact, he said, many of her dancers
have now had ballet training.
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Pleasure of your Company -
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Gift Certificates Available

@olonial Houge

A Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture

MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DEALER

America’s most distinguished traditional furniture

20292 Middlebelt Rd. (south of Eight Mite)
Livonia

. of our gentlemen. Only
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Graham still choreographs all the
dances her company performs. This
year's repertoire includes some of her
classics, such as *Lamentation” and
“Appalachian Spring,” as well as sev-
eral new dances, such as “The Owl
and the Pussycat.”

One dancer admits that during some
of her heavy works “‘entertainment is
the last thing on your mind," but adds
that other works are “pure fun.” -

The company’s Music Hall perform-
ances mark the last leg of a two-month
road tour,

‘Hanuka focus
for meeting

Business and Professional Group of
Hadassah will meet at 2 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 17 at Northgate Apartment Club-
house in Oak Park.

Mrs. Rose Buchbalter of Southfield,
president, said a highlight of the meet- -
ing will be the lighting of the Hanuka
candles?, and a rendition of the histor-
ical story of the holiday. .

Since 1937

474-6900

For one day only,
Tuesday, December
12th; between 12 noon
& 9 pm; Kosins Clothes
is devoting the entire
nine hours to the ladies

Ladies invited!
Everything in our
Lathrup Viilage Store.
(everything that's not on
sale already) will be
specially marked down

gentlemen. Designer
suits, sportcoats,
sweaters, shirts, ties, and
more are being put on
sale, to give you the
opportunity to catch up
on your holiday
shopping.

Our sales stalf has
been instructed to treat
our ladies with TLC
(Tender Loving Care).
This is your opportunity
to save on exquisite
clothing. He'll be
pleased and so will you.

Wine & champange
will be served for the
pleasure of your
company.

Gift Certificates
Available.
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